Dyslexia International — Tools and Technologies asBL

building learning abilities

1rue Defacqz Web site: www.ditt-online.org
D_ I TT B-1000 Brussels, Belgium  E-mail: admin@ditt-online.org
Tel/fax: +32-2 537 70 66 Bank account: 310-158 1288-80

Patron: Her Royal Highness Princess Margaretha of Liechtenstein

Tintin praisesvolunteer efforts

Tintintreated D-1-T-T volunteersto asumptuousmedl this
summer to thank themfor all their hard work.

Peter Horemans, director general of Moulinsart, the
commercid wing of Tintin'sHergé Foundation, generoudy
invited D-I-T-T supportersto alunch at the White Room on
Avenuel ouise, Brussels, on 29 August.

Moulinsart hasagreed to team upwith D-I-T-T for their
pioneering Roadmap to Success CD-Rom project in
conjunctionwiththeBBC —whichisto beillustrated by
Tintinand Snowy.

Thanking himfor hisoutstanding hospitdity, D--T-T
executivedirector Judith Sanson presented Mr Horeman
with aTie Rack tieasatoken of the charity’sappreciation
for hissupport.

Below: A toast to Tintin: “The Reception’ reproduced with the
kind permission of the Hergé Foundation
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D:I-T-T volunteers work with leading experts, creating and promoting tools that enable dyslexic learners

to succeed in a competitive world




Speaking afterwards, she said: * What aspectacular occasion! Therewas so much attention to detail —even
our nametagshad beautiful Tintin lapel pinsattached.’

Mr Horemanssaid: ‘| thought it was essentid to arrangethelunch. D+1-T-T workswith alot of volunteers. |
asoaminvolvedinvoluntary work and | realisethat it isimportant that people get recognitionfor their
work and support... alot of people spend their precioustimehelping.’

Headded: ‘ It was agood opportunity for usall to get to know each other and to speak about all kinds of
things, but not inaworkshop environment. It wasaninformal event with anice atmosphere—|I think the
human part of it wasimportant and it waswel | appreciated.

‘| talked to somevery interesting peoplewho were ableto sharetheir experiencewith dysdexia. It gaveme
confirmation that we are participating intheright project.’

Representativesfrom the Roadmap to Success multi-mediaproject partners, including Eveline Verdonck,
Cableand Wireless Benelux PR manager, and Gail Block, freelance producer for the BBC, also attended
thelunch, dthough unfortunately Grace Hermitage, EMEA corporate businessmanager a Levi Strauss,
wasunabletojoin. O

CD-Rom winssupport of Hergé family

Tintin'spledgeto help young dydexicswith D+l -T-T’spioneering new CD-Romisoneof the biggest
charitableprojectshehasever beeninvolvedin.

Theingeniousadolescent detective hasalong history of helping the underdog, asaquick glancethrough
the pages of hismany bookswill reveal, and he haslent hisbacking to anumber of good causesover the
years.

But according to Peter Horemans, director general at Moulinsart, he hasnever been linked to such afar-
reaching project before. ‘ Thisisthebiggest onehe hasbeeninvolvedin,” heconfirmed. ‘ Tintin'snever
beeninvolvedin something of such ascalebefore. Mot of thetime, the projectsarejust nationally based,
but the Roadmap to Successwill have an internationa impact.’

How fitting then that Hergé crusading comic character’s popul arity hasreached cult statusworldwide—a
fact confirmed to Peter during hisrecent businesstravels. Hesaid: ‘| havejust comeback fromatripto
Asiaand Tintinisvery popular in certain areas, particularly Singapore, Taiwan and even China. Itis
amazingthat heissouniversal’

Moulinsart, the commercia wing of the Hergé Foundation, handlesrequestsfrom awidevariety of
organisationsaround theworld who want to use Tintin' simage, whether in musicals, animated television
series, or advertising and merchandise. One such project includes support for the Belgian-based charity
Action Damian that hel psleprosy sufferers.

Peter stressed: ‘We haveto bevery protective of the property. We don't takelightly any potentia partners
and we haveto bevery selective.

‘Tintinis 73 years-old today. And for himto continueto be aspopular asheis, great care needsto be
taken of hisuse. However, weknow theintentionsof D-|-T-T are good and the Roadmap to Success
projectisvery important.’

Infact, herevealed, support for the CD-Rom goes straight to the highest echel ons of the organi sation:
Hergé swidow Fanny and Nick Rodwell follow itsprogresswith keeninterest.

Hesaid: *Wehavethe privilegeto bein contact with Mr and MrsRodwell. | report to them directly. They
havevery high regard for the CD-Rom project. Quite often Mr Rodwel | asksif thereisany news.
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Wined and dined: at the summer lunch hosted by Peter Horemans
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Unfortunately they could not be at thelunchin August, but they would have been delighted to attend. They
fed avery strong involvement.’

Peter too revealsapersonal interest in the project. He empathiseswith the plight of ayoung dyslexic having
struggled with reading problemshimsalf asachild. And heisaware of the confusion facing parentsof
young dydexicsthrough hissister’ sdifficultiesin getting help for her adopted child from India, who has
dydexia

‘That iswhy thisCD-Romisvery important. It helpsthese children, who areaready feeling solonely and
isolated. It helpsgivethem hopefor thefuture,” hesaid. ‘ And with the BBC and the dynamic people
working ontheproject, | am sureit will bevery successful.” O

Freelance producer joins BBC team

If one person hasto take responsibility for keeping D+1-T-T’sCD-Rom show ontheroad, it's Gail Block.

A freelance producer, Gail hastaken over the day-to-day running of the Roadmap to Success multi-media
project for the BBC.

Working under the guidance of ‘top dog’ executive producer Andrew Law, introduced to Newd etter
readersearlier thisyear, she'scharged with overseeing creative content, coordinating the team and staying
on budget.

Andwiththefirst project planning phase successfully under her belt, Gail isnow juggling the challenges of
producing the pioneering CD-Rom on schedule—a prospect sherelishes.

However sheisthefirst to admit that the Roadmap to Success project presents somevery different
challenges. * Theway it hasbeen put together isunique. Judith[Sanson, DI -T-T executivedirector] has
managed to bring together the Tintin element and come up with abasic brief and fundersto support it.
From aproduction company’s point of view, it’san unique set up towork within,” shesaid.

TheCD-Romisamed at young peoplewith dydexiawho areliving inaninternationa multilingual context—
perhapsasthe offspring of mixed-language parents going to aschool whereteachingisinadifferent
language from their mother tongue. D+1-T-T recognisesthat | earning asecond languageisamake or break
hurdlefor al school children—and, for thedydexiclearner, itisoftenthefinal straw.

Gail isfully awareof theimpact of producing for aninternational audience. * Asaprogramme maker the
language and cultural issuesdo makeit morechalenging ... it doesadd another layer of complexity.’

But little dauntsthisdynamic self-confessed Europhile, who fondly recallshow her family used to speak
French at the breakfast table.” My father grew up in the South of France, and we spent alot of timein
Franceand Italy whenyoung.’

Likewise, sheisthrilled to beworking with Tintin, despitethetechnical challengesthe partnershipwiththe
Gadllic cartoon hero presents. Gall reveded: ‘| lovehim. My father introduced meto him at an early ageand
| remember |ooking through the comic books of my French pen pal’syounger brothers. Theideaisgreat
and now we are grappling with theredisation. Welovethat thefact he' san investigator and thisCD-Rom
Isapersond investigation for thedydexic user. Welovethe confluence ... theopportunity for the medium
toreflect themessage.’

Just likethe Tintin comics, the CD-Rom’s content aimsto be of valueto anyone, aged sevento 77, but the
primary target audienceis9- to 13-year-olds, ‘ agroup whichishighly attracted to Tintin,” according tothe
jointBBC/D-I-T-T planning document. It highlightshow theseyoungstersmay well havedipped through the
education net, sotheir needswill begreat,” adding: ‘ recent research reinforcesthe messagethat the earlier
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Working lunch: Gail (on the left) meets D-I-T-T supporters.
In the centre is Peter Horemans, director general of Moulinsart, and on the right is Anny Cooreman.

the professional intervention, the better the prognosis, which makesthe plight of the undiagnosed 13-year-
oldevengresater.’

Proudly introducing the production line-up, Gail admitted one of thejoysof workingwith suchalarge
corporation asthe BBC isthe chanceto hand pick the most appropriate peoplefor aproject. ‘We' ve
goneto someeffort to put together ateam which wethink isright for thejob.’

Thissdect crew will beworking hand-in-hand with expertsand consultants brought together by or
membersof D-I-T-T.

An accomplished film and CD-Rom maker, whose clients haveincluded the Open University of Great
Britain, Channel 4 Learning and theNationa Youth Music Thestre, Gail specidisesinethical, medica and
environmental issues.

Shealso hasawealth of experience of working with voluntary organisations—which sheclaimshasgiven
her aninsight into their particular needsand sensitivities. And shefed sher practica understanding of many
of thecommon issuesfacing such organisationsis complemented by her education and training: shestudied
biology, psychology and philosophy at Durham University. * It all mouldsmy general approach,” shesaid.

Ever sinceshefirst becameinvolvedwiththeD-I-T-T project, Gail saysshehasbeen astounded to
discover the number of peoplewhoselivesaretouched by thelearning difficulty. Sherecallshow ona
recent train journey afellow passenger struck up conversation about her severely dydexic son after noting
the producer wasreading abook by dyslexiaexpert Bevé Hornshy.

And sheadmitsher meetingswith D-l-T-T supportersin Brussel sthissummer have been extremely
inspiring. ‘ It waswonderful to see how concerned and caring peoplewere about their children, how hungry
they wereto maketheir children’slivesbetter for them. It also made merealise, as| know from my own
experiences, how disruptivethewrong kind of teaching can be. | really empathised withthem.” O
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Web Sitehitsthemark

On average over 200 visitorsamonth haveturnedto D-I-T-T'sWeb site, according to aprofessional
Web-tracking company.

Around 50 peopl e have been logging each week to www.ditt-online.org sinceApril thisyear. And the
majority of usershavefound it so useful that they have bookmarked the site among their favourite pages,
according to dataproduced by Stats4all.com. Other top 20 referrersincludelinksfrom Tintin’sWeb site,
European Schoolnet, Altavistaand the British DydexiaAssociation.

Thelively and informative siteis packed with awed th of information on thelearning difficultiesy aswell as
newsof the non-profit making organisation’swiderangeof initiatives.

Created soldly by volunteers, including D-I-T-T Web-master David Rowan and designer Pauline Key-
Kairis, specia featuresinclude detailsof different state education provision for education, freeelectronic
versionsof key publicationstrandated into fivelanguages, acomprehensivelist of resourcesand back
copiesof the colourful e-newd etter.

Vigtorshaveflocked from 47 countriesworldwide, athough the statistical information revea sthat
www.ditt-online.org ismost popular with Belgian userswith other 40 per cent of hitsfromthiscountry’s
browsers. Other userscomefrom asfar afield asAustrailia, Canadaand Brazil aswell asmuch of Europe.
L ast February marked aclimax in popularity when nearly 400 visitors browsed the Web pages.

D-I-T-T board member Susan Calamass said: ‘ Theseareimpressivefirst resultsfor D-1-T-T, giving usalot
to build on. Oneof our key aimsisto reach out those who most need help and the Web sitewill be, andis
already proving to be, aninvauabletool.” O

Mosaic helps dyslexicsread
Dydexic students achieve higher reading-test results after using apegboard device, research hasfound.

Experimentsby Dl -T-T-commended scientist Thierry Bourdignon have shown that dydexic children who
handled anon-verbal devicedescribed asa‘mosaic’ scored significantly higher resultsin reading testswith
new words and pseudo words than thosewho had not used the device.

TheUniversity of Mons Cognitive Sciences specidist, who wasawarded the Marcelle Napier highly-
commended prizeby D-I-T-T in 2001, teamed up with one of hisstudents, Mieke Soetagert, to carry out
thisresearch.

The pair worked with agroup of 16 dydexic seven-year-oldsover 10 half-hour sessionstotest the
hypothesisthat anon-verbal device can help dydexic children. They believethat onekind of pegboard
exercisecan helpinstal segmental consciousness—and could thusremediate segmentation difficulties
encountered by dydexic children. The pair did not work with the control group of childrenin order to
avoidinterferencewiththeir ‘norma’ acquisition of reading skills. Both groupsweretested beforeand after
usngthe'BELEC'.

Describingtheresultsas’ promising’, Dr Bourdignonsaid: ‘ The statistical trestment of theresultsshows
that the segmentation exercises have asignificant effect on reading performances.’

Toread Bordignon and Soetaert’s‘ memoire’ infull visit ProjectsThe Marcelle Napier Award at
www.ditt-online.org O
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Pledgeto break the cycle of despair

It wasthe horror of meeting child after child whose dydexiahad
driventhemto thebrink of despair and even attempted suicide
that compelled Judith Sanson to do something.

D-1-T-T’sexecutivedirector declares. ' Theanguish of seeing
children bullied in school by teachersbecausethey are
considered to be stupid spurred meinto action. | wasseeing it
closeupintheEuropean context ... children becoming utterly
demoralised because of their treatment because no one
education system could or would takeresponsibility.’

The married mother-of-two’sdecision to dedicate herself to

hel ping dydexics succeed eventudly led her, in October 2000,
tohelpfound D-I-T-T asanon-profit-making organisation witha
mission to create and promote tool sand technol ogiesthat

Campaigning for change: enabledydexicstodojust that.
Judith Sanson

But why dydexia?‘ Becauseit causesthe most anguish and its symptomsare so widespread,” explained the
committed 60-year-old volunteer. ‘ Itisstill solittle understood becauseit cannot be seen. People can see
people on crutches or when someone has cerebral palsy. | felt something had to be doneto bring this
crippling disability out into the public arena’

In 2000 theinexhaustible pragmatist qualified for the Hornsby Internationa Centrefor Teaching Dydexic
Studentswith distinction. Shefeel sthe course hasgiven her agreater understanding of theissuesinvolved
and thesort of training that isappropriateto help young dydexics.

But hel ping one student amongst so many who need help wasnot an option: ‘1 alwayswanted to work on
amuchwider scale. | feel the need to help more and more young peopleand help break the cycle of
despair and destruction. Onechild | came across had tried to commit sui cide because he was so desperate
with dydexia—and hisstory isnot unique.’

Judith becamean unstinting campaigner, whosework with D-1-T-T isthe culmination of along history of
battling toimprovethedrop-out and failurerates because of language difficulties.

An English graduatefrom Aberdeen University, Scotland, she studied Frenchin Parisat the Sorbonne and
qudifiedinteaching Englishtoforeign and second language |l earnersafter taking her PGCE teacher training
and aproficiency in phoneticsat London University. She made astudy of both reading development and
management before becoming atutor at at the Open University.

After movingto Brussalsin 1989, she volunteered with FOCUS, acareer devel opment organisation, and
the Community Hel p Service, hel ping devise outreach programmesand afirst Education Directory. L ater
shebecameinvolvedinfounding European Childrenin Crisis. There sheset up atradition of training
sessionswith distinguished speakersin specia education, and coordinated aChildren’'sMusic Festival, one
of aseriesof eventstoraisefundsfor children trapped inthe adversities of separated education systems.
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With ateam of concerned parentsand teachers, shewroteafirst guidefor familiesof childrenwith specific
learning difficulties: apost-conference document followingAction for Dydexiaat the European Parliament
in 1994 funded by the European Commission. The Guidewasillustrated by Quentin Blakeand distributed
world-widethroughthe Belgian Ministry to their embassies.

Shedevised and compiled asecond guide with leading expertson dydexia, multilingualismand culture
shock to accompany the Language Shock — Dyslexia across Culturesvideo, which explored theissues
faced by the child with learning difficultiesand was produced by the BBC.

A regular churchgoer, Judithismotivated by aburning desireto help theunderdog. Shesaid: ‘| havea
senseof socid responsibility. | don't liketo seesocid ills.... not that I’ m better than anyone elseat
addressing them. But | hateto see peopl e suffering unnecessarily and | liketo feel that | can makea
differenceand I’ m prepared to devote mysdlf to that.’

Before coming to Brussels, Judith worked for the United Nationsin New York, Viennaand Paris, and the
BBCinLondon, aswell astravelling extensively around theworld. Shesaid: ‘ It wasdifficult for metofind
acareer initially, | wasnot adoctor or amusician with awhole career patternlaid out infront of me. | felt
guilty at spending themoney | had earned so painstakingly ontravel for myself, but someoneadvised meit
wasinvestinginlife. Theexperiencewasenriching beyond belief andin so many ways. | will never forget
theenthraling sight of thehillsof Tibet at sunrise. .. therewasalot of mind-blowing stuff, particularly for a
young mind. Very enriching.’

Her travel experiencethroughout Africa, Asaand the Middle East all certainly added valueto her work. It
al fell into place when she became Borough L anguage Organiser with Hammersmith and Fulham, one of
thetwelveinner London boroughs setting up language classes. Her work took her into theworld of
immigrants, refugeesand migrant workersin one of themost disadvantaged areasin London. Shesaid: ‘1
had beento the placeswhere my students camefrom ... the Punjab, HongKong ... and wasall themore
keenly aware of languageissuesand how they arelinked with identity and so many other social factors. |
wasand still am keenly aware of society’sinequalitiesand keentodo all | canto addresstheissues.” O

O Choosingtheright programme

Dyslexia expert Judith Stansfield gets to grips with the diverse range of computer programmes
currently available on the market. Reprinted below is the independent SEN and ICT consultant’s
response to a baffled parent’s plea for advice during a recent Senco forum debate.

Asaruleof thumb, work done at home should complement and extend what isdone at school; timeisnot
so critical at home, so activitiesthat requireregular short stintslikelearning to usethe keyboard and
practising spelling and arithmetic can be doneevery day and dotted in between more‘ interesting’ activities
like computer gamesetc. Incidentally theseare much better restricted to games machinesthan cluttering up
thememory of thecomputer! They are useful for devel oping hand-eye coordination, self-esteem and fun!

Daily practice on akeyboard program over the school holidays can providethe necessary skill to use
Alphasmart or Dreamwriter, etc. effectively, which could be promised asthe carrot for success. Thereis
alsotimeat hometo explore adventures, longer talking books, etc. that arerestricted at school by the bell
or another child'sturn.
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For younger children using Clicker4 (Crick), with all its downl oadable resources, providesava uableand
growing resourcefor parentsto useto foster interest and successin reading and writing. For older children
Writing with Symbol s 2000 (Widgit) supported with Wordbar (Crick) will enablethem to preparewritten
homework moreindependently asthe picturerebuses and speech tapinto thevisua strengths of many
dydexics. Thefinal document can be stripped of the rebusesand printed out asanormal piece of word-
processingto handin.

Electronic Library and the Comprehension disc (Carron) arereally useful for older pupilswho still have
reading difficulties. Thelatest EL Lib hassomeextrafeatures, one of which providesasmpletool tofind
the preferred screen colour choice and the stories can then be read with that background.

Wordshark (Whitespace) and Gamz provide well-structured spelling practicefor dydexic/ dyspraxic
children, but Sarspel|2001 isbetter if thereisany element of Asperger’s, asitistotally predictablein style
and format and therefore more re-assuring than the busy screens of WWordshark.

LexiaUK and Scan I T (Maia) aregood for devel oping reading skills, speed and accuracy. Timely
Remindersand Timeto Revise (CAL SC) aregood for devel oping good memory habits. A mind-mapping
program isgood to use at hometo organiseideas and plan essays etc. Kidspiration or Draftbuilder is
recommended for young children; Inspiration Ygnius or Mindmanager for older studentsand Thinksheet
for thosewho are not so visually strong, but need hel p to organi sethemselvesin amore seria mode.

A screen reader (TextHelp or Penfriend) or talking wp (TextEase, WWS2K, Write Outloud etc.) isa
useful revision tool to provide sound aswell astext when going over essaysand notes produced onthe
computer.

Thehome computer issuch avaluableresourceitisvital for school and hometo work together to get the
most out of it. Parentsonly seewhat isavailablefrom the high street stores so | etting them know about the
R-E-M, AV P, Semerc, Inclusive Technology, Don Johnston, Crick and Widgit sitesand how to get their
cataloguesisan eye-opener! Thisisnot adefinitivelist but should givefood for thought.

For moreinformation visit http://web.onyxnet.co.uk/Stass-onyxnet.co.uk 0

O Therapist and mum join forces

A UK information booklet has earned such adistinguished reputation that parts have been added to the
publicationslistsof two major teaching organisations.

Developed by aHornsby-trained dyd exiatherapist and now co-edited by the mother of adydexic child,
the SoL.D Resources booklet has been recogni sed asafirst-class source of information relating to specific
learning difficulties(dydexia) for parentsand professiona sacrossthe country.

Over 1,000 copieshave been sold inthelast year d one, and the Specia Educational Needs Joint Initiative
for Training (SENJIT) at the London I nstitute of Education and the Professional Association of Teachers
with Specific Learning Difficulties (PATOSS) have both adopted the national sectionfor their lists.

Thenationa bookl et offersresourcesfor common conditions such asspecific languageimpai rment,
dydexia, dyspraxia, ADHD, Asperger’ssyndrome and autism. The 84-pagedirectory also providesbrief
information on specificlearning difficultiesincluding: handwriting problems, vision and hearing, speech and
language problems, literacy and numeracy, enlisting speciaist hel p and choosing aschool.

Itisdesigned so that users can quickly find the namesand addresses of rel evant organisations, publications
and Web siteswheremore help, expertiseand adviceisavailable.
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Mum Sarah Raerecallshow desperate she became after her son lain’sloca primary-school teachers
refused to acknowledge hisdydexiaeven after assessment —leaving the once articulate and able eight-
year-old to stagnate near the bottom of hisclass.

After along battle she stumbled acrosstherapist Gillian Hawley, who provided alistening ear, plenty of
practical adviceand specidist tuition. Sarah admitted: ‘| felt asthough I’ d won thelottery that morning —
what arelief to find someone who understood the problem.’

Over thenext few years Sarah offered informal help to other parentsfacing smilar Stuations. Andfive
yearsago, Gillianinvited her to become co-editor of the home-produced booklet she had already
developed and distributed freeto all her regional LEA establishments.

“Wewere both committed to supplying information to parentsin aformthat waseasly accessibleand
affordable,’ said Sarah. ‘ Parents need pointers—it’' sasteep learning curve. They also need to acquire
enough basi cinformation to know what questionsto ask their potential helpersand to better understand
and discussadvicebeing given by professonds.’

Thebookletissold at cost pricea ong with afree supplement listing local organisations, support groups
and specialist registersfor countiesincluding Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex, Hertfordshire, Norfolk,
Suffolk and part of Northamptonshire.

For moreinformation contact gillianhawley @amserve.net

Bookletsareavailable costing £4.50 (including postage and packaging) from Gillian Hawley, SpLD
Resources Booklet, The Old Bakery, Radwinter Road, Ashdon, Saffron Walden, Essex CB10 2ET.
Cheqgues should be made payableto Gillian Hawley SpL.D Account. O

O Web sitenews

— Click onwww.smonmiddley.co.uk for awith acomprehensive selection of educational reports, links
to useful stesincluding many dedicated to dydexia, on-linelearning, mentoring, literacy, learningand ICT
and post 16 choices.

— Youngsterslooking to forgefriendshipsby mail or e-mail need look no further than the European
School net Web site. Pupilssearching for pen palscan visit www.eun.or g/penpal and teacherslooking for
exchanges between classes can browse www.eun.org/partner-find

— Worldwideteaching issuesare thefocusof Education International’ sWeb site at www.ei-ie.org The
site, whichisavailablein French, English or Spanish, claimsto represent theworld'slargest educators
federation, with 25 million membersthroughits 311 member organi sations.

— Asdtecentred around conditionslikeADHD, Asperger’ssyndromeand dyd exia, which wasfeatured in
an earlier newdetter, hasundergoneamajor revamp thissummer.

Aimed at peoplewith hidden impai rments, www.Hi2u.or g haswon over 20 awardsfrom around the
world, accordingtoitscreator. It has also been granted the ‘ wired patrol kids safety sedl of approval’
meaning the site has been vetted and considered safefor youngstersto visit. New improvementsinclude
pages on voi cerecognition software. O
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— *x D-T-T stalwartretires

Legal andfinancia consultant André Poncelet, whose
grandfather founded the Ligue de Familles, isto stand down
fromtheD-I-T-T Board.

Andréchampioned D-I-T-T by masterminding the Roadmap to
SQuccesssdlf-helplearning tool, the Marcelle Napier Research
Award and the organisation’soriginal set-up in 2000.

Fellow board member, Susan Calamass said: ‘ Hewaskeenly
awareof thegapsin provisonfor children with hidden
handicaps. Hehas, unfailingly, given generoudy of histimeand
backing and aboveall hisvison. Andintheroleof friendand
adviser André has stated hewill dwaysbetherefor D-I1-T-T
too.’

Acrosstheyears, M. Poncel et hasinspired and assisted many
philanthropic organisationsintheir amstoimprove social and
educationa opportunitiesfor thedisadvantaged. D-1-T-T looks
Farewell thanks: Retiring forward to his continuing encouragement asawise counsdllor
board member André Poncelet andfriend. O

* FAWCO fact-findingmission

Theopinionsof like-minded individualson guideinesaimed at hel ping teachersacrosstheglobearebeing
sought by aninternational group of women.

The project, initiated by the Federation of American Women's Clubs Overseas (FAWCO), amsto
support mainstream classroom teachersworld-wide by providing smple strategiesthat they can employ to
help learning-differently studentsin their classrooms. The guiddines, devel oped by FAWCO'seducation
support committee, will also amto provide help tointernationa ly-mobile studentsand their families.

Now FAWCO itiscalling on students, parentsand educationa professional's, support groupsand
organisationsto contribute and eventually endorsethe one page guidewhich they hopeto makeavailable
to the European Council of International Schools, the European Union Ministry of Education and the
educational authoritiesof the 35 countrieswhere FAWCO hasmember clubs. Distributionisscheduled for
March 2003.

InAugust, educational support committeechair and D-1-T-T member Susan vanAlsenoy presented details
ontheproject to the University of Uppsala'sinternational Research and European Policy conferenceon
dysexia Sheexplained how it had devel oped because most mainstream teacherswere busy people
working many uncompensated hours, who received little or no practical guidanceonhow to helpa
learning-differently student intheir classroom, adding: ‘ Thispaper would not go into any explanation of
learning difficulties—thewhys, howsand how-comes.... It would be suggested that teacherskeep this
paper together withtheir classregister for easy reference.’

For moreinformation about the project visit hitp://studentswhol earn.fawco.org or e-mail Susan direct at
s.van.asenoy@pandora.be.
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FAWCO isanon-profit-making umbrellaorganisation for 78 independent American women’sclubsin 35
countriesaround theworld representing over 17,000 women. Seewww.fawco.org O

* Conferencing at home

Teachers, parentsand educationalistswereinvited to login to anationwide UK conferencefromthe
comfort of their own computerslast month.

TheBritish Educationa Communi cationsand Technol ogy Agency (Becta) hosted the online conference,
‘ICT inschoolsacrossthe UK’ from 23 to 26 September.

Vigtorstothe*virtua’ event, which washeld in partnership with Classroom 2000, Education Technol ogy
Strategy in Northern Ireland and L earning and Teaching Scotland, were ableto participatein online
discussionstacklingissuessuch aslinteractive | CT teaching and learning for pupilswith SEN, ICT and
Specia Educational Needs, SEMERC Softwareand Inclusive Practicein ICT.

Beforethe event, Bectaorganiserssaid: * Taking part in the online conferencemeansyou canjoinin
presentations, visit exhibitionsand enjoy thesocid discussion at atimewhichisconvenient for you—from
your living room or office. Put thekidsto bed, pour yourself acup of tea, andjoinin! It'sthat easy!’

Theonlineevent washeld free of chargein conjunctionwith the Education Northern Ireland (ENI), Belfat,
23-24 September and the Scottish Education and Teaching with Technology (SETT) show, Glasgow, 25-
26 September.

And delegatesattending the‘real’ conferencewere also ableto take part in workshopsand online
discuss onsfrom computers on the conferencefloor.

For moreinformation visit www.i ctadvice.org.uk/conference i

* Portuguese meeting

Hopesare high that the Portuguese government may hel p with distribution of thetrand ated version of the
Language Shock Pack.

D-I-T-T executivedirector Judith Sansonisdueto meet with FilomenaPereira, dydexiaspecialist at the
Portuguese Ministry of Education, thismonth. Shesaid: ‘Weare offering to providethemwith copiesof the
Portuguese Pack for distribution to their own schoolsand training programmes.” O

% |talian Guideonthecards

Essentid help and advice on overcoming learning difficultieswill soonbeavailablein Itdian—if funding can
befound. The e-book version of the Language Shock Guidewill be madefreely available. A printed
versionisscheduled to follow when funding becomesavailable. O

* CD-Rom eagerly anticipated

D-1-T-T’spioneering CD-Rom project isaready attracting interest from theinternational education
community.
TheHead of Child Development at the Community Help Service, Belgium, whoiscurrently developinga

group for seven- and elght-year-olds, haswarmly wel comed the Roadmap to Success multimedia
package, whichisdueto be completed next autumn. O
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* Quentin note-card packsfor sale

Supportersare being urged to purchase D1 -T-T 'sunique Quentin Blake greeting cardsand help raise
much-needed fundsfor the organi sation.

The cheerful notel etsfeature afull-colour version of the drawing for the Language Shock Packsby thetop
children’sillustrator, and areavailablefromthe DI -T-T officein packetsof 10 cardswith envel opesfor
€10 — the ideal gift. O

* Second language classes—yesfor dysexic learnerstoo — praised

Finnishlessonsat aBrussal steaching centre have been given thethumbsup by adydexiclearner and
D-I-T-T member.

PaulinaVan Rijnwarmly praised the Call Internationa course, in particular highlighting the beneficia way
the sessionsadopted avariety of methodsin which thetarget languagewasreinforced for memorisation.

Paulina, who learnt to count in Finnish and say the hours of the day using techniques such asroleplay, lotto
and bingo, said: ‘| really enjoyed thethreelessons, they were very well done! We changed “games’ the
wholetime, so| didn’t get achanceto get absent-minded, tired or even desperate.’

For moreinformation contact Patrick Waguet, Centre Manager, Call International, Rue des Drapiers 25,
1050 Bruxelles, or telephone + 32-(0)2 644 95 95. O

# Fundsurgently required

Researching new sourcesof incomeremainsatop priority for theD-I-T-T board. Treasurer Ralph Palim
said: “Wearelooking for fundsfor pressing the Roadmap to Success CD-Rom, paying for trand ation,
Web site devel opment and consultation feeswherethese are aprerequisite. We also need help to cover the
costsof office back-up.’

D-I-T-Tisgrateful to Levis StraussAdvised Fund at CharitiesAid Foundation and Cable& Wirelessfor
making the Roadmap to Success possible. Other sponsorsareaready showing aninterest in helping with
theessentia corefunding. O

£ British Telecom
Thanksgoto BT, which hasgeneroudly offered to help support D-1-T-T by providing servicesinkind. O
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@ Tough wordsfrom Bill Gates

Theworld'srichest man recently dished out somewords of wisdom to studentsat an American high
school. And D:I-T-T member Elizabeth Catzel, who forwarded Bill Gates advicefor readersto mull over,
reckonshe'shit thenail onthe head, adding: * Hetalks about how feel-good, politically correct teachings
created ageneration of kidswith no concept of reality and how thisconcept set themup for faillureinthe
real world.’

Bill’srulesfor red lifeareasfollows:
Rulel: Lifeisnotfar—getusedtoit.

Rule2: Theworldwon't care about your self-esteem. Theworld will expect you to accomplish
something befor eyou fedl good about yourself.

Rule3: Youwill not make $40,000 ayear right out of high school. Youwon't beavice-president with a
car phoneuntil you earn both.

Rule4: If youthink your teacher istough, wait till you get aboss.

Rule5:  Hipping burgersisnot beneath your dignity. Your grandparentshad adifferent word for burger
flipping—they caled it opportunity.
Rule6: If youmessup, it’snot your parents’ fault; sodon’t whine about your mistakes, learn from them.

Rule7: Beforeyouwereborn, your parentsweren't asboring asthey are now. They got that way from
paying your bills, cleaning your clothesand listening to you talk about how cool you are. So
beforeyou savetherainforest fromthe parasitesof your parents’ generation, try delousing the
closet inyour ownroom.

Rule8: Your school may have doneaway with winnersand losers, but life hasnot. In some schoolsthey
have abolished failing gradesand they’ |l giveyou asmany timesasyou want to get theright
answer. Thisdoesn't bear the dightest resemblancetoanythinginred life.

Rule9: Lifeisnotdividedintosemesters. Youdon't get summersoff and very few employersare
interested in helping youfind yourself. Dothat onyour owntime.

Rulel0: Televisonisnot red life. Inred life peopleactualy haveto leavethe coffee shop and gotojobs.
Rule11l: Benicetonerds. Chancesareyou'll end up working for one. O

@ Andfinally...

Thanksto Ruth Newbury of Senco forum — poetry for 16-year-old school leavers—not to be distracted
by life'sobstaclesto successintheir lives:

Troubl€e' slikeathistlethat standsright in your way,

It cannot fail to grab you some sad and bitter day.

But why not walk around it asanyone can do?

Never troubletrouble, till troubletroublesyou!

Editor: VirginiaHaydon, Press & PR consultant

D:-T-T Newdletter - No.9 - Autumn 2002 page 14



	Contents
	CD Rom wins support of Hergé family 
	Freelance producer joins BBC team 
	Projects 
	- Web site hits the mark 
	- Mosaic helps dyslexics read 
	Profile - Judith Sanson 
	What works 
	Announcements 
	Money Matters 
	Reflections 


