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Swedish Princess to visit D-I-T-T

Sweden’'sCrown
Princesswill be
D:I-T-T'sguest of
honour thisMay. She
will be serenaded
withmusicand
presented witha
copy of aworld-
premiere song written
especidly forD-I-T-T
by NinaAndersson.
The Swedish Group
of the* Femmes

d Europe will bein
chargeof organising
refreshmentsat the
lunch-timereception.
HRH Crown Princess
Victoria, whois
herself dydexic, will beshown thework of thecharity duringa
visittothe Brusselsofficesat Rue Defacqz, withD-I-T-T
patron HRH PrincessMargarethaof Liechtenstein, on
Thursday 6 May.

The programmestartsat 11.00 with atalk by eight-times
world memory champion Dominic O’ Brien, whoisaso
dydexic, on how to unleashthe positiveside of dydexia. After
lunch, Belgian baritone Teun Michielswill giveahaf-hour
concertwith pianist, Emily Miller.

D-I-T-T’sUnlimited Potentia training courses, in partnership
with Microsoft, will be put under the spotlight with
demonstrationson how ICT programshelp dydexiclearners.

HRH Crown Princess Victoria
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D-I-T-T volunteers work with leading experts, creating and promoting tools that enable dyslexic learners to

succeed in a competitive world




Therewill dsobeapresentation of D-1-T-T'srevolutionary new trilingual multimediatool The Mystery of
the Lost Letters — an adventure with Tintin and Showy on the Road to Success.

Pre-booked copieswill beavailablefor collection.

The 26-year-old princess, the eldest child of HisMgjesty King Carl xvi Gustaf and Her Mg esty Queen
Silvig, isfirgtinlineto the Swedish throne: www.roya court.se

= Just 150ticketsareavailablefor theevent —with priority giventoloca D-1-T-T members. Contact
office@ditt-online.org or telephone 02-537 7066 to book your place. Admissionisfreebut strictly by

ticket only.

EU decision-makershave beencaled ontoliveupto
their education commitmentsby helping builda
‘Gateway to ICT’ for dydexiclearnersof all
nationdities. D-1-T-T had therare opportunity of
addressing representativesof theministriesof
education from 15 European Union Member States
and 10 accession Member Statesat the Council of
Ministersof Education Committee meetingon 29
March. Invited by the European Council Directorate-
General to present The Mystery of the Lost Letters
cb-rom With linked Web site duo project (thefirst
editionin English, French and German) themesting
took placeat the JustusLipsiusbuilding.

Flying the flag for D:I-T-T: The EU Council of Ministers (photo © European Communities, 1995-2000)

D-I-T-T invited the co-operation of each Member State Ministry of Education ICT department towork in
partnership to devel op the co-rom’saccompanying Web site, www.tosuccess.org, asaground-breaking
resourcefor dydexicsand educationalists—featuring:

= ICT resourcestried and tested by afocusgroup of dyslexiclearners—a‘ success self-service’
facility to bedeveloped asagateway to ICT for dydexiclearners

» linkstofacilitiesacrosstheEU

= e-trainingfacilitiesfor mentors—teachers, parentsand moderatorsworking alongsidedydexic
learners

= openingsfor distribution of thenew co-rom with Tintin: the self-hel p, salf-assessment learning tool
designed first and foremost to raisethemoraleand to give control tothe struggling learner. ICT help can
then beexploredintherelated Web site: www.tosuccess.org
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D-I-T-T"suniquetrilingua multimediatool offersapractica responseto the European ConventionArticle
111-182, which statesthat:

‘theUnion shall contributeto the devel opment of quality educati on by encouraging cooperation between
Member statesand, if necessary, by supporting and complementing their action ... whilst fully respecting
culturd andlinguigticdiversity.’

Judith Sanson described how, too frequently, the undiagnosed dydexic child repestedly failsinthe
education system. Asaresult, thousandsof children are’ dropping out of the system, playing thefooal,
over-reacting, giving way to depression and suicide or self-harming, resorting to anti-socia behaviour and,
at worst, joining the 50% or more of the prison population knownto bedydexic.’

Sheadded: * Theeconomicsof keeping adydexic, illiterate population in prison rather thanidentifying initia
educationa needs demandsimmediate scrutiny and should be acausefor magor concernto al education
providers. Besidesthe untenable economic factor, and thelossin terms of wasted human potentid , the
harsh fact remains: these il illiterate young people have been failed by thevery education systemsput in
placeto develop their abilitiesand enablethem to integrate usefully and contributeto society.’

D-I-T-T treasurer Ralph Palim stressed that, asanon-profit-making organization, D-I-T-T'sinterestslay in
distributing the CD on the most favourabletermsto benefit the greatest number, though D-1-T-T hadits
own commitmentsto meet. Right now the CD istoo * heavy’ and too expensiveto put on the Web.

D:I-T-T hopesthe EU will help build distribution channelsfor the Mystery of the Lost Letterscp-rom and
offer acommitment to placing bulk orders. A free copy of the co-rom will be sent out to each Education
Ministry acrossEuropeassoon asitisavailable.

D-1-T-T member Robin Truyen assisted in demonstrating the benefitsof ICT for dydexiclearners, and Ben
Kwiecinski of Antamnisbriefly outlined thefacilitiesof theWeb Site under construction and thee-learning
facilitiesto be devel oped.

After themeeting, aD-I-T-T commentator put the question: ‘ Did the Council of Ministerslistento what we
weresaying or didthey just hear it? Thisisthefundamental question that will decidethe outcome.
However, if the EU doesdecideto offer real co-operation withthel CT gateway, then the benefitsfor
dydexiclearnersand teachers, mentorsand educationalistseverywherewill be sureto havealasting
positiveand practical effect.
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Panel discussion

Teachers, educationdistsand parentswill get the chanceto question fiveleading
authoritiesintheworld of dydexiaall under oneroof at aunique seminar next month
attheD:1-T-T Annual Open Forum.

Developmental Dydexiawill be put under the microscopeby expertsfromD-I-T-T's
ScientificAdvisory Committee (SAC) on Saturday 15 May.

= Congtantine Porpodoswill consider the educational perspective. The professor
specidisesin cognitive psychology, the psychol ogy of reading, spelling, memory
and dydexia Heworksat the Research and Diagnostic Unit of Reading, Spelling
and Dydexiaat the University of Patras.

» Dirk Bakker, Chair of the SAC and professor-emeritusof child neuropsychology
attheVrijeUniverdtiteit, Amsterdam, will discussthetherapeutic perspective. His
research includesthe process of learning to read, agtiol ogy, the classificationand
treatment of developmental dydexiaand teachingthebrain.

= Ludo Beheydt headsup Dutch linguisticsand neurolinguisticsat the Université
catholique deLouvain. HisPhD in psycho- and socio-linguisticscovered the
languageinput of mothersto infantsaged 18-24 monthsin different social classes.
Hewill present apaper onthelinguistic perspective.

= John Stein, professor of physiology at the University of Oxford, will present the
brain perspective. Hisneurologica research pursuesthe hypothesisthat dysexics
problemsmay result fromimpaired low-level perceptual visuomotor and auditory
processing that iscaused by the abnormal devel opment of magnocellular neurones
inthebrain.

= HeinzWimmer will present the cognitive perspective. Professor of devel opmental
psychology at the University of Salzburg, Austria, heisresearching the cognitive
analysisof reading and dydexia, including the neurol ogica causation of reading
difficulties

Following each presentation, the professorswill take questionsfrom thefloor for

discussion. Theday startsat 9.30am and ends at 5pm including lunch. Locationto be

announced.

n Tickets(€20) for theevent areavailablefromtheD-I-T-T office—e-mail:
office@ditt-online.org or telephone 02-537 7066.

Pictured top to bottom:

Educational perspective: Professor Constantine Porpodos
Therapeutic perspective: Professor Dirk Bakker

Linguistic perspective: Ludo Beheydt

Brain perspective: Professor John Stein

Cognitive perspective: Professor Heinz Wimmer
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Her Majesty Queen Fabiola

Royal lunch date

D-I-T-T volunteerswere honoured to beinvited to lunch by Her
Majesty Queen Fabiolaat Stuyvenberg Castleon 16 March.

TheQueenand D-I-T-T patron HRH PrincessMargaretha
invited executivedirector Judith Sanson, Board member,
Christopher Jameslanand D-I-T-T consultants, supportersand
members Marianne Klees, André Poncel et and Robin Truyento
lunch with aselect group of fellow expertsinthefield of dydexia,
education and medicinefor lunch at Stuyvenberg Castle.

Guestsincluded Pol Ghesguiere, professor of learning disabilities
and specid education at the University of Leuven, Anne

d Alcantara, chef decliniqueadjointat CTHA, St. Luc (UCL)
Brusselsand Marc Verstraete, founder and head of the Research
Centrefor Molecular and Vascular Biology at the University of
Leuven.

Christopher lan said: ‘ Wewere greatly honoured by the
invitation and deeply appreciative of Her Mgjesty’sactive
support for childrenwith dydexia. The Queen takesapersona
interest in these mattersand waskeento introduce usto a
number of people equally concerned to advance the cause of
putting in place appropriate educationfor children with dydexia.

D:1-T-T looksforward to producing itslatest Tintin co-rom, produced by the BBC, in Spanish assoon as

thisisfeasble,

Praise from German TV star

German heart-throb Juergen Fliege, host of ‘ Talkshow’, has
added hispraiseto D-I-T-T’srevolutionary new co rom The
Mystery of the Lost Letters — an adventure with Tintin and
Showy on the Road to Success.

The Evangdist minister and father-of-two, whoishimself
dydexic, hepsinspireother dydexic youngstersby adding his
testimony to thecp-rom’s‘ Hall of Fame'.

A spokesperson for Juergen said: ‘Weall think that with The
Mystery of the Lost Lettersyou create an exquisite and very

important diagnostic tool . Juergen Fliegeisglad that he hashad
the chanceto support your project with histestimony.’

Testimony: Talkshow’s Juergen Fliege
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D-I-T-T’strilingua multi-mediatool may scongoonsaein
London at the National MaritimeMuseum a Greenwich,
thanksto the support of the Hergé Foundation and
Moulinsart.

Details of The Mystery of the Lost Letterscp-rom are
currently being displayed a * TheAdventuresof Tintin at
Sea exhibition, which commemoratesthe 75th anniversary
of thecomic strip reporter’sfirst adventure.

Other exhibitsincludetheoldest existing drawing of Tintin
and apainting of Tintin'screator Georges Remi (Hergé) by
Andy Warhol. Thisison public display inthe UK for the

All aboard: D-I-T-T joins Tintin and Snowy at firsttime.

the National Maritime Museum Theexhibition, which opened on 31 March 2004, isbeing
For more details visit or heldin association with the Hergé Foundation and joint
sponsors Ottakar’s Bookstores and Egmont Books.

Honorary Board Member Gunilla Lofgren Nisser, featured in the
Profile in Newsletter No.11, returned to the Sates for the 54th
annual IDA conference in San Diego, California, last November.
The Swedish researcher and teacher, who devel oped a diagnostic
battery capable of revealing dyslexia in pre-school youngsters
during her PhD studies at Karolinska Institute, hasfiled this
report:

Truetothetitle of the conference: Our Missionto Literacy, reading
remained the central theme. Speakersgave good practical advice
about reading and itscomponents.

BarbaraWise, PhD, wanted to end the* reading war’ (wholeword
versus phonics) and urged adoption of the research report published
by the National Reading Panel NICHD in 2000. Accordingtothis
report thereading processinvolvesfive parts. phonics—the
knowledge of sounds; phonemic awareness—knowledge of sound

Transatlantic conference:

relationships; fluency; vocabulary and content background Gunilla Léfgren Nisser
knowledgeand, finally, comprehension.

Thereport advocatesexplicit systematicinstructionin phonological awareness, vocabulary and
comprehensionin order to teach reading to peoplewith dydexiaeffectively. Thissamebasicideawas
presented by other speakers—among them Joseph Torgesen, PhD, and Gavin Reid, PhD (see Profile,
page9).
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LuisaC. Moats, PhD, spoke on the Reading Sandard Review Sudy by the CaliforniaCommissionon
Teacher Credentials. Shewas, asusual, astute— putting her finger on areasthat need improvement. She
emphasi sed theimportance of demonstrating teaching and of having aninterchange between teacher-
training collegesto ensurethat they all comeup to the same standards.

Shealso pointed out the need to teach writing skillsto all students. Thisisan areaof apparent neglectinthe
lower gradesthat creates problemswhen studentsenter high-school and university.

Testing for dyslexia

ThelQ discrepancy asameasure of dyslexiawasburied for good. R. Malatesha Joshi, PhD, argued that

| Q testsdo not lead to recommendati ons regarding remedi ation, instruction, or management of reading
problems, and they aretherefore uselessin thiscontext. I nstead of the | Q achievement discrepancy model,
listening comprehens on wasrecommended for diagnostic purposes.

Another buria wasthat of the controversid Reading Recovery programme. ResearchersWillliam E.
Tunmer, PhD, and JamesW. Chapman, PhD, claimed that 30% of children who beginthe programmedo
not completeit dueto thefact that, for onereason or another, they cannot keep up. Teachersof children
with dydexiahave already discovered that their pupilsdo not learn to read through the RR method because
it lacksthe phonol ogical component.

Speakersurged that school s should not adopt the programme before major changes have been
implemented. Explicit ingtructionin phonol ogica and aphabetical coding skillsmust be added.

Reading problems and ADHD

Animportant question for teachersof childrenwith reading problemsand ADHD wasraised by PG
Aaron, PhD. Doesachild sreading disability make hisor her attention wander, or doesADHD lead to
poor performance on reading tests? Dr Aaron presented an interesting answer to the question by
comparing theresults of reading tasks performed by childrenwith reading disability and by childrenwith
ADHD.

Depending on thedifferencein thedegree of attention that the tests demanded, the two groups performed
differently: thelistening comprehens on scorewas higher than thereading comprehension scorein children
with dydexiaand viceversain childrenwith ADHD. Dydexiainterfereswith decoding but not with
listening comprehension. ADHD interfereswith listening comprehens on because attention tendsto drift, but
it doesnot typically interferewith reading comprehension sincethe act of reading helpsthefocusonthe
task.

Jeffrey W. Gilger, PhD, presented interesting genetic research. He put forward thetheory that itisunlikely
that one common genetic factor a onewill explain nonsyndromic developmental reading disability. There
may beanumber of genes, in combination with environmental events, that interact to create atendency
towardsreading disability. Thesefactors have variable effects on the neurology and neuropsychology
responsiblefor reading—andfor learning disabilitiesin generdl.

Peoplewithreading or learning disabilitieswill have* atypica brains', but not every brainisatypica inthe
sameway, evenin peoplewith the same bas c diagnosis(reading disability or ADHD). Futurework inthis
areashould includemultiple measuresof brain function. Researchersmay otherwisebemidedinto believing
that they havefound arisk gene, when they have not checked if other neuropsychol ogica phenotypesor
cognitive componentsa so affected by thisgene.

Dr PatriciaK. Kuhl gavethe Geschwind L ecture, honouring the famous neurol ogist Norman Geschwind.
Her topic was Language, Reading and the Brain. She described how babies|earn the sounds of
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languages. Until the age of eight months babies can hear the difference between soundsin al theworld's
languages. By the age of 10-12 monthsthey areonly ableto takein the soundsof their mother tongue. For
moreinformation on thisfascinating topic, read the book Scientist inthe crib —minds, brainsand how
childrenlearnby Dr A. Gopnik and Dr PatriciaK. Kuhl.

Following up onthe main theme of thisyear’sconference* Our missontoliteracy’, therewere severd
demondtrationsof teaching reading using the Orton-Gillingham method. Dr Amy C. Smith demonstrated the
Wilson Reading System, Arlene Sonday |ectured on Understanding Multisensory Ingtruction’ usngthe
Sonday method, and Dr Susan Heinz described the* Slingerland M ultisensory A pproach’ to teaching
reading and language arts.

From personal experience, | know that they all work likemagic. Let’shopethat these excellent teaching
methodswill find their way acrosstheAtlantic.

D:I-T-T member Robin Truyen writes:

Thefour-day BDA conference, attended by over 900 people, took place at Warwick University, UK.
It wasworthwhileand stimulating—even though | was only ableto attend thefirst two days because of
my commitment to beingin Brussalsfor the Council of Ministers Education Committee presentation on
29 March.

Thehighlights?Itisdifficult to say astherewere numerousinteresting thingsgoing on simultaneoudy, with
S0 many researchers presenting their latest discoveries. The keynote speeches of Dr AngelaFawcett and
Prof. Dr Guinevere Eden werethought-provoking.

Thiswasagood opportunity to meet othersin thebusinessof dealing with dydexiain theinternational
context. Each participant in the conference received abag with books, programme—and the Tintin leafl et,
towhichtheresponsewasenthusastic.

Inshort: it wasagreat experienceand | learned alot of new things. ThisisaConferencethat really gives
you food for thought. Inthree year’ stimewhen the next conferenceisorganised, | shal certainly try togo
for thefull four days!

= Seethe BDA Web site at Wwww.bda-dys exia.org.uk for moreinformation about thisand the 2001
conference.
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Profile — Gavin Reid

Understanding Individual Learning
Styles

Educationa psychologist and‘Hal of Mirrors
consultant Gavin Reid knowsexactly what it's
likenot tofit in at school —he dropped out
when hewasjust 15 yearsold.

But theteenager recognised hewasnot
fulfilling hispotential, so he set about proving
himsdlf academicaly by training to becomea
teacher.

Gavinsad: ‘I'm probably dydexic mysdf. |
left school withno quadificationsand | didn’t
read until | wasateenager. Evennow | don't
Question master: ‘Hall of Mirrors’ consultant Gavin Reid read very much, although | find writing very
easy. | wanted to teach, so | taught myself to
gotouniversity and I now haveaPhD. | knew | had some ability and thismade me doubly determined.’

Hisinterestinlearning styleswasfirst sparked by hisexperiencesin the classroom asasecondary school
history teacher, but it washispersond lifethat further fuelled hisquest for knowledgeinthisarea. Gavin
revealed: ‘ My own sonisautistic. He was diagnosed when hewastwo and he'snow 27. Thishel ped spur
meon to train asan educationa psychologist. Eventoday, hestill can't speak and getsvery frustrated.’

Now an experienced teacher, researcher and senior lecturer in Educational Studiesat the University of
Edinburgh, Gavin hasmade over 400 conference and seminar presentationson educationd learning styles
acrossthe UK and around theworld.

And asaspecia consultant on The Mystery of the Lost Letters— an adventure with Tintin and Showy
on the Road to Success, he hel ped formul ate the sophisticated diagnostic tool featured inthecp-rom’s
‘Hall of Mirrors .

Gavin'sresearchintolearning stylesprovided theana ytical foundation for theengaging gamewith Tintin
and Snowy. Working with BBC Worldwide I nteractive producer Michael Brodbin, he devised aseriesof
guestionsthat enable each young dydexicsto gain agreater understanding of their individua learning style.

Thetool focusesonthesocial, environmenta, emotional , cognitive and metacognitive dimens ons of
learning. It assesses each child and then offersfeedback on how to build on personal strengthsand
weaknesses.

Gavinexplained: ‘ The cognitive dimensionlooksat how peoplethink and processinformation. Some
people processvisually whilst othersdoit by listening. So, for example, atelephone conversationfor a
visua personwould bedifficult....

 Some people can only learnin anoisy environment while others need absol ute quiet. Somepeoplesitat a
desk and otherslounge on asofa. Somelikebright lightsand others prefer candldight....

‘What thistool doesishelp thechildrentry to find the best learning stylefor them. We each have astyle of
learning and | try to equip the children by letting them know how they learn. They may not be ableto use
thisat school, but they canwhenthey goout.’
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And Gavin doesn’ t underestimate theimportance of such knowledge: * It hasbeen suggested that if all
children worked with their own learning preferences, therewouldn’t beany learning difficulties. The
problemisthe mismatch between theway teachersteach and how childrenlearn. Thisisfurther aggravated
by thewholeway the system works... our education system expectseveryonetodoit [learn] inthesame
way. Learning styleslook at learning and education |ooks at outcome. We set the goalsbut don’t put
enoughinterest in how they areachieved. But if you look at learning stylesthen you canteach more
effectivey.’

Gavin hasworked on numerousdydexiaprojects, including SNAP (Specia NeedsAssessment Profile),
which hedescribesasa’ conventional interactivetool’.

But hesaid: ‘ The Mystery of the Lost Lettersisquite uniquewith itsuse of cartoon characters. It redly
hasbeentailor-madefor capturing theinterest of dydexic youngsters. | usedit with one of thechildren at
the Red Rose School [an independent day school in Lancashire, which he co-founded] and I’ ve shown
sampledemosat conferencesand had somevery positivefeedback.’

= For moreinformation about Gavin Reid, hispublications, SNAP and the Red Rose Schoal, visit
Www.gavinrerd.co.uk

With your help — Web site to go live

Far left:
Tintin & Snowy on the road to success:
www.tosuccess.org

Left:

Project manager:
Ben Kwiecinksi
of Antamis

D-I-T-T’'smgjor on-lineresource centre ‘ www.tosuccess.org’ looks set to be going live next month.

Thetrilingual |CT gateway, which accompanies The Mystery of the Lost Letterscp-rom, isbeing built
with theinput of agroup of dydexic youngsterswho have selected and reviewed programs and resources
that they havefound most useful.

Andnow D-I-T-Tiscalingonal young dydexicsto get intouch and give detailsof productsthat have
proved the most val uableto them —in abid to make www.tosuccess.org auseful one-stop resourcefor
discovering provenly useful resourcesontheNet for dydexicsworldwide.

Designed by theAustralian-based company Wil dtribe, the Web site hasbeen built by Web application
development firm Antamisin Brussels. Antamisisrespons blefor producing the Content Management
System (CMYS) that will bethe backbone of the site. By usingaCM Sinstead of regular HTML, the
DI-T-T stecommittee memberswill be able edit and add new content themselves.
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Antamis project manager, Ben Kwiecinkg, says. ‘ Inadditionto helpingthe DI -T-T team definethetasks
necessary for completing the site: planning thework and determining goal's, milestones, and deadlines, I’ ve
worked onthegenera layout, content analysisand segmentation, and thelong-term strategy.’

Theprojectisreaching thefinal stagesof ‘ phasezero’, whichwill include content and toolsin English,
French and German and separate |earner and mentor sections. Ben added: ‘ After thisiscomplete, weare
likely to continueworkingwith D-I-T-T toroll out an e-learning tool for mentors.”

D-I-T-T hasbeen working on language-devel opment games and hopesto work co-operatively with young
dydexiclearnersinputting their ideas, with the approva of Moulinsart where Tintin and company are
featured.

= If youknow of agreat product for young dyd exicsthen why not tell everyoneabout it through the
fmww.tosuccess.org Web site. Contactjadmin@ditt-online.org.

New home for D:I-T-T

D-I-T-T’shead office hasmoved to larger premises—just along the corridor fromtheir old rooms.
Volunteersnow work in the new space, which featuresalarge adj oining computer room.

» Contact address, telephone number and e-mail addressremain unchanged.

‘Unlimited Potential’ summer courses

TheUnlimited Potentid (UP) courses, runby D-I-T-T in partnership with Microsoft, will resumeon
Wednesday 21 April and Thursday 22 April inour new premiseson thethirdfloor at 1 rue Defacqz.

Thisisanexcitingtermfor UPstudentsat D-1-T-T. On 6 May the Crown Princess of Sweden, Her Royal
HighnessPrincessVictoria, will visit with our sponsorsand our patron, Her Royal Highness Princess
Margarethaof Liechtenstein((seecover story).

Onthe sameday, dyd exic world memory champion, Dominic O’ Brien, will giveatalk on memory and
refreshmentswill beserved. All UPstudentshave beeninvited to thisevent.

At theend of thisterm, studentswill be awarded acertificatefromD-I-T-T and given what support and
information they need toimprove and further practisetheir computer skills.

Asusual, the courseswill be conductedina‘non-school’ atmosphere, and thisterm thereisimproved
equipment and Robin Truyen's Course Guidewill providethe basis for the programme. All studentswill
work through this—practisingin the areasthat interest them most. Working through step-by-step, they can
besureof gainingtheD:I-T-T certificate.

Aseveryoneknows, thisisan experimenta pilot course. We hopethat it will pavetheway for moresuch
coursesin other settings, and that many more people will learn how technology can help with reading,
writing, organisation and memory.

= Pleasenote: short summer courseswill berun throughout July and August.
Contact Vicki: yickiatditt@yahoo.com for details.
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Money matters

Vital technology boost

New computers, ascanner, aprinter and speakers
areonthecardsfor D:I-T-T, thanksto the generosity
of Hewlett-Packard Belgium. Theaward by the
hardwaregiant’s philanthropy committeewill funda
much-needed technol ogy upgradefor the non-profit
making organisation.

Board member PetraZollner said:
‘DI T-T isindebted to HPfor thislife-changing gift
whichwill have an enormousimpact on day-to-day

working, and most particularly onour pilot training Technology at her fingertips: D-I-T-T’s chief Asia
scheme!’ researcher, Baihua Zhang, at work

UK media push

The Mystery of the Lost Letters co-sponsor Cable and Wirel ess has pledged afurther £2,000 to help
raisethe profile of thecp-rom inthe UK.

D:I-T-Tisplanning tolaunchthetrilingua multimediatool acrossthe Channe thissummer. Board member
Susan Calamass said: * Once again, wewould liketo thank Cableand Wirelessfor their immediateand
practical responseto our needs. Weare sureour initiativewill springto lifeinthe UK with the help of key,
targeted promotion.’

Quentin Blake cards

Thanksgoto all volunteersinvolved in packing and promoting these charming packsof ten notelet cards
sold at €10. All proceedsgoto D-I-T-T projects.

Reflections

Putting things in perspective

Benjamin Perks, UNICEF technicd officer for North/North Eastern Afghani stan, who ishimself dydexic,
sends somethoughtsfrom thethirdworld. A D-I-T-T supporter, Ben hopestovisit BrusselsthisMay.

‘ Afghanistanisone of the poorest countrieson the planet. It hasthe second highest infant mortality ratein
theworld (1in 5 children does not reach the age of five because of preventable disease).

‘Wecurrently have about 90%illiteracy inthe country. We arereversing thisas UNICEF —working with
thetransitional government ... by rebuilding the education system.

‘Until recently, the highest ever recorded school attendanceinthe country wasinthemid-1970sand was
around 750,000 children—which wasthen lessthan 10% of the 5- to 18-year-old child population.
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However, sincethe collgpse of the Taliban in 2001, we have managed to get 4.5 million children (60% of
5- to 18-year-olds) into school, and we are aiming to increase thisto around 90% of the potential school
popul ation by 2005.

‘It wasawaysabig audaciousgoal —but it seemsto beworking.

‘However, theschool systemisextremely weak, both technically and materially. The overwhelming
majority of teachershave been recruited on an emergency basisand haveno formal teaching qualifications.

‘Most of the classroomsarein UNICEF-provided tents, and we are rehabilitating some old war-damaged
school s (bearing in mind that the school system wasdesigned for 10% of the potentia school population—
and then suffered 23 yearsof war).

‘Last year wehad 42 million US$ for our education programmeand it barely covered the stationary
suppliesand text booksfor the4.5million. The Ministry of Educationiscompletely overwhelmed withthe
new-found demands on education services. Thecurriculumisbeing re-written after many yearsof
politicisation.’

‘Thisisthesituation of educationin Afghanistan: avery difficult time, but d so chdlenging. | fed that thereis
not much focus on thetechnical needsof education or the differing abilitiesof each child. Thisisbecause
they areso focused on basicliteracy and survival. Thismay proveto be something of an obstacle.’

Editor: Virginia Haydon, D-I-T-T Press and PR Consultant
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