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Brain damedazzlesBrussdals

Meeting of minds: Special guest Professor Susan Greenfield
examines the brain with D-I-T-T advisor Professor Dirk Bakker at
the Belgian Royal Institute of Natural Sciences.

Morethan 300 people, including pupilsfrom Brussels multi-
lingual schoals, attended atalk on 7 May by world-renowned
brain scientist Baroness Susan Greenfildtomark D-I-T-T’s
firgt full-year AGM.

Introducing the event, PrincessMargaretha, D1 -T-T’sPatron,
sad: ‘DI-T-T setsout to help dydexiclearners, their families
and teachersto succeed. Itshard-working volunteersare now
focusing their energieson developing anew self-helplearning
tool with the support of itsenthusiastic membersand
sponsors.’

D-I-T-T volunteers work with leading experts, creating and
promoting tools that enable dyslexic learners to succeed in a
competitive world
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Relive Susan’s brain experience

PrincessMargarethastressed the
importanceof researchintothebrain
and furthering thequest to help dydexic
learners, in her introductory speech at
theD:I-T-T Open Forum.

Recognising theneed for awhole
programme of work and research, she
added: * Weknow that peoplethink and
learnin different ways, dydexic or non-
dydexic, andthat’swhy itisimportant
for usto understand — as parents,
teachersand learners—what scientists
discover about our brainsand how they
operatedifferently, sothat in Baroness
Greenfield’sownwords, wewill all be
more ableto respect individuality in
othersand celebrateit in ourselves.’

The speaker, who had earlier visited the Roya Belgian Ingtitute of Natural Sciences ‘BraininAction’
exhibition, took anumber of questionsfrom thefloor after her talk on ‘ the Brain of the Future’ ontopics
such asdesigner drugs, brain transpl ants and mapping the human genome.

Royal seal of approval: Princess Margaretha greets the Professor
at the European Parliament.

Afterwards, shejoined volunteersfor arelaxing meal inthe Place de Luxembourg overlooking the
European Parliament buildings.

= Vistwww.ditt-online.org/Events.htm to see more of photographer Christian Lambiotte'scoverage of the
event. A specid souvenir on-line photo a bum, toinclude captionsand dideillustrations used by
Baroness Greenfield, isbeing devel oped by typographic designer PaulineKey-Kairis.

m A limited number of lending videosof ‘ The Brain of the Future’ at the European Parliamentisavailable
on afirst-come-first-served basisfromthe DI -T-T office—call +32-2 537 70 66.

What thepaperssaid...

A double-page spread in Brussels' newsweekly magazine, the Bulletin, not only ensured that the Susan
Greenfield talk was oversubscribed — sadly many applicantsfor tickets had to be turned down—but it also
hel ped raise awareness of dydexiaand D-I-T-T'swork.

Theevent waswarmly supported by arange of dyd exiaorgani sations across Europe, with coverage by
APEDA inFranceaswell as reports on the European Schoolnet Web sitein French, Italian, Dutch and
German.

Speaking after thetalk, Dr EleonoraTeixeirada Costa-Rossol | of theAustrian Children and Youth Group
inBrussalssaid: ‘ A most heartfelt thank you for the brilliant organi sation of last week’ s conference by
Baroness Greenfield at the European Parliament. Theinformation we received was most interesting and we
will make sureto passit onto our members.’
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Top dyslexia expert John Sein of Oxford University will
speak at D+1-T-T's Annual Open Forumin Brussels next year
on Wednesday 7 May 2003.

AsProfessor of Physiology, he hasdedicated years of research
into thelinks between dyd exiaand eyecontrol.

Trained asaclinical neurologist and afellow and tutor of
medicineand physiological sciencesat Magdaen Collegesince
1970, Professor Stein has carried out extensiveresearch on
visud guidance of eyeand limb movementsin neurological
patientsand dydexics.

Hebegan to study theroleof eye control indysexicsin 1978,
and hasbeen pursuing the hypothesisthat dysexics' problems
result fromimpaired low-level perceptua visuomotor and
auditory processing that iscaused by abnormal devel opment of
magnocd lular neuronesinthebrain. Hebelievestheir

Pioneer professor: John Stein of . . . .
Oxford University development isdetermined by acombination of genetic,

immunologica and nutritiond factors. Morerecently, hehas
examined the effect of fish oil supplementsonvisual processing.

Hobnobbing with the very cream of America’s teachers, specialists and politicians, D-1-T-T
supporter Susan van Alsenoy reports from the dizzy heights of Denver, Colorado on the Learning
Disabilities Conference earlier thisyear:

Therarified aamosphere was created not only by the altitude, but also by the presence of somany U.S.
leadersinthefiddof LD... that’slearning-differently for me, learning disabilitiesfor others.

Thiswastheair that one breasthed upon arrival at theAdam’sMark Hotel, [ocated right in the centre of
downtown Denver but still within view of the Rocky Mountains. Not only were parents, teachers, and
speciaistson hand, but also some membersof the Bush administration. For without politiciansthereareno
laws, and without lawsthereisno power.

Likemost conferences, it wastoo much, too quickly, intoo short atime. But it was not to be missed, and
I’mextremely grateful to have been ableto beaparticipant and, inaddition, torepresent D-I-T-T.

Broken up over two dayswasafour-hour timed ot entitled  Table Talk for Teachers whereyou could visit
variousareas of the massive ballroom where master teacherswere demongtrating some of their especialy
successful techniques. Therewerea so ‘ Table Talk for Parents' sessions.

Two research poster presentations held in the hall s outs de the | ecture rooms gave us achance to become
acquai nted with current research projects covering thewhole gamut of LD.

For theentirefirst day | attended sessions concerned with genetic and environmental factorsinlearning
disabilitiesand whether or not they can be prevented. Topicsincluded thyroid hormoneand brain
development, exposuresto lead and other heavy metalsand pesticides, and devel opmental neurotoxicity
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testing, which looked at protecting the devel oping brain. We have not been good custodians of our
environment, and our children and grandchildren arepaying theprice. Thisisacriticd issuefor thewhole
world. Pollution knowsno borders.

Thenext morning saw mein aworkshop dealing with assessment issuesin early childhood. Theafternoon
wasone of the highlightsof the conferencefor mewhen | wasableto attend alecturegiven by Richard
Lavoieof award winning, How Difficult Can ThisBe?, FEA.T. City workshop fame. Histopic thistime
was* On theWaterbed: The Special Needs Childinthe Family.’

Hegraphicaly illustrated how the existence of aL D problem in onemember of thefamily impactson all
members, how parentsand siblings are challenged and how they can hel p and support each other. Ashe
explained at thebeginning of histalk, * Our field hasonly recently cometo redizethat the child with specia
needs often exactsatremendousemational toll on parents. Many practitionersnow fed that the parental
reaction tothediagnosisof ADD or LD ismore severe and more pronounced than to any other type of

exceptiondity.’

Thelast highlight concernsan exceptional young man, Jonathan M ooney, noted author, speaker and
Truman Scholar. At theend of ademanding conferenceand at theend of avery large President’s Banquet,
most attendee’ sthoughtsturnimmediately to deep, and it would certainly be atributeto any speaker to
keep us awake beyond the opening comments.

However when Jonathan took thefloor no one' seyes drooped: they weretoo busy following thisfrantic,
pacing figure ashe demonstrated for uswhat itisliketo be*‘acase study in cognitivediversity.” Jonathan,
severely ADHD and dydexic himsalf, graduated summa cumlaude from Brown, one of thetop 10
universitiesinthe USA. Hisbook, Learning Outsidethe Lines, gives studentsthetool sfor academic
success and, perhaps even moreimportantly, educationa revolution. | purchased thisbook at the
conferenceand highly recommendit.

m SusanvanAlsenoy istheeducationa support committeechair for the Federation of American Women's
Clubs Oversess, theadministrative director of ASChiL D (Association Supporting Childrenwho Learn
Differently) and alearning support assistant at the Antwerp British School.

m For moreinformation about the conference, contact Susan at s.van.alsenoy@pandora.be.

Check out arecent articleon ‘ four dead-end kids' who went on to achieve businessfame at Fortune
magazine' sWeb site.

Thefeature examinesbus nessleaders and artistswho have gone beyond thelimitations of dydexia,
starting: ‘ Onewas spanked by histeachersfor bad gradesand apoor attitude. He dropped out of school
at 16. Another failed remedia English and cameperiloudy closeto flunking out of college. Thethird feared
he’ d never makeit through school —and might not have without atutor. Thelast finally learnedtoreadin
third grade, devouring Marvel comics, whose picturesprovided cluesto hel p him untanglethewords.

‘Thesefour losersare, respectively, Richard Branson, Charles Schwab, John Chambers, and David Boies.
Billionaire Branson devel oped oneof Britain’stop brandswith Virgin Recordsand Virgin AtlanticAirways.
Schwab virtually created the discount brokerage business. Chambersis CEO of Cisco. Boiesisa
celebrated tria attorney, best known asthe guy who beat Microsoft.’

m Toread more, turn to the Health pageson 13 May for the article on overcoming dys exiaby Betsy
Morrisat www.fortune.com/indexw.j html2channel =artcol .jhtml& doc_id=207665.
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Why does |earning German become a turn-off for students, whereas a taster for Spanish simply
whets the appetite for more? Foreign-language special needsteacher David Ritchie Wison, a
regular contributor to the SENCO forum (see Newsletter No.2, Winter 2000, page 7), getsto grips
with the relative difficulty and popularity of the two languages in school curriculum:

A colleaguerecently posted amessage on the SENCO forum about the results of asurvey of German and
Spanish coursesat her school. Whilethey seemed to enjoy Germanin Year 7, pupilsexperienced
progressivedifficulty withthe subject during Year 9.

But Spanish apparently bucked thistrend, increasing dightly in popul arity over thesame period. The
teacher solicited theviewsof other forum members, particularly those who had conducted asimilar poll,
and | wasprompted into offering thisexplanation:

‘I teach German. | haveaMasters' degreein the subject. | support another teacher with Year 10 Spanish.
| have no academic qualification inthe subject. Spelling in both languages appearsto beeasier thanin
French and English. Thedifficulty of German asaforeignlanguageiscommonly attributed toitscase
system and word order.

‘ Spanishisoften portrayed asare atively easy language, but it hasits problemstoo, for example, itstwo
verbs‘tobe’, itsuse of the subjunctive, four wordsfor ‘you' etc. Havealook at * SpanishisEasier than
French... Not!” at http://spanish.allinfo-about.com/articles/ar-spanishiseasier.html if you aren’t convinced.

‘When adl issaid and done, onelanguageisaseasy or asdifficult asany other to master. However, the
point at which alanguage' sdifficultieskick indoesvary. It can be something of awatershed. Sadly, it may
asorepresent acelling for somelearnerswho find grammatical concepts, and their application, particularly
challenging. It'spossibleto teach alanguagefor ayear or so without introducing the harder concepts of
grammar, but such avoidancetacticsdo limit thelearner to thelower Nationa Curriculumlevels. It sounds
asif theHispanists(sic) can postponethe’ hard stuff” alittlelonger than the Germanists(sic) can, but they
can'tdothat indefinitely.

‘Of course, other factorsmay beat play heretoo. Spanish might be popular because Spainisasummer
beach destination. German isthe most widely spoken European mother-tongue, however.’

Oneforum member later took meto task for my  summer beach destination” comment. On reflection, it
was somewheat flippant. Spanish literature, culture, civilisation, cuisne—thelistisendless—areindeed
world-class. Spanishisrightly thefirst foreignlanguagein the United States high school curriculum. After
all, itisthemother-tongue of L atin Americawith theexception of Portuguese-spesking Brazil.

Theplace of Spanishwithin Europeisrather different, however. The one European country whereitis
spoken asamother-tongue al so uses Catalan. Within Europe, English, French, Germanand Italian are
spoken as mother-tongues beyond the borders of the countriesthat gave them their namesand whose
populations each exceed Spain’s. Of course, Spanish has more mother-tongue speakersworl dwide than
even English does. But whoever said that anything to do with languageswasever completely
draightforward?

m David WilsonisaFrench, German and learning support teacher in north-east England and currently
serveson the SENCO forum advisory group. Hisresearch, presentationsand publicationsfocusonthe
use of new technol ogiesin theteaching of modern foreign languagesto school studentswith specia
educational needs.

» Hemaintainsateacher-training Web siteat www.tomwil son.com/david/case/, and abibliography of
modernforeignlanguagesand specia educationa needs at www.tomwilson.com/david/mfl/biblio.doc.
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European politicianstar geted

Theeducation provision for dydexicswas hiked up the European political agendaby therecent high-profile
vigt by Susan Greenfield.

All MEPsreceived aninvitation to the event, a ong with | eafl ets| obbying for recognition of learning
difficulties, the need for adapted education for the dydexic learner, and response at parliamentary and
ministerial levels. Amongst Memberswho acquired ticketsin advance were Camre M ogens of Denmark,
Bert Doorn and Rijk van Dam of the Netherlands, and Den Dover and DianaWallis of the UK.

Meanwhile, demand for the* Language Shock’ packs continues, with requestsfor copiesbeing fielded by
theD-I-T-T office. The Packsaremadefredly availablewherever it isconsidered they will carry the
message of the benefitsof adapted teaching. Feedback iscons stently positive, especidly where parents
and learnershave been confused and teachersarelooking for good practice and authentic scientific
research.

Thelong-awaited Portuguese version of the‘ Language Shock’ pack isnow being sent out onindividua
request. Mr Americo Moreiraof the University of Porto campusbookshop has been appointed sole
distributor for Portugal and areport on the project will be madeto the Femmesd’ Europe, who
sponsored thisproductionin December.

D:I-T-T isindebted to Dr Daniel Ofori for hisoutstanding work as project manager —in particular
his efficiency and resourceful ness. Portuguese-speaking volunteersarewarmly invited to jointheteamto
hel pwith further promotion and distribution.

Complimentary packs have been sent to Brazil and other Portuguese-speaking countries’ official
representativesfor their Ministriesof Education to review and use asthey seefit.

Roadmap to Success—BBC producer joinsteam

Development of the pioneering Roadmap to Success CD-Rom
isnow going onin conjunction with Andrew L aw, renowned for
hiseducational expertiseworksat the UK’sOpen University.

Mr Law ishighly experienced in the production of multi-sensory
interactive media, and workswith ateam of 15 producersat
Milton Keynes.

D-I-T-T Executive Director Judith Sanson and Treasurer Ralph
Palimjoined Mr Law for ameeting organised by Jay Johnston at
theBBC'sLondonWhite City officeson 31 May.

L]
i
- =
it . ‘ﬁm

Leader of the pack:
BBC producer Andrew Law
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Commitment to quality of life

A persond tragedy whilelivingin Parisprompted financier Geoff
Cumminstofirst hel p parentsof specia needschildren.

Hisson, lain, suffered severebrain damage during adrowning
accident whilethefamily wereliving in Pariswhen hewasjust
two yearsold. Hewasleft very badly handicapped, wheelchair-
bound and needing to befed through atube.

laindied four yearslater, but not before Geoff and hisfamily had
ensured he had the best possible qudlity of lifeinthe
circumstances—which wasoften an uphill battle. But throughthe
Children’sTrust, an English charity based in Tadworth, Surrey,
they were abletofind out how to offer stimulation and quality of
lifetoyoungsterslikelain.

Geoff, an honorary lifetime member of aFrench charity for
Fundraising financier: polyhandicapped (or quadriplegic) children called* Cheminsde
Board member Geoff Cummins I’Evel’ (whichroughly trandatesas’ theroad to awakening’),

threw himself into researching the condition. At thesametime
Geoff, father of two teenage children, started fundrai sing so that the many youngstersin similar situationsto
lain could ' lead something closeto anorma family lifewithout having to beingtitutionaised.’

And the self-empl oyed consultant, who now advisesfund managersand investors across Europe, hasa
weslth of money-spinning ideas. During the mid-1990s he organised three mgjor charity dinnersinthe City
of London, which each raised in the region of £40-50,000.

‘At oneevent, | managed to get hold of an autographed Eric Cantonashirt which wasauctioned for
£4,000—arecord at thetime. | dwaysbelieveyou havetothink laterally. | wroteto thepoliceinthearea
of the Tadworth Children’s Trust and they gave usaday for twoin apolicecar ontheM25. It raised
£1,500. Peoplearen’t really going to bid morethan the market pricefor something like acomputer or a
balloon trip which hasaset current value ... but you can’t put aprice on an experiencelikethat.’

Theformer investment banker, who started infinancein 1973 on the London Stock Exchange before
moving to New York and the Far East and isstill amember of the SecuritiesInstitutein London, added: ‘ It
givesmeared buzz thinking up these sortsof ideas.’

Now, after movingto Brusselslast year, Geoff, 48, hasfound himself helping fundraisefor D-I-T-T.
Although he has no personal experienceof dydexia, thenew D-I-T-T Board Member said: ‘ My
understandingisthat around fifty per cent of the prison popul ation suffersfrom someform of dydexia, as
doesasignificant proportion of acoholicsand drug addicts.’

Headded: ‘ It would seem to methat rather than continually building more prisons—and sending parentsto
jail whentheir children play truant —the money would be better spent trying to solvethisproblem at
source. | think society asawhole should be made more aware of what dysexiacan lead to and that
D-1-T-T would beagood vehicleto promote that awareness.’

D:-T-T Newsletter - No.8 - Summer 2002 page 7



Helping out isa boost to skills

Volunteering for D-I-T-T hasbeen an excellent learning
experience, admitsBoard Member PetraZolIner.

Her involvement ssemsfrom achance meeting with Executive
Director Judith Sanson while selling pumpkinswith her family
friend Susan Van Alsenoy at theAmerican Women'sClub.

TheAmerican/German 26-year-old, who livedin Denmark for
many years, said: ‘| don’t haveany redl linksto dydexiaand ' m
not an educationaist. But D:I-T-T wasvery understaffed and |
thought | could help. It'sredlly just grown fromthat.’

Theinternational relationsMastersgraduate from both the
Universitiesof St. Andrew’sand Kent continued: ‘| find the
wholeconcept of dydexiavery interesting. | really fed for

Learning curve: h .
Board member Petra Zollner peoplewho haveabarrier in someway that affectstheir

education and even their communications. It'snot something that
occursto many peopleunlessthey havedirect experienceof it.’

Petra, who speaksthreelanguagesincluding fluent English and Danish, now worksasan issuesass stant at
the EU Committee of the American Chamber of Commercein Belgium. Her largest project wasorganising,
with Susan Calamass, the Storytent event for children, whichwas performed by Alistair Danidl. Sincethen,
she has hel ped out with numerous events and conferences.

‘Every timel havefound myself working professionally inadifferent role, | have been ableto take new
worksskillsintoD:I-T-T. Themorel learn, themore| haveto offer. But thelearning has been atwo-way
relationship, and D:I-T-T hasgiven mean awful lot too.’

O Judith Sansfield refresher notesavailable

Comprehensive notes, which accompanied dyd exiaexpert Judith Stansfield'stalk when shevisited
BrusselsthisApril, can now be accessed on-line at www.ditt-online.org.

Theindependent SEN and I CT consultant’sfirst handout examines* dys-abilities and their characteristics,
beforelooking at the advantages of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) inmoredetail.

Theformat isaseriesof key pointsfrom Judith’s presentation, which concludeswith alist of softwareand
helpful Web sites.

The second handout offersmore extens ve advice on which multimediatool s can be used to tackledydexia
ISsues.
Currently availablein Microsoft Excel format, the sheet gives excellent advice on softwaretailored for

diagnostic programmesand pointers, problem solving, aid with devel oping reading, writing or numeracy
skills, mind mapping and memory testing.

D-1-T-T believesboth handouts act not only avaluable refresher for thosewho attended the presentation,
but also asuseful stand-a oneguides.
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O Dysdexia softwaretoolsrecommended

Software based on thetheory of D-I-T-T scientific adviser Professor Dirk Bakker hasbeen highlighted for
teachers.

Hemstim, acomputer Hemisphere Specific Stimulation (HSS) software package designed for teachers,
speech therapists, orthopaedistsand remedia teachers, has been highly recommended by Dubai teacher of
dydexic students, PhilippaBodien.

Initially only availablefor research purposes, the package has now been introduced in schools. But experts
warnthat training or acomprehens ve understanding of thetheory and diagnosisof Pand L-typedydexiais
essential before engaging with the software, asincorrect use of the programs can be damaging for reading
development and may even exacerbate reading problems.

Thetwo maindydexiaprogramsarecalled‘ Scrambler’ and ‘ Hide', and have been devel oped for
hemisphere-alluding stimulation asatreatment for dydexic children.

According to Kofma, the company that sourcesthe software, the main aimisto produce perceptually-
loaded textsthat can be used inthefield of aluding stimulation of theright (Scrambler) and left (Hide)
hemispheres. Usersdevel op their own texts, which can be stored in adatabase and used in differently
scrambled or hidden variations. Inthisway thetherapist buildsapersonal selection of texts, depending on
theclients needs.

‘Scrambler’ reformatsevery character of atext inarandomly-chosen font and size, and can beusedinany
language. Moderately aswell asextremely perceptually-loaded texts can be produced.

‘Hide' turnsany text into alinguistically-loaded text. It can move asdl ected word to the background and
replaceit with blanks. Another method isto omit charactersthat are selected in advance. All changescan
be undoneto makethetext reusable, so that the sametext can be used at different stages of treatment.

Minimum computer hardware requirementsto run the softwareareaPentiumwith at least 16 MB of
memory with Windows 95/98 with Word 97 or M S Office 97.

m For moredetailson ordering the software or information on the theories behind Hemstim contact Komfa
b.v. on+3347 00597 or info@komfa.nl, or visit their Web site at www.komfanl.
m Anarticleby PhilippaBodien wasfeatured in Newd etter No.6, Winter 2001 * Globa Glances—Dubai.’

* Membership feesreminder

D-I-T-T hassent out aralying cal to remind membersto renew their subscriptions—which help cover the
essentia day-to-day running costs.

For just €25 ayear (or €50 for family membership), supporters can take part in our joint projects—not
only helping dydexiclearnersthemsal ves, but a so teachers, parents and education authorities, aswell as
working towards creating amore understanding soci ety that encouragesyoung peopleto succeedin
education and employment.

In addition membersreceivethisquarterly newdetter and invitationsto events, besidesthe annual report
with accounts and an annual membership card.
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Despite successfully securing funding for specific projects, D-I-T-T must till fundraiseenergetically to cover
running expensesasanon-profit making organi sation, including overhead costslike rent and phonehills.
|deasand volunteersarewel come! Join thefundraising committeeand help usorganisethe D-I-T-T 2002—
2003 ArtsEventsand other programmes.

* Revised help guideon thecards

A popular do-it-yourself guidebook that can help parentsor groups around theworld find the help they
need isto bereissued shortly.

TheD:I-T-T Get Up and Go Guidewill provide abasisfor those who wish to create anational or
regiona guidefor parentsof childrenwith dydexia, especially thosewho have comefrom another country.

Astheintroduction explains, thispublicationisnot so much aguide asatemplatefor aguide, offering a
structurewith guidance and headingsfor vita information to beincluded when seeking best solutionsfor the
internationa childwithlearning difficulties.

Theoriginal publication, devised by D-I-T-T Executive Director Judith Sanson, researched by volunteers
andillustrated by Quentin Blake, put forward arange of helpful articlesand checkpointsincluding tipson
facing up to dydexiaand the affectson achild of moving abroad.

A step-by-step action plan offered pointersfor finding theright school, assessment, health and legal rights
with articlesfrom parents, teachersand DI -T-T scientific advisor Professor Ludo Beheydt, of Louvain
Universty, Begium.

Itishoped that therevised edition, designed by PaulineKey-Kairisinfull colour, withillustrationsby
courtesy of Quentin Blake, will beavailablebothin print and on-line.

* | atest detailson national stateprovisions

Ministriesof education across Europe have been approached for detailsof any new provisionsor policies
onwhat they do for assessment and ass stive education for thedydexic learner. All thelatest information
from each Member Stateisupdated regularly onthe D-I-T-T Web site. To find out more, go to theWeb
steand click ontheappropriate nationd flag.

At themoment the site of ferswide-ranging advice and information garnered from 15 European countries,
including useful detail sabout each educationa system and screening proceduresaswaell ascontact details
for nationa help and support groups.

* Boost cofferswith Quentin Blakecards

D:I-T-T’suniquegreetingscardsarestill onsaleto
hel p rai se much-needed funds.

Supportersare being urged to hel p sell the cheerful
notel ets, which show acoloured version of the
illugtration by thetop children’sillustrator that was
originaly drawnfor the‘ Language Shock’ Packs.

‘Pleasehelp usby taking an active part in helping us
sl thesedelightful cards. They aresuitablefor dl
occasions.” said aspokesman.

Reach for the stars: Quentin Blake’s illustration
on the greetings card
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* Wear DI -T-T withpride

Supporterscan professtheir loyaty by sporting abrand new
D-I-T-T tee-shirt with thedistinctivelogo emblazoned onthe
front.

Availableinsmdl, medium andlarge, witharound neckline,
these good-quality cotton topsare now being soldto helpraise
funds. A singletee-shirt costs€15 or £10.

Seen heremodd ledrather fetchingly (if alittlesurredisticaly) by
Hygela, goddess of health.

* Famousdyslexicsslide-show

Animpressivedide-show onfamousdydexics, designed by aL uxembourg school boy, isto be screened at
thenextD-I-T-T event.

Dyspd member Hamish Dalrymple, 12, whoisdydexic himself, has created a PowerPoint presentation
withlively graphicsand biographica detailsof notablefiguresfrom history to the present day including
Winston Churchill, Auguste Rodin, Tom Cruiseand RobbieWilliams.

* Mariannewear sadifferent hat

A party of D-I-T-T membersattended an annual galadinner in support of the L ebanese project where
Board Member Marianne Kleesactsas consultant.

Theglittering evening, whichincluded afashion show and L ebanesetraditional music & dance, was
covered the Press.

Marianne, whosetrained team worksfrom Le Centre Libanais pour I Education Spéciaisée (CLES), a
non-profit organisation that setsout to addressthe needs of theforgotten children whofail at school, said:
‘These children do not learn like others—and yet they areintelligent.’

Preventing failure at school and itsnegative impact isthe primeam of the CLES project, amodel of good
practiceinitsaimsto develop aptitudesand abilitiesin each individua child.

* Madrid disabilitiesdeclar ation

Schoolsshould take aleading rolein spreading the message of understanding and acceptance of disabled
peopl € srights, helping to dispel fears, mythsand misconceptions, according to the European Congresson
Disahility.

Over 600 participantsrecently met in Madrid, wherethey madea‘ Declaration’ of their visonto be put to

the European Community asthey warmly welcomed the* European Year of Peoplewith Disabilities in
2003.

The Congresscalsfor disability to beviewed asahuman rightsissueand iscampaigning for theyear 2003
to be used to raise public awareness of therightsof morethan 50 million Europeanswith disabilities.

m For detailsof thefull declaration visit www.madriddecl aration.org/fr/dec/dec.htm
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* Poeticfarewell tosupporters

D:I-T-T membersand supporterswere sad to seethe departure of Board Member Ron Baker and hiswife
Jackie, who have returned to Jackie’ shomeland, Canada.

Attheir recent leaving party, membersthanked the couplefor their exceptional generosity and ungtinting
support. PetraZollner saidit al in her specid tribute poem:

DoingaRon—iswhat it isnamed: Gateavix, cookieswith chipsand crunchy raw veg
Hisfirm adviceabout pedaling thegas But morethanthismy memory

Doing therounds, being apostman ... She'sjust suchahelp!

If there' saball —he’'sontoit. Shemakesthings happen whentimes

Solid reason mingled with theneed to Arerough

Support, to carefor others, tofix thingsright. A saluteto Jackie! Thiswomanistough!
Hemeanswhat hesaysand he'll Ronand Jackieare so often willing:

Doittoo. If they can supply it they thoroughly will

And Jackie! What aone-woman show! Their heartsarebig, they givehopetotherest
Ishersthe best cooking! Anddll cansayis.

Finger-shaped sandwi ches, chocolate What adynamic duo!

£ Roadmap to Success

Costsfor themulti-mediaproject, Roadmap to Success, are currently being revised following DI -T-T's
meeting with BBC producer Andrew Law last month (see Projectson page 6 for moredetails).

New figuresmust takeinto account theimplications of VAT and add-on costsfor French and German as
integral totheproduction.

Already the Brussels-based D-I-T-T Executive Committeeisseeking full Board approval for apreliminary
BBC study totake placein July. Thiswill be made by apsychol ogist with astrong background in new
mediaand making CD-Roms.

Itisproposedthat D-I-T-T will work in association with the BBC, presentingitscollectiveideason
structure, dataand learning objectiveand giving final approval before production.

#+ TheBritish Council

A bigthank you to the British Council Brusselsfor their generous sponsorship of £461.20, which covered
Baroness Greenfield'sflight expenses.
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@ What ischild abuse?

Thisprovocetive collection of different typesof abusehighlights, last but certainly not least, theimportance
of educationin achild’sdevelopment.

» hitting or hurting achild torelieveyour ownfrustration

m breaking down the salf-confidence of achild

m |eavingachildwithout supervision

m notlisteningtoachild

» teasingachild unnecessarily

» forcingachildtotouchyou

» touching achild where he or she does not want to be touched
m exposing achildto pornographic actsor literature

m neglecting achild’'smedical needs

= not cleaning, clothing or feedingachild

= manipulaingachild

» verbaly abusngachild

» and neglecting a child’seducational needs

From the poster Being Yourself — Resourcesfor Caring Parents, reproduced by kind permission of
RAPCAN.

@ Thank you, Rose

RoseleavesD:I-T-T with thewarm appreciation and heart-felt
thanksof al her colleagues.

Editor: VirginiaHaydon, Press & PR consultant
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