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CD-rom hits the headlines!

Royal reception: HM Queen Fabiola and HRH Princess
Margaretha at the D-I-T-T press launch

Televison, radio, newspaper and magazinejournaistsflocked
tothelaunchof D:l-T-T'srevolutionary multi-lingual CD-rom,
The Mystery of the Lost Letters (MOLL), last November.

Coverageof thePalaisde Bellevue, Brussals, Pressreception,
whichwasheldin the presence of HM Queen Fabiolaand
D:I-T-T patron HRH PrincessMargarethaof Liechtenstein,
was broadcast onthe main evening news of themajor French
and Flemishnationa Belgian TV dtations.

Thedlittering event wasthe culmination of aremarkableyear,
whichsaw D:I-T-T a Unescoin Parisin the spring with the
Altran Foundation, at the Government Leaders Forumin
Romewith Microsoft inthe autumn, and at conferencesin
Hungary and the USA —aswell asbeing featuredin Time
magazine. Read onfor further details!
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Tintin'slatest quest to help young
dydexicshasbeenunveiled for thefirst
time—at aprestigious Royal reception
at thePalaisde Bellevue, Brussdls, on
26 November 2003.

Watched by dozensof TV andradio
crewsand journalists, membersof the
BBC productionteamfindly reveded
the contents of The Mystery of the
Lost Letters — an adventure with
Tintin and Showy on the road to
success—auniquetri-lingua self-help
tool designed to boost the morale of
dydexiclearners.

HM Queen Fabiola and HRH Princess Margaretha with D-I-T-T
Executive Director Judith Sanson

The presentation, by producer Michagl

Brodbin and interactive designer Jeff
Savage, offered akeenly-awaited insght into the sophisticated diagnosti ¢ tool which helpsanalyse how the
learning difficulty affectseachindividual child asthey enjoy aseriesof dydexia-friendly games.

Pagesfrom the CD-rom’saccompanying Web site (www.tosuccess.org) were presented by Web designer
Cesar Delgado of Antamis—showing how users can dip into recommended toolsand technologies or take
part infurther adventuresinlanguage development. Young dydexiclearnerswill help devel op language
gameswith Tintin and select thetool sand technol ogiesfeatured.

Education systemsthat routindy fail to
meet thelearning needsof young
dydexicswereput under scrutiny at the
opening of theTintin CD-romlaunch.

Inahard-hitting speech, Executive
Director Judith Sanson called on
educatorsworldwideto ensurethey
remained up-to-datewith new
technology and thelatest research.

‘Dydexiclearnersfaceonefallureafter
another in schoolswhere successis
mesasured purely onthebasisof
performanceinbasic skills. Superior
skillsoften go unrecognised and are

CD-rom unveiled: HM Queen Fabiola and HRH Princess
negleded- Margaretha invited D-I-T-T and journalists to the Palais de Bellevue
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‘Recent surveysinthe USand UK show that morethan haf of our prison populationsaredydexic and
over three-quartersof prisonersareilliterate. Thisisshameful. We, aseducators, have ahugeresponsibility
toteach literacy and organisationa skillsin the appropriateway, to know about latest research, to

continually update our training and implement new technol ogy.’

Sheadded: ‘ Thisnew CD and Web site attemptsto address these responsibilities, and to open up new
possibilitiesfor al learnerswho struggle, by allowing each school to becomearoad to success!’

Above — On the box: A camera crew from RTBF interview Elliot

Lemaire for the evening news.

Below — HRH Princess Margaretha previews Tintin’s latest quest
with the help of youngsters from the focus group

Youngstersfrom D:I-T-T'sfocusgroup,
whoseinput hel ps shape The Mystery
of the Lost Letters, were called on to
talk about their experienceswith
dydexia

CameracrewsfromRTBFand VRT
interviewed several membersof the
Focus Group at thelaunch of theunique
sdf-helptoal.

Reportsby journalistsfrom news
agencies, Web sitesandradio & TV
production companiesfrom across
Europe appeared in newspapersand
magazinesincluding Le Soir Junior, La
Libre Belgique, L' Echo, Vers

L’ Avenir, Télé Moustique and Point
de Vue.

D:I-T-T Board Member, Susan
Calamass, said: “What atriumph! Our
officeshave been overwhelmed with
callsfrom parentsand teachersfrom
acrossBelgium and beyond, al wanting
to find out more about the CD-rom—
thanksto the extensive mediacoverage.

‘“Weare now working to build onthis
successto ensureasmany dysexic
youngstersaspossible, withtheir
mentors, can get accessto thistop-
notch tool —so each one can find ways
totapinto hisor her unique
giftedness.... DI T-Tisendlesdy
grateful toitsteam of volunteers,
without whose energy and time none of
thiswould havebeen possible’
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Memory man Dominic O’ Briendazzled
guestsby demonstrating hisremarkable
gift of recall at thePdaisde Bellevue
reception.

Theeght-timesWorld Memory
Champion, who featuresinthe CD-rom
Hall of Fame, used hisbrain-boggling
skillsto memorisedozens of random
numbers chosen by youngstersfromthe
CD-romfocusgroup—not only
repeating themin correct sequence, but
backwardstoo!

Thesuccessful dydexichaspledgedto
help other dydexicsboost their brain

Majesty and memory: . " e .

CD-rom star Dominic O’Brien meets HM Queen Fabiola skillstoo—by offering training sessons
at anumber of D-1-T-T's*Unlimited
Potentia’ workshops(see* Pilot training
courseskick off” onp.6).

Backbone of the project

D-I-T-T wasddighted to wel comerepresentatives of theall the
Tintin CD-rom’smgjor sponsorsto thelaunch—offering the
chanceto thank them publicly for their vital support.

Addressing theaudience, Alan Christie, Vice President of
CorporateAffairs, Levi Strauss Europe, said: ‘Weare proud
to sponsor aproject that embodies so perfectly thevision of
the Levi Strauss Foundationto act asacatayst for positive
change. DI-T-T deservesour continued encouragement for
reconnecting young peoplesuffering from dydexiatothe
benefitsof education.’

Joe Franses, Community Investment Manager, Cable &
Wireless, said: ‘ Cable & Wirelessisdelighted to support the
work of D-I-T-T and the development of The Mystery of the
Lost Letters. Asone of theworld'sleading telecom-
municationscompanies, Cable& Wirelessiscommitted to
facilitating the pogitive use of information and communications
technologies. The Mystery of the Lost Lettersisanimportant !
e-learning resource and demonstrateshow ICT can makea Alan Christie, Vice President of Corporate
redl differencein helping young dydexiclearnersto succeed.’ Affairs, Levi Strauss Europe
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Joe Franses, Community Investment Manager, Umberto Paolucci, Senior Chairman Microsoft EMEA
Cable & Wireless

Umberto Paolucci, Senior Chairman Microsoft EMEA, said: * Microsoft isproud to support Dysexia
International andthelaunch of theD-I-T-T Tintin CD-rom project. Aseducationisat the heart of our work
a Microsoft, weareddighted to support aninitiative that usestechnol ogy to hel p children with dydexia
redisetheir potentiad toitsfullest.’

Peter Horemans, Director Genera of Moulinsart said: * Tintin’snever beeninvolved insomethingonsucha
scalebefore. Most of thetime, the projectsarejust nationally based, but The Mystery of the Lost Letters
will have aninternational impact. Wehaveto bevery protective of the property: wedon't takelightly any
potential partnersand we haveto bevery selective. However, weknow theintentionsof D-I-T-T aregood
and the CD-rom project isvery important. It hel psthese children, who are aready feeling so lonely and
isolated. It hel psgivethem hopefor thefuture’

Tintin heritage:

HM Queen Fabiola with Fanny Rodwell,
President of the Hergé Foundation,
Moulinsart's Peter Horemans and Anne
Eyberg
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Pilot training courses launched

Unlimited Potential:
Courses are funded by Microsoft in partnership with D-I-T-T

Unlimited
Potential

Dysdlexic adultsare being shown how to tap into their potentia at aseriesof short workshopsrun by
D-I-T-T, thanksto agrant from software giant Microsoft.

The non-profit making organisation haslaunched the two- or three-hour modular ICT courses, tailored to
individua needs, under theumbrellaof Microsoft's* Unlimited Potentid’ initiative (see* Roman conquest’
on p.8for moredetails).

The pilot scheme, whichitishoped will berolled out onwider scale, started at the end of January at
D-I-T-T'srue Defacqz offices on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons.

The courses, which run until theend of June before summer coursesstart in July and August, will berun by
two directors—both experienced in dyd exia—in French, German, Spanish, Flemish and English—thougha
working knowledge of Englishisabasic requirement.

For detailsof availability or to arrangeto talk to course directorsabout individua requirements, contact the
D-I-T-T officein Brusselson 02-537 7066.

Tintin at BETT 2004

Tintinand Snowy’srevolutionary new aid for young
dysdlexicswas show-cased at the UK’smost prestigious
education and technol ogy show this January.

Teachersand educationdistsvigiting the software section
got achanceto preview and placeordersfor D-I-T-T
multi-lingual self-help CD-rom The Mystery of the Lost
Letters: an adventure with Tintin and Showy on the
road to successduring thefour-day BETT exhibition at
Olympia

D:I-T-T volunteersmanned the stand at the event, which

ishilled as*‘thelongest running, best attended and most Education and technology:
comprehensive inthe UK education calendar. World D:1-T-T targets teachers in the UK
memory champion Dominic O’ Brien, SEN ICT

consultant Judith Stansfield, Board Member Jay Johnston and Pressand PR consultant VirginiaHaydon
joinedtheD-I-T-T teamand Marie Taylor of Tintin CD-rom sponsors, Microsoft, at the BETT awards
dinner at the London Grosvenor House Hotel .

To pre-book your copy of The Mystery of the Lost Letters. an adventure with Tintin and Showy on
theroad to success, contact the D-I-T-T office or go td www.ditt-online.org/ CDRom-E.htm,
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Cover story:
Time magazine,
28 June 2003
edition

Web Time:
Catch the full
story on-line

Glossy current affairsmagazine Time put dydexiaon theworld newsagendalast
summer when it ran an eight-page cover story on‘ Overcoming dysexia .

Thereport examineswhat new brain science hasreveal ed about thelearning
differenceand how parentscan help their children—and featured commentsfrom
leading dyd exiaauthoritiesworldwideincluding D-I-T-T executivedirector, Judith
Sanson.

Judith highlighted how education systemsacross Europeare ‘ just now slowly waking
uptotheproblem’ of dydexia, which expertsbelieve affectsaround 1020 per cent
of the population. Sheadded: ‘ The USisway ahead of Europe... becauseinthe
States, according to law, every child hasto be provided for according to hisabilities.
One of the problemsisthat thereisno common legal basisfor Europe-wide
education.’

T
» Up to one in five kids may
simply not be wired to read. ﬁ

Science looks into their | A B it]e
Rook)

otherwise gifted brains and B
develops new therapies that i ing8 |
may fix what ails them \

Read the story »

/ "m

Overcoming

liﬂerA

Thecomprehensivearticlein 28 Juneedition a so featuresaquick test for parentsto
help them ‘ spot the symptoms of thelearning disability even beforeyour child startsto
read.’

For thefull story visit the on-line Time back-issue archive at fyww.time.con, or goto
Www.time.com/time/covers/1101030728/
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D:I-T-T had ararechancetotalk to
Europe'sinfluentid politicians—as
guestsat Microsoft’sGovernment
Leaders ForuminRomelast
September.

Rubbing shoulderswithleading palitical
figuresfromacrosstheEU, DI T-T
wastheonly NGO to beinvited tothe
Forum, which examined how
technology can help createlocal
economic opportunity, strengthen
communitiesand help modernise
government services.

Board Members and the Irish Ambassador at the Rome Forum.
Left to right: Jay Johnston, Christopher lan, Susan Calamassi,
Pauline Cogan, His Excellency Frank Cogan, and Judith Sanson

Asexclusiveguestsof the Microsoft,
DI-T-T membersalso had achanceto
flag up key softwareissuesaffecting
dydexics, face-to-facein avirtua meeting with Bill Gateshimsdlf. Dr YotaDimitriadi, of theBDA, also
gaveapresentation on dydexiaand technology.

Microsoft also unveiled more detailsabout * Unlimited Potentid’ (UP) —aglobd initiativethat focuseson
improving lifelong learning for ‘ under-served’ young people and adultsthrough community-based learning
centres—oneof thefirst for dydexiclearnersisbeing runby D-1-T-T (see’ Filot training courseslaunched’
onp.6).

Microsoft hascommitted itsalf toinvesting $1 billionin cash and software over the next fiveyears, offering
technology-related skillstraining for disadvantaged young people and adults at the community level.

SeveBalmer, CEO of the Microsoft Corporation, told the Forum: * Working with all our great partnersin
education, government and theindustry, we believewe canredly help bridgewhat iscaled thedigital
divide, but what wereally understand isthe technol ogy skillsgap.

‘Between us, we have peopl e, expertise and technol ogy sol utionsthat can significantly closethegloba
skillsgap—and createreal social and economic opportunities.

‘ Education transformslives, families, communitiesand ultimately nations. It takesthe potential thatisin
every man, woman and child, and makesit aredlity. It'san investment that we believeaways, always pays
off. Andit’'saninvestment weall, very much, have aresponshbility to make.’

Rome under the microscope

D1-T-T Board Member Jay Johnston, afreelance devel opment executivefor arangeof charitiesand
trusts, who worksat devel oping partnershipsand educationa resourcesfor broadcast and digital media,
highlightskey issuesraised at Microsoft’s Government Leaders Forum 2003 inareport for D-I-T-T.

For copiesof thefull report pleasee-mail: office@ditt-online.org
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Software campaigner Andy Hayes

D-I-T-T supporter Andy Hayes, who campaignsfor therights of peoplewith hiddenimpairments, has
called on software companiesto help dyd exic peopletake advantage of the technological revolution.

Wheel chair-user Andy, who has said that hisdydexiaisagreater handicap intoday’ sworld than his
whesd chair, highlighted themany critical problemsfaced by peoplewith specificlearning difficultieswhen
invited to put hisideasfor improvementsat the Rome event.

Hisprimary concern wasthe continual updating of operating systemsby the mgjor software companies—
which he claimed often caused major problemsfor dyd exicswho wereregularly left unableto usevaluable
software componentson the new systems.

Hesaid: “Whilewelivein an exciting timewhere computers can enable more equality for dydexic people
within education and participating within society, thereisstill much work to do to ensure many cantake
advantage of thesenew facilities.’

Other areaswhich he said could bevastly improved included problems of voi ce-recognition software as
theindustry moved away from * direct word input’ versionsin favour of ‘ continuous speech’. And he called
for the UK DisabilitiesRights Commissionto provideguidelinesfor moredydexia-friendly Web sites.

To contact Andy Hayes, or for moreinformation on peoplewith hidden disabilities, visit hisaward-winning
Websitefumi2u.org

Altran in Brussels

Top brassat pioneering European
science and technol ogy consultancy
Altranweretreated to detailsof Tintin
and Snowy’slatest quest at two specia
D1-T-T eventsin Brussalslast
November.

D-I-T-T'sExecutive Director Judith
Sanson and Board Member
Christopher Jameslanwereinvited to
talk about the Mystery of the Lost
Letters CD-rom, which had previously
been short-listed for theAltran
Foundation 2003 award, at thelaunch
of the Foundation’slatest competitionat  Altran launch: Paulina van Rijn at Living Tomorrow, Vilvoorde
the Conservatoireof Music asAltran

announced itsnew 2004 award. For its8th award, in 2004, the Altran Foundation for Innovation has
chosenthetheme: * Discovering, understanding and enjoying sciencethroughinnovation’ (see
www.fonaation-altran.org).

D:I-T-T volunteer PR and Events Organiser, Paulinavan Rijn, spoke at aspecia lunch held by the
Foundationat Living Tomorrow inVilvoorde, just outside Brussdls.
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© HERGE/MOULINSART 2003

D-I-T-T had been selected asone of six finalistsfor last year’ sAward for ‘ technol ogical innovationand
early childhood’ from over 70 projectsby ateam of 15 jurors—all leading professionalsin theworlds of
health, education and science.

For moredetails see Newsd etter No.12 - Summer 2003 a: www.ditt-online.org/Newsl etter.htnj or visit:
www.fondation-atran.org

The continent’ sfirst al-European dyd exiaconferencein Budapest |eft psychol ogist Viol etta Szewczuk re-
energised and brimming with new ideas on how to copewith specificlearning difficulties.

The European Dyd exiaA ssociation event’sHungarian | ocation opened the doorsto guestsfrom Eastern
Europe— heralding the upcoming wider integration of Europe. According to Violetta, the October
conferencewasamelting-pot for afar broader spectrum of research and experiences, with

communi cations being shared with new EU-candidate countriesincluding Slovenia, the Czech Republic,
Hungary and Poland, and Russia

Highlightsincluded Katalin Adorjan’s presentation of Meixner’smethod of dydexiatherapy, whichis
reported to be highly successful in Hungary. American Elke Schneider’ sthree-hour workshop on
Multisensory Structured Metacognitive I nstruction al'sowon Violettal shighest praise.

Research delivered by Parisan Franck Ramushighlighted thetheory that difficultiesneitherinvisua norin
auditory processing areindicatorsfor dydexia; instead, theonly factorsrelated to literacy deficitsare
phonologica impairments.

Violettaconcluded: ... ‘theconferencewasefficiently runand very informative. | think | speak for most
participantswhen | say that | |eft Budapest filled with new ideas and new energy to copewith dyslexiaand
the peoplewho still deny it exists’

Distributing MOLL!

The Mystery Nearly 10 per cent of the EU popul ation —around 45
of the million peopleinthe European Union and the accession

Lost Letters countries—risk failureand drop-out from school or the

work-place because of dyslexia(source EDA).

D:I-T-T amsto make The Mystery of the Lost Letters:
an adventure with Tintin and Showy on the road to
successavailableinal countrieswerethereare substantial
numbersof French, German and English speakersin
Europe (namely Austria, Belgium, France, Germany,
Ireland, Luxembourg, Switzerland and the United
Kingdom) and worldwide.

CD-rom promotional image
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Therevolutionary self-help CD-romwill beonsdefor €20—andisavailableonanindividua basistoall
interested parties, including dydexic youngstersand their parents, teachersor mentors—and to readers of
thisNewd etter, whoseideas on getting the message out and about D1 -T-T warmly wel comes.

To pre-order your copy of The Mystery of the Lost Letters contact the D-1-T-T office or visif www.ditt- |
pnline.org and click on Snowy.

D-I-T-T isanon-profit-making ASBL organization—and al money raised abovethe cost of producing and
marketing the CD-romwill help fund further trand ationsor other dydexia-related projects.

Lobbying update

Last summer, D-I-T-T targeted each and every member of the European Parliament with pre-publicity of
the launch of The Mystery of the Lost Letters— an adventure with Tintin and Showy on the road to
success and information about the EDA’ s Budapest conference, attended for D-I-T-T by Violetta
Szewczuk (see‘ Budapest dydexiarendezvous onp.10).

The comprehensive Language Shock Pack is continuing to hel p raise awareness of the problemsthat
young dydlexicsacross Europeface.

Copiesof the multi-mediaPack, which consists of aBBC-produced video, Guide and linked Web siteare
still available. Contact the D-1-T-T office or go tg www.ditt-online.org/Pack/About.htm for moredetails.

Champion of the underdog

Somevoicesarehardtoignore—and Pauline Cogan'sis
one of them. Steady and forthright, she speakswitha
conviction that comesonly from experience coupled with
theweight of years of academic study and research. The

indefati gabl e specia-needsteacher isaforceto be
reckoned with—and aquick glance at her résumé shows
why.

Currently sheisdevising atest toidentify early school-age
childrenwho areat risk of dydexia, aspart of her PhD
studiesat Trinity College, Dublin. Theresearchisthe
pinnacleof yearsof tirelessprofessiona development
which hasaready secured an M Sc, threefirst degreesand
three post-graduate diplomas.

Although she baulksat being described asa‘ campaigner’,
abrief ingght intothisremarkableeducationdist’slife
revealsawoman doggedly determined to championthe
rightsof thoselessfortunate, especidly childrenwith
learning disabilities.

Sense of justice: D:I-T-T honorary Board
An honorary member of D-1-T-T'sBoard of Directors,she ~ Member Pauline Cogan
said: ‘It samoral and ahuman rightsissue, that children
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with learning disabilities should havetota accessto thefull and rich curriculumthat other studentsenjoy. If |
believe something should bedone, it’sgoing to bedone. | never take*no” for ananswer if | think it should
be“yes’. | havenever allowed anything to beat me.’

Bornand bredin Ireland, the 56-year-old was motivated to take her first stepsinto theworld of education
after witnessing both the very best and theworst in Irish schooling. For, despiteasuperbtraining asa
teacher, never werethewords' disability’ or ‘learning difficulty’ mentioned. So began her long-term
relationship with dydexiaand her quest to help youngstersthat she believed werebeing failed by the
system.

Shestressed that ‘ for adydexic child to be hel ped at the most fundamental level, at some stageduring the
school day he or she needsto have one-to-one help from aspecialist. Because somedydexic children
have very complex problems, they need one-to-one. Education systemsthat don’t givethat areredlly only
scratching thesurface.

Her marriageto Irish diplomat Frank Cogan, in 1972, took her to many overseas postings, with time spent
inclassroomsin New York and Switzerland further broadening her teaching experience. Returning to
Irelandin 1978, Paulinewas now amother of two. But it wasnot until the 1980sthat thefully-qualified
primary and secondary school teacher finally got achanceto do her first formal specid-educationtraining
when shewas appointed as her school’ s specia-needsremedial teacher.

But hereagain shewasoften | eft fedling frustrated by agovernment policy whichwould rarely alow
intervention for children under the age of seven—when such intervention could beat itsmost financialy,
educationaly and emotiondly effective.

Thefamily moved to Brussalsin 1985, where she studied psychol ogy with the Open University. ‘ This
gparked my interest in brain function and how the brain —compromised for whatever reason—can lead to
functiond differences .

With adegreein psychology and an M Scin neurologists, Pauline became concerned with theinterface
between neurology and language. She becameincreasingly awarethat * children need teachersto be active
ontheir behalf —to betheir advocates—becauseif government doesn'’t act for them then these people
should.’

Her experienceasateacher in Brussashighlighted theanomaiesin thelivesof professionaly mobile
peoplewithinthe European Union: * Profess onalsare encouraged to work trans-nationa ly whilethereis
poor infrastructureand learning support for their children who may learn differently.’

It wasduring her early yearsin Brusselsthat shefirst met Judith Sanson (currently D-1-T-T Executive
Director) and became deeply involved in producing the Language Shock project —al so contributing a
chapter ‘What teacherscan do’ to the Guide, available asan e-book in English, French, German, Italian,
Portuguese and Spanish fromwww.ditt-online.org.

Now she seesher rolewith the charity asafacilitator and specialist scientific advisor on dydexia, offering
information and guidance ontheir many pioneeringinitiatives. ' D-1-T-T hasmanaged to break down
barriers—showing peoplethe possibility of what affirmative action can do. It kegpson achievingin
absolutdly virginterritory. For avoluntary organisation, it’sphenomena what it hasachieved.’

Paulinethanksher husband for hisunfailing support: ‘I’ m lucky to be married to my husband —agreat
facilitator in my lifewho dwaysgave meagreat sense of freedom and encouragement —and still does.’

Reflecting for amoment, thisresolute dynamo added: * Of course, it’svery important to have good fun too
—it'snot al just dog andlabour! | loveto travel and cook, seefriendsand experience new cultures...’.
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What Works

Free live ICT advice

Want to brush up your ICT skillsfor free? Education staff who need atechnological confidence boost can
find help and adviceatwwuw.ictadvice.org.uk/new2computers

Thesite, whichisrun by BECTa(who host the Senco Forum SENIT, Easy-Speak, etc.) claimsto have
lotsof freeresources, including tutorialson various | CT skillsand ‘ frequently asked questions .

Thee-mail ICT support forum and a‘ New2Computers' chat roomisopen, with‘red live mentors, every
Wednesday and Sunday evening from 8pmuntil 20pm. Visit http://www.ictadvice.org.uk/new2computersd/|
chat/ to find the answersto questionsyou don’t want to bother your ICT coordinator with!

Money Matters

Microsoft Grant

Thanksto agenerousdonation under the‘ Unlimited Potentia’ globa initiative, Microsoftisworkingin
partnershipwith D-I-T-T to producethree-hour training coursesfor young adult dydexic learners. (For full
story see ' Pilot training courseslaunched’ onp.6.)

Help for Ben

Thegenerosity of an anonymous donor has enabled ayoung dydexicto stay at the school that has madeall
thedifference.

Thanksto further £500 donation by Tim Mawson, funds have been boosted sufficiently to alow Bento
remain at hisspecialist school where hisdydexiaisproperly understood and addressed.

Inaletter of thanks, Bensaid: ‘| couldn’t do anything beforel camehere. In my old school | felt stupid
because when they gave meamaths sheet or gowriteastory, | felt stupid becausel couldn’tdoitat all.
Herel feel | candoit because theteachershavetaught meto read and write ... also | do not get bullied
any more. | really appreciate your contribution to my school fees, enabling meto do an extrayear.’

A DI-T-T member commented: ‘ It isasad reflection on the educational systemsthat appropriate specid
education can only be bought —and then at apricethat isquite beyond thereach of most.’

The Board of Directors has taken a majority decision that D-I-T-T will not support individual
scholarships, asall funding goesinto projects with the wider scope — that benefit all dyslexic
learners. Nevertheless, D-I-T-T will continue to flag the work of foundations who do provide such
practical assistance.
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Announcements

6 May: MOLL goes public

All D:I-T-T membersand associates are warmly wel cometo alunch-timelaunch and afternoon reception
on Thursday 6 May in Brussels. HRH Crown PrincessVictoriaof Sweden hasbeeninvitedtojoin
D:I-T-T'sPatron, HRH Princess Margaretha of Liechtenstein and sponsors asguests of honour at a
reception and concert, followed by avisit to the Microsoft * Unlimited Potential’ pilot course, at rue
Defacqz. TheMOLL CD-romwill demonstrated.

Dominic O’ Brien, dydexic himsef, and one of the cel ébritiestaking part inthe CD-romwill demonstrate
memory training techniques.

Entrance by ticket only. To reserveyour place telephone 02-537 7066 or e-mail admin@ditt-online.org

Saturday 15 May: Annual Open Forum 2004 and AGM

Thisyear’sAnnua Open Forumwill focuson thelatest research into developmenta dydexia, with aseries
of pand discussionsby leading expertsfrom D-I-T-T's Scientific Advisory Committee, including John Sein,
Heinz Wimmer, Ludo Beheydt, Costas Porpodas and Dirk Bakker, Chair of the Committee.

Itisproposed that thetopics centrearound the brain, cognitive, linguistic, therapeutic, and educational
perspectives.
The Forumwill be preceded by theAnnual Genera Meeting. Venue and further detailsto be announced.

European teacher-training course

Focuson
Inclusion: managing the socia and emotional needsof specia needschildren
Faro, Portugal, 15-19 March 2004

Delegatesaredligiblefor European funding from Comeniusfor thiscourse, which addressesareas of
common concernin many European countries. The courseisdelivered by teachersfrom England, Holland
and Ireland and will addressteacher intervention at threelevel s: classroom management techniques, socia
skillstraining and emotional support and guidance.

For moreinformation visitiwww.blackrock-edu.ie/home.htm and then contact jk @markcollege.org.uk

Reflection

‘Themost beautiful thing that we can experienceisthemysterious: itisthe only source of trueArt and
Science. And heto whom thisemotionisastranger —hewho can no longer pausein wonder and stand
wraptinawe, heisaready half dead—hiseyesareshut.” (Einstein)

Editor: VirginiaHaydon, DI-T-T Press and PR Consultant
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