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TheBrain MakesWaves

Mind maps: The right cerebral hemisphere

lllustration from Professor Dr Dirk Bakker's article ‘The Brain
and Dyslexia’ in Language Shock — Dyslexia across cultures
(see page 3).

Thebrainisinthe spotlight this Springwith aseriesof
eventsand articlesfocusing on thisphenomenal organ.

m D:-T-Tisddighted towelcomeworld-renowned brain
gpecialist Baroness Susan Greenfield to Brussalsthis
May. For information on how to obtain freeticketsto
her talk * The Brain of the Future’ see page2.

= A mind-boggling exhibitionisthrilling vistorsto Brussds,
withaseriesof interactive exhibitsguaranteed to delight
and fascinate children and adultsalike. Seepage 3.

» Findout what top brain-manand D-I-T-T adviser Dirk
Bakker thinksisthe connection between thebrain and
dydexia. Seepage 3.

D:I-T-T volunteers work with leading experts, creating and
promoting tools that enable dyslexic learners to succeed in a
competitive world

Contents
‘TheBrain of theFuture' 2

Making Sense of Mind
Matters 3

Scienceand theBrain 3

Projects 4

— Fightingthedydexic'scornerin
Europe

— Download Language Shock Guide
forfree

— Smoother school trangitionswith
Pack

— Next stepson the Roadmap to
Success

Profile 6
— Numbersman Steve Chinn

What Works 7

— Toptipsfrom Luxembourg
— Thebest of teacher training
— Websitenews

Announcements 8
including:
— Judith Stansfield tovisit Brussels
— Spanishfly flagfor education
and more...

Money Matters 10

Reflections 11




Top scientist Baroness Susan Greenfield’s visit to Brussels
this May to talk at European Parliament prompts D-I-T-T
Communications Officer June Davey to consider the impact
of the professor’s work on our understanding of the brain.

M apping the human genome, designer drugsand brain
transplantswill be put under the spotlight by leading
neuroscientist and Professor of Pharmacol ogy Baroness Susan
Greenfield at her talk at the European Parliament next month.

D-I-T-T hasinvited theworld-renowned neurobiologist to talk to
an audienceincluding studentsfrom Brussals smulti-lingua
schoolson 7 May.

Thefirst femaedirector of the Royd Institution, Baroness
Greenfieldwill present‘ TheBrain of the Future’, with

_ interpretation into French and German. Thetopicisespecialy
Brain story: _ relevant to young people asmembers of the generation that will
Baroness Susan Greenfield carry forward new inspirations, ideas and impul ses.

Baroness Greenfieldisan enthusiastic exampl e of Pope' sexhortation that * the proper study of mankindis
man.” She seesthetwenty-first century as’the century of themind.” Her work assuresusthat theintricacies
of thebrain, our most mysterious organ and the physical basisof consciousness, will proveasinspiring as
the exploration of spacein thetwentieth century, or of new worldsin earlier epochs.

‘Thebrainiseverythingyouare,” saysProfessor Greenfield. She has published her own theory of
consciousness: Jour ney to the Centres of the Mind. Other publicationsinclude: Brain Power and The
Private Life of the Brain.

Itisintriguing that sheread psychol ogy and philosophy at Oxford beforewriting her PhD on pharmacol ogy.
Her vitality and versatility have aspecia appeal for theyoung and theyoung at heart. Who canfail to
identify with her hopefor thefuturethat ‘ peoplewill respect individuality in othersand celebrateitin
themsdlves ?

In 1994, Professor Greenfield becamethefirst womanto givethe Royal Institution’s Christmas L ectures,
entitled The Greenfield Insights.” Sheistireessin her effortstofoster public understanding of, and
enthusiasm for, science. In 1998 shewas awarded the Michagl Faraday medal from the Royal Society for
her contributiontothisfield.

The connection between D-I-T-T and studiesof the human brainisintimate, asdydexiaisaneurologicaly-
based disorder. D-I-T-T'smissionisto bring full awareness of dydexiainto the educational systems, to

cel ebrate diversity, encourage recognition of the advantages of thewaysour brainswork differently, andto
improveeducationa opportunitiesby making effectivelearning assessment and teaching assistance readily
avalable.

‘The Brain of the Future’ will be presented in Room P3C050, the European Parliament, Paul-Henri
Spaak entrance, 1000 Brussels on 7 May 2002, 17.00-19.00.

Admittance is free but strictly by ticket only, available fromD-I-T-T on +32-2 537 7066.

NB Ticket holders must be at the Parliament by 16.15 to go through security checks for 17.00 start
followed by questions 18.00-18.30 and book-signing before departure at 19.00.
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A chalenging hands-on exhibition amed at highlighting how the
brainworksiscurrently the star attraction at the Museum of
Natural Sciencesin Brussels. Freeticketsare being offered for
teachers.

Over 70 experimentsand 12 multimediakiosksareon display at
‘BraininAction’, afun and educational show exploring theworld
of neurones, whichisopen until Junethisyear.

Tackling such questionsas. * How heavy isthehuman brain? and
‘Doanimasthink likeus? theexhibition promisestobeafeast for

3D Brain Mapping . . o . g

©2001 LONI (UCLA Laboratory of all senses. Visitorsareinvited to test their capabilities by _
Neuro Imaging) recognising or togc_hl ng objects, _sol ving brai n-teasers, interprefing
www.loni.ucla.edu Ink spots, memorising asuccess on of images, learning how to

disregard pain and finding out whichistheir dominant eye.

Dividedinto four main areas, thefirst focuseson theanimal brain and hasbeen produced in conjunction
withthe French Natural History Museumin Paris. Thethree other sections, homing in on the human brain,
were created and devel oped by the Danish Science Centre Experimentarium.

‘BraininAction’ isat the Royal Belgian Ingtitute of Natural Sciences Museum, 29 Vautierstraat,
1000 Brussdls, until 2 June 2002. Ticketsfreefor teacherswith proof of ID. For moreinformation call
02-627 42 38 or visit www.natuurwetenschappen.be or www.natural sciences.be.

Tackling some of the most baffling questions surrounding dyslexia, Professor Dirk Bakker'sarticle’ The
Brainand Dydexia isfeatured in the Language Shock — Dyslexia across cultures multimediapack that
D-I-T-T distributeswidely and whichisreceiving on-going acclaim asaninformation and training tool.

TheProfessor-Emeritusof Child Neuropsychology at the Free University, Amsterdam, and DI T-T
Scientific Advisory Committee Member, presentswhat hetermsashissurvey of the scientific approach to
dydexia. Usingthebrain asastarting point, hetakeson key questionsincluding:

m Whatisspecia about dydexics brains?

» Whatistheorigin of thisspecid feature?

m How doesthisspecid featuremanifest itself?

» What interventionisappropriate?

For more detail s seethe Language Shock Guide. The e-book versionwill shortly beavailableto
download from our Web sitewww.ditt-online.org. Thelatest printed version in Portuguese was published
thismonth.
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Download Language Shock Guidefor free

Essential adviceand information on overcoming learning
difficultieswill soonbeavailableat theclick of amouse.

DI-T-T is about to offer e-book versions of the Guide to

Language Shock -

Dyslexia across cultures Language Shock — DysI exia across cultures.
Aruinedasinngpac The e-bookswill beavailablefreefor vistorsto the\Web siteto
Guice-83Cvideo- Websie download. Thefirst versonsto beavailablewill bein English,

French, German, Spanish, and Portuguese, with Italian, Dutch
and Scandinavian languagestofollow. Thetext hasbeen
updated, and thenon-English versonshave additiona articles
contributed by local experts.

Designed for ease of reading on-screen, thee-bookshaveapale
DITT blue background to reduce glare, and the headings are picked
'''''''''''''''''''' out in colour for easier navigationthroughthetext. Thisisan
easl|y-access blereferenceresource, boosted by the
‘bookmark’ and text-search facilitieswithin theAdobeA crobat
Title-page of the English e-book Reader. Thee-booksare being designed by D-I-T-T volunteer
typographic designer PaulineKey-Kairis.

Fightingthedyslexic'scorner in Europe

Raising awarenessthrough lobbying for recognition of dydexiaand adapted teachingisoneof D:I-T-T's
primary goas. Onerecent initiativeis planning extractsfrom the Language Shock video, shownon BBC 2
in 1999, togoon-lineontheD:I-T-T Web site.

D-1-T-T'sprofessiona volunteer team hasbeen working hard to get dyd exiaawarenesshigher up the
agendaof al Ministriesof Education by lobbying for recognition of specificlearning difficultiesand the need
for adapted teaching if dydexiclearnersareto succeed.

— MEPs leafleted

In October 2001, Alessandro Goodwin worked with other D-I-T-T volunteersto distribute complementary
copiesof Language Shock—Dydexia Acrossthe Culturesin English, French and Germanto all
Membersof the European Parliament Committee on Culture, Youth, Education, theMediaand Sport. At
thesametimeall MEPswereleafleted with aninformation sheet defining dyd exiaand with theheadings:

= How canyou reducethe chancesof socia exclusonfor 37 million European citizens?

» WhatisDydexia?

» How doesit impact on society?

» What statisticsback this?

» Whatisbeing done?

= What percentageof any population hasDydexia?

= Wherecanyou find out more? How canyou help?
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— Television networks targeted

Featuring D-I-T-T Patron, HRH PrincessMargarethaof Liechtenstein, an 8-minute promotiona filmon
dydexiaand language shock was produced in February 2001. It was made availableto 800 television
networksacross Europe and North Africaat thetime and now goes out on ademand through the
European Broadcasting System (EBS). It iscurrently availablein English and German. Other language
versonsfollow.

Smoother school transitionswith the Pack

The Language Shock multimediapack helpsbuild bridges between parents and teachers. Oneenthusiastic
parent says, ‘ It savesexplaining each time. | just hand each new teacher apack Guideand say “ Please
readthis’.’ Thelatest video viewer wasamazed —‘ At last | understand why my husband cannot tell hisleft
from hisright and cannot takein morethan onedirection at atime!’

Order your copy from our Web site or contact the D-1-T-T office on +32-2 537 7066.

— Added bonus for new pack production in Portuguese

Thelong-awaited Portuguese edition of the Language Shock
Guide has been published —with awhole new chapter.

Thislatest edition of the Guideincludesan articlewritten by
Portuguese academic, Dr Rui AlexandreAlves. Manolo Santos
will volunteer histimeto takethelead narrator voiceat the
recording studiosin Brusselsearly inApril to completethe
Portugueseversion of thefull Pack.

Thanksto the hard work of the Portuguese volunteers now long
associated with the project, Sylvia Camillo and MariaHenriques
inparticular, thefull new Portugueseversionisalmost ready for
digtribution.

D-1-T-T isindebted to Femmesd’ Europeai shl for their generous
sponsorship which has made the whol e production possible, and
asototheProject Manager, Danid Ofori, whoisorganising
New chapter: studiowork, labelling, pressand packing, aswell asdistribution
The Portuguese edition to Portugal, Brazil and the other Portuguese-speaking
communitiescurrently requesting the Pack.

Next steps on the Roadmap to Success

24 Tintin story linesare currently being researched by volunteersaged 8to 16. Mr Dufour, aprofessional
artist and himsalf dydexic, hascompleted hisresearch and listingsof illustrations.

Roadmap to Successisat the datacoll ection stage—experts are being consulted and structures eval uated.
Theproject will be devel oped asan integrated multimediapackagewith CD-rom and interlinking Web site
facilitiesfor which funding hasbeen found.

An application for funding for the CD-rom element was re-submitted to the Commission Department for
Education and Culture at the end of January. If successful, the officia start datewill be June 2002. A
scheduletaking thisinto account isaready in place. Gudrun Dzidlas, Board Member working as project
manager consultant, devised thefirst outlinefor the CD Rom after consultation with local specia education
teachersin Brussels. D:I-T-T hopesto announcethe post of aproject manager/coordinator soon.
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Numbersman leadstheway in excellence

Educationdist Steve Chinnisblazingthetrail inthedydexia
world. Hisschool, Mark College, wasthefirst ever to be
awarded the Independent Schools Association Award for
excellence.

The Somerset-based secondary school for dydexic boys,
founded by Dr Chinnwhoisa so Principal, hasthe coveted
Beacon School status, aswell as Department for Educational
and Skills(DfES) gpprova and Highly Effective Certificate.

With over thirty years experience of teaching, Dr Chinn has
taught science and mathematicsin mainstream schoolsand has
been Headmaster of three schoolsspecialisinginprovisonfor
dydexia(twointhe UK and oneinthe USA).

The mathemati cs supremo hasa so chaired the Council for the
Registration of Schools Teaching Dydexics(or CreSTeD), a

go"er agd f\ha'rﬁ“ dand acth charity he co-founded, which produces aRegister of schools
Sfacon >choothead and author that offer help for dyslexic pupilsand have met aspecific criteria
eve Chinn
(www.crested.org.uk).

Hisbook, Mathematicsfor Dyslexics: A Teaching Handbook, co-authored by J. Richard Ashcroft and
published by Whurr, is considered aclassic. What to do when you can't learn thetimestables, available
inbook or CD-rom form, takesan innovative approach to addressing avery commonly experienced
difficulty for dydexics.

Steve haslectured on mathsand dydexiaaround theworld. Hechaired thethird BDA International
Conferencein 1997 and isalso amember of the DfES advisory group on independent and State school
partnerships.

Alongwith Mark College Head Teacher, JulieKay, Steve devised and delivered thefirst BDA-recognised
teacher-training course on numeracy and dysexiaat Mark College. The coursea so leadsto three Masters
(M level) modulesat MMU, UK. Oneof hiscurrent projects—working with colleaguesin Ireland and the

Netherlandsand funded by the European Commission Comenius programme—focuses on behaviour
management and socid skills.

When taking abreak from number-crunching and school, Steve enjoysgardening, walking and travel.

Dr Seve Chinn isan Honorary Member of the D-I-T-T Board of Directors. To contact him e-mail
stevechinn@enterprise.net or visit the Web site www.markcollege.somerset.sch.uk
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O Toptipsfrom Luxembourg

Book watch: ‘Dyslexia— Srategies for Successin Schools
by DYSPEL isreviewed for D:I-T-T volunteer by Dr Daniel
Ofori

How do you hel p the bright child who doesn’t seem ableto

i learn? I nthisnew book by the Luxembourg organisation,
Dyspdl, teachersand parentsare offered important advice on
how to stop dydexic childrenfalling into adownwards spira of

failure, frustration and underachievement.

e Itlooksat therange of specific difficultieschildren may befacing
y inthe school environment and exploresthe possible causes of
— dydexia, tracing itsdifferent manifestationsand associated
AL problemswhendliedwithmulti-lingudism.

Thepositiveeffectsof the' dydexia-aware school” whenit
comesto students' performanceisstrongly emphasised.

Thebook identifiesthemain areasof difficulty for dydexic
children, including literature and language, maths, memory,
organisational problemsandlow sdlf-esteem.

‘Do’s and ‘Don't’s:
Dyspel’'s new book

Stressing the need for early identification and diagnoses, the book al so suggestsvarioustheoretical and
practical tips, including aseriesof ‘do’sand ‘ don't’sfor students, teachers, parentsand policy makers.

DY SPEL maintainsthat the strategies described initsnew publication aretried and tested and have been
showntoleadtoimprovedlearning for al children. Thestriking layout with English, French and German
alongside, makesit atruly multilingua experienceinitsef —amust for al, and especidly relevant to
Europeanteachers.

DYSPEL asbl isa dyslexia and special needs support group for parents, teachers and professionals
in Luxembourg run entirely by volunteers. It can be contacted at 12 am Daerchen, L-5336 Moutfort
or call +356 35 05 39.

O Thebest of teacher training

Congratul ationsto Susan van Alsenoy, Chair of the Federation of American Women's ClubsOverseas
(FAWCO) Educational Support Committee! Thiscompilation of exert advicefrom both sidesof the
Atlantic hashad rave reviewsfrom top professionalsand on the senco forum.

D-I-T-T rates Susan’ sfindings asindispensablefor al teacherswho are serious about wishing to attunetheir
teachingto thelearnersneeds.

Theproject, advertised informer issuesof theD-I-T-T, isnow published on http://www.fawco.org/ whereit
can beviewed and downloaded free.
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O Web sitenews

O Fancy talking to thedragon of Star Tower or browsi ng through Paddington Bear’ s picturesof Peru?
Then go to www.mape.org.uk.

ThisICT in Primary Education Site uses publications, software, reviewsand eventsto offer support with
issueslikethecurriculum, e-mail and the Web in the classroom, and guidesto building ICT into
development planning.

O Hereisafunandfreesiteaimed at teachersof primary school youngsters, their parentsand children
themsal ves—www.study-pro.com. It has been devel oped in conjunction with the UK’ s Department of
Educationand Skills, and getsthethumbsup fromD-I-T-T.

Dydexic consultant Peter Hill isagateway to dyd exiaassessment, staff development and one-to-one
dydexiasupport and study skillstuitioninthe UK.
For more detail s contact peter @study-pro.com or call +44 1527 500324 or 7751 792711.

* Judith Sansfield tovisit Brussals

Computer softwarewill be put through its pacesthis month when
dydexiaexpert Judith Stansfield visits Brussals.

Ticketsto seeapresentation by Judith Stansfield, independent SEN
and ICT consultant on ‘ Dydexiaand the computer — I CT for
assessngandassisting’ at theD-I-T-T officeon Saturday 20April are
now onsae.

Theday isplanned asfollows:

= 10.30-12.30
Using the computer to assessfor dydexia—an overview of current
systemsand acase study of apragmatic approach to accessing
ICT needsof childrenwith disabilities.

Dyslexia expert and BDA s 13.30-15.30
special needs consultant: |CT Solutionsfor supporting thelearning of childrenwith specific
Judith Stansfield

learning difficulties

Formerly an advisory teacher for SEN and ICT in Cleveland, Judith reviewsand editsfor the BDA
Computer Committeeand isChair of theNASEN ICT standing Committee.

Sheiscurrently involvedin ngthelCT needsof childrenwith SEN tofacilitatetheir accessto thefull
curriculum. Inaddition, sheproduces SEN ICT materia's, and mentoring for distance-learning for severa
NOF providersaswell as speaking at national and international conferencesand events.

Ticketsto ‘Dyslexia and the computer — ICT for assessing and assisting’ on Saturday 20 April 2002
at 1 rue Defacqz, B-1000 Brussels (map available fromD:I-T-T) cost 10 Euros, snack lunch 5 Euros.
For more details contact D-I-T-T on +32-2 537 7066.
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* Annual General Meeting
D:I-T-T'sAGM will take placeon 7 May 2002, 13.45-14.30, at 1 rue Defacqgz, 1000 Brussels.

Itwill be preceded by ameeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee (11.00-13.00) on evauating the
objectivesand criteriafor input into the Roadmayp to Success CD-rom and interlinking Web sitefacilities.

* Watch out for apersonal account by Susan van Alsenoy onthe Denver, Colorado L ear ning
DisabilitiesAssociation of America February ConferenceintheD-l-T-T Summer Newdl etter.

D-I-T-T wasrepresented at the recent L earning DisabilitiesAssoci ation of Americaconferencein that took
placein Denver, Colorado by educationalist and researcher Susan vanAlsenoy.

* Communicationsgiant and D-I-T-T funder, Cable & Wirdess, ishosting the‘ Childnet Awar ds
ceremony in conjunction with afellow community partner Childnet Internationa in Parison 4 April 2002,
whereD:I-T-T hasbeeninvited to haveastand.

For moredetailslog on to www.childnetawards.org/francals.

* D:I-T-T volunteersattended ‘ | nnovation and excellencein school: M oving Eur opeahead!’
seminar at the European Parliament, Brusselsin February, hosted by European Schoolnet. For full detalils,
seetheir Web sitewww.eun.org/ahead.

* Spanish fly flagfor education

The Spanish have earmarked education asaspecid priority during their presidential term at the European
Union.

AccordingtoAgency Europeearlier thisyear, the Presidency’ s Programme pledgesto pay special attention
tothefollowing matters.

m supporting thetransparency of the educational processes, aswell asquality evaluation. Thegoal isto
achieveincreased system quality and greater mobility between systems;

m boosting theteaching of asecond and third EU language;

m increasing cooperation among educeationd establishmentsat al levels,

m andimproving thetraining of teachersandtrainers.

* Brushup LASSsKillsin London
Computer assessment specialistsLucid are holding ateacher training event on LASSin London thismonth.

Theevent will cover CoPS cognitive profiling system designed for screening four- to elght-year-olds, the
LA SS Junior multi-purpose assessment system for eight- to e even-year-oldsand LASS Secondary, a
genera purpose secondary school sassessment for SEN including dyd exiaand for monitoring students
progressin literacy development for eleven- tofifteen-year-olds.

Theprogrammed so includesexamination of case studiesof pupilswith different profilesand various
learning problems. According to Jo Horne, of the University of Hull’ spsychology department, theemphasis
will beoninterpreting resultsand devel oping effective educational support strategies.

For more detailsor afree demonstration CD of all three assessment programmesfor teachers contact
Lucid on+44 1482 882121 or www.lucid-research.com.

D:I-T-T Newsletter - No.7 - Spring 2002 page 9


Kairis
www.childnetawards.org/francais.

www.childnetawards.org/francais
Kairis
www.eun.org/ahead.

www.eun.org/ahead
Kairis
www.lucid-research.com.

www.lucid-research.com

* September teacher training

Teacherscan sign up for apostgraduate certificate for teaching multilingual children or adultswith specific
learning difficultiesin Luxembourg thisAutumn.

The course, whichisrunin conjunction with Manchester Metropolitan University and the Centrefor
Inclusive Education and Specia Education Needs (CIESEN), qualifiesfor 60 pointsunder the CAT/ECT
schemeand can lead to accreditation by the British Dyd exiaAssociation.

Aimed at teacherswith three or more years of experience, aswell asother professionals, the one-year
courseincludes 36 three-hour weekly sessionsand 30 hours of supervised teaching practicein English,
French, German or Itaian.

The courseaimsinclude understanding the nature and causes of specificlearning difficulties, identification
and assessment, and the devel opment of teaching skill susing both structured and multi-sensory teaching
approaches.

For more detailsand application forms contact:
Felicity Patterson at fel plux@cs.com or call +352 26 36 06 22, or
Carol McCarthy at mccarth@pt.lu or call +352 35 97 68.

Money Matters

# Femmesd’ Europe

Femmesd’ Europeaishl hasgeneroudly donated 10,000 Eurosto produce the much in demand Portuguese
version of the Language Shock — Dyslexia across cultures Pack.

& Cable& Wireless(C&W)

Thefirst payment from our new funders, Cable & Wireless, hasjust been received. Our new sponsorswill
also be partnering usin devel oping the project through Web links, pressand promotion. Weareregularly in
touchwiththe Cable & Wirelessteam viaamonthly teleconferencefromD-I-T-T headquarters.

@ Anextract from‘ TheMisunderstood Child' by Larry B. Silver, clinical professor of psychiatry,
Georgetown University School of Medicineand member of the Foundation for Childrenwith Learning
Disahilities(now theNationa Center for Learning Disabilities). Contributed by Gudrun Dzidlas.

... Let no child be demeaned, nor have hisor her wonder diminished,
because of our ignorance or inactivity.
L et no child bedeprived of discovery
because welack the resourcesto discover hisor her problem.
L et no child—ever —doubt self or mind
becausewe are unsure of our commitment.
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