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Tintin’s gift to young dyslexics: Self-discovery! — tackling
difficulties and focusing on talents

D:I-T-T isproud to present The Mystery of the Lost Letters
— an adventure with Tintin and Showy on the road to
success. Thisisauniquemulti-lingua self-helptool whichwill
help young dyd exicsfind their own brand of success. Thefirst
versonisin English, Frenchand German.

Therevolutionary multi-medialearning tool isbeing unveiled by
HM Queen Fabiolaand DI-T-T Patron, HRH Princess
Margarethaof Liechtenstein, at aprestigiousreceptionin
Brusselson 26 November at the Palaisde Bellevue.

Web site: www.ditt-online.org
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium  E-mail: admin@ditt-online.org
Bank account: 310-158 1288-80
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Pre-booking form for the CD-rom
The Mystery of the Lost Letters
includedwiththisedition

D-I-T-T volunteers work with leading experts, creating and promoting tools that enable dyslexic learners to

succeed in a competitive world




Her Royal HighnessPrincessMargarethaof Liechtengtein:

‘ AsPatron of Dydexialnternational — Toolsand Technologies, | wishto
add my words of encouragement to all who usethisCD-romand the
related Web site. They have been devised with the help of young people
working with leading expertsin dydexiaand technology. They amto help
everyonedevelop their individua giftsand abilities, sothat dl may redise
their own uniqueway of contributing to abetter society.’

Facts and figures

Nearly 10 percent of the EU population —around 37 million peoplein 15 Member Statesalone—

risk failureand drop out from school or thewor kplace because of dydexia. (European Dydexia

Association)

» Dydexicshavevarying degreesof organisationa or learning difficultieswhich canlimit the devel opment
of such skillsas speech, reading, spelling, writing, numeracy, behaviour, memory and organisation.

= Withearly diagnosisand intervention, theselearning difficulties can be effectively overcomewith
appropriate teaching methods.

= Without thisappropriate teaching, dydexiclearnerscontinueto beat risk of school failure,
marginalisation, drug abuse and other formsof anti-social behaviour —research statisticsin the UK
and US show over half the prison population is dyslexic.

m Someof society’smost outstanding minds—onesthat have hel ped shape civilisation—have been
dydexic, for ingance: Eingtein, Leonardo daVinci, Gustave Flaubert, Winston Churchill and Auguste
Rodin.

D-1-T-T workswith leading expertsto create and promotetool sthat enable dysexic learnersto succeedin
acompetitiveworld.

D:I-T-T hascreated aCD-rom, produced by theBBC for D:I-T-T: The Mystery of the Lost Letters—an
adventure with Tintin and Showy on the road to success, to be linked to aWeb site to help teachers,
parentsand learnersworldwide.

Thisfirst of itskind, multi-lingud, self-helplearning toal, isillustrated with Tintin and Snowy graphicsthanks
tothe Hergé Foundation. Thefirst versonwill bein French, German and English. It isfunded by Cable &
Wirdlessand Microsoft, in additionto origina backing by Levi StraussAdvised Fund at CharitiesAid
Foundation.

Detailsof Language Shock—Dyslexia Across Cultures, amulti-mediatraining pack (guide/BBC video/
Web site) on what dydexiaisand how to deal withitinaninternationa setting, areavailableontheD-I-T-T
Web site.

Find out more at www.ditt-online.org
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The project

Tintin provides perfect solution

Tintin and Snowy’ spledgeto help dydexiclearnershascome
true—thanksto two yearsof relentlesseffort combining the
input of Europe’ sleading dydexiaexperts, D-I-T-T'steam of
professiond volunteersand the essentia ideas of agroup of
young dydexics.

Itisestimated that well over 12 million children of 13 and under
acrossEuropesuffer fromdydexia. Their difficultieswith
writing, memory and organi sation often go unrecognised. Aimed
primarily at thisage group, whenrisk of failurewith thewritten
word setsin, thisuniquetri-lingual CD-romand linked Web site
will boost themorale of dydexiclearnersand put themin control
of their ownlearning at astage when they star to seetheir
specid abilitiesbeing jeopardised.

D-I-T-T Board Member, Susan Calamass, said: ‘At last,
frustrated |earners and desperate parents and teachers need
look no further. Hereisatop quality BBC-produced CD-rom

ti | : With Tintin’s aid ) ! : e
g;f:eﬁnc;?, fv”fri[,me' the 'Cnol:fj S?(;n which can help theseyoung childrentap into their giftedness
of dyslexia understand how they |earn best — putting them back in control of
their lives’

Usersaccompany Tintin and Snowy onaquest full of funto find Professor Calculus, with positive
feedback, anew awareness of learning strengths, and acertificate of congratulationsasrewards. To be
fully effective, The Mystery of the Lost Letters must be used with aparent, teacher or assistant alongside
thelearner. The CD-romisin English, German and French. Other language versionsfollow.

Theaccompanying Web sitewww.tosuccess.org, developed by D-I-T-T, will connect userswith aglobal
on-linecommunity of learnersand specialists, and signpost top technol ogies and resources recommended
by and for young dydexics.

Produced by the BBC, the sl f-help learning tool has depended on the generous backing of the Levi
StraussAdvised Fund at CharitiesAid Foundation, the Hergé Foundation, Cable & Wireless, and
Microsoft.

D:I-T-Tisgrateful to CAOBISCO (Association of Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionery Industriesfor the
EU), Tie Rack, theAltran Foundation and the Fondation Roi Baudouin for their on-going support.
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Inside Tintin’'s Hall of Fame

Threedimensional: Interior designer Jan des
Bouvrie

The Netherlands most famousdesigner Jan des
Bouvrieisset to beastar guest at theroyal launch
reception thismonth.

Jan, whoseartistic vision hashelped him devel op
some of themost striking contemporary interiors
over the past century, also chatsto young dyslexics
in The Mystery of the Lost Letters*Hall of Fame’
section.

Thedesigner recommends. ‘ Find your persondlity
—becauseyou haveavery strong personality. Just
keep yoursdlf straight and changetheworld,
especidly for yoursdf...’

Wordsmith: Poet Benjamin Zephaniah

Inspirationd artist, Benjamin Zephaniah, talksof
hispassion with wordsand how dyd exiahelps
credtivity.

Billed asadub poet, an oral poet, aperformance
poet, a pop poet, a pub poet, arap poet, a Rasta
poet, areggae poet and even ablack poet, the
Birmingham bornwriter hasasowrittennovels,
playsandtried hishand at tel evision presenting.

Hesaid: ‘ Having dydexiahasnothingto dowith
intelligence. Infact someof themost crestive
peopleonthe planet havebeen dydexic. Dydexic
peopleusualy havetowork round the problemsin
much different ways, and that iswhat being
creativeisal about....’

Tower of strength: Famousarchitect Lord
Richard Rogers

L ord Richard Rogers, the man behind some of the
most awesome new buildingsin thewesternworld,
hassomeinval uable advicefor young dydexics
browsing through the CD-rom’s* Hall of Fame'.

Heurges: ‘ Themost important thing | think for
peoplewho aredydexicis, don’'t giveup! Believe
inyoursdf!’

The Pompidou Centre, Paris, the Millennium
Domeand L1oydsBuilding in London rank among
hismany achievements.

' ’_h_u!mnmm_l!lllltl
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Thank you for themusic: Singer HuguesAufray

Modern day troubadour HuguesAufray knowswhat
itisliketo strugglewith spelling at school.

The Frenchmusician, whosesongs* Celine’ and
‘Santiano’ have beenin summer campsand schools
for thepast 30 years, toldD-I-T-T: * At schooal, for
essays| wouldtypically get 18 out of 20 for content,
but nothing for style because therewould awaysbe
about 45 spelling mistakes. But intheend, with having
to overcome so many difficulties, adydexiclearneris
al themore strengthened and all themorelikely to
succeed.’

Television heart-throb: Juergen Fliege

German Talkshow host Juergen Fliegeisafather of
two, an Evangelist minister, afilm producer, author,
TV and radio presenter —and adyd exic who shares
hisexperiencein‘ TheHall of Fame' . Hissoaring
career reached itshigh point in 1996, when the
Talkshow wasvoted the most popular ontelevision
and wasawarded the prestigious Bambi prize.

Brainwaves; Author DominicO’Brien

Themind-boggling skillsof Dominic O’ Brienhave
won him the honour of World Memory Champion an
incredible seven times. Author of the popular book
Quantum Memory Power, thefamousdydexic chats
about hismemory skillson theground-breaking Tintin
CD-rom.

- dueto be present at thelaunch and to demonstrate
hiskills
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Long-term supporter:
Education and Culture
Commissioner Viviane
Reding

Commissioner praises Tintin project

Education’sfirst lady in Europe has praised the dedication and cregtivity of the
team behind The Mystery of the Lost Letters—an adventure with Tintin and
Showy on the road to success.

European Commissioner for Education and Culture, Viviane Reding, haslong
been asupporter of the project. She attended the opening sessionin May 2001,
when she addressed an audience that included expertsin technology and
education.

Now, in astatement of support, the Commissioner Reding said: ‘| am delighted
to be associated with those who today celebrate the launch of The Mystery of
the Lost Letters — an adventure with Tintin and Showy on the road to
success.

‘Thisuniqueand innovative new self-hel p teaching tool which consistsof atri-
lingual CD-romwith linked Web sitewill help young dydexiclearnersin

overcoming their difficultieswithwriting, reading, memory and organisation.

‘Thanksto the dedi cation and the creativity of the educationa expertsinvolved, children and young people
suffering from dydexiawill gradualy gain confidenceand will through theuse of thisorigina tool beableto
acquire autonomy and independence at home, at school, and | ater inthework place.

‘| amvery proud to have beeninvited to attend the opening session of the project in 2001. | am even
happier to associate myself to aproject whose aim isto advance the use of technology in education, while
at the sametime offering salf-empowerment to young people.

‘Thisgoeshand in hand with thework | have been pursuing sincel became Commissioner responsiblefor
Education and Culture. Theexisting European programmesunder my responsbility al havethecommon
objectiveof enhancing the participation at all stagesof life of peoplewith particular needs.

‘l wishto congratul ate the Dyd exialnternational —Toolsand TechnologiesassL, and the BBC, which
produced the CD-rom, for having realised this project.

‘Last but not least, | would liketo thank HRH PrincessMargaretha of Liechtenstein, Patronof D-I-T-T, for
her constant support for thisproject.’

The Exploratory Section unveiled

Parents, teachersand education specidists can meet the distinguished team of D-I-T-T consultantsinthe
Exploratory Section of the Mystery of the Lost Letters.

Top expertson dydexiafrom around theworld, including Professors Dirk Bakker, of Amsterdam,
Netherlands, and Ludo Beheydt, of Louvain, Belgium, from D-1-T-T’sscientific advisory committee, all
sharetheir knowledge of thelearning difference. I ssuesdiscussed include diagnos's, teaching techniques,
learning styles, and the use of technology to support thedydexiclearner. Thebrain, visua perception,
multi-linguaism and dyscal culiaare a so put under the spotlight.

Contributorsto the Exploratory Section include academicsand practitioners: Professor John Stein of
Oxford University, Dr Bevé Hornsby of theHornsby International DyslexiaCentre, Dr LisaDummer
Smoch, Gavin Reid, Kirsten Thogersen, MarianneKlees, Robin Truyen, Judith Stansfield, Anny
Cooreman, Keith Holland, and Susan van Alsenoy.
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The Tintin experience — fun and games

The man who built
the program

Thisistheman who hasbreathed life back
into Tintinfor hislatest quest—The
Mystery of the Lost Letters. Interactive
designer Jeff Savage has spent the past 18
months submerged intheworld of the

adol escent comic detective—helping turn
D:I-T-T'sdreamintoredlity.

TheBBC designer hasbeenresponsible
for producing the CD-rom'’sdigtinctive
style, and then constructing thetechnical
nutsand boltsof the program—all withthe
aid of abunch of young peoplein Brussels Technical whiz: Interactive designer Jeff Savage
who know first hand what dydexiaisall

about.

Jeff said: ‘1 have built about 90 per cent of the application—designing thelook and feel of the product and
then mechanicaly buildingit.” Hecontinued: ‘ Thewhole CD-romisbased around five gameswhich analyse
theuser’sdydexia essentialy thegameshidean anaytica tool.’

Hismain challengewasto transform aseries of multiple-choice questionsinto fun, dydexic-friendly games.
The 37-year-old technical wizard explained: * Just ticking boxeswould have been boring.’

After somehoursof brainstorming, the BBC production team plumped for aformat that wouldinvolve
usersbursting ball oons, plate smashing or dumping discarded itemsinto the trash— gamesthe usersplay
without realising they aretaking part in asophisticated diagnostic test devised by Gavin Reid of Edinburgh
University and lan Smythe of theWorld Dyd exiaNetwork Foundation.

A mgjor part of the creative processincluded Jeff making visitsto Brussels, so childrenfromD-I-T-T's
development forum could rigoroudy test out hiswork. According to Jeff, it wasrewarding stuff: * It was
good to watch the kids seeing the project evolve— seeing thelook on their faces. Each timethey would see
how the commentsthey had made on aprevioustrip had been implemented and the changeswe had made
—that they really were being heard and their comments acted on.

Jeff explained how vital it wasto find away to grab theyoungster’sinterest —whilst at the sametime
having to cater for the many special requirementsof theyoung dydexic. Particular attentionwaspaidto
detailslikethe size, font and the colour of thetext and background, al thingsthat canimpact onthe
dydexicuser’sexperience. Headded: ‘ Theinterfacerelieson thekidsclicking onthings. Thereareloads
of sound effectsand lots of objectsintheroomsand they areall animated: for instance, click onthepiano
and it playsafew notesor there’ sdartsflying into adartboard’

Every single object seenin The Mystery of the Lost Lettershasbeen carefully taken from theartwork in
thehugelibrary of origind Tintin adventures, thanksto Moulinsart, thecommercia wing of theHergé
Foundation. However, working with such an established cartoon hero did put limitationsonthe cregtive
team. ‘Weweren't allowed to do thingsthat Tintin wouldn’t have donein hisbooks, but we could use
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objectsfrom different booksaslong asthey didn’t look out of place,’” said Jeff.

‘Moulinsart arevery protectiveof Tintin and wedidn’t want to do anything detrimental or harmful inany
way. A mgjor thingwasweweren't allowed to make Tintin speak.” That aside, he said Moulinsart were
alwaysopentotheir suggestions. ‘ They really encouraged usto push for what we wanted —wewould send
our ideasacrossto themfor their approval. Therewasareally good flow of communication.’

Beingtri-lingual added to the design conundrumstoo—both onanaudio andvisua level. ‘I’ venever done
something likethisbeforeand when | first started | had to figure out how to doiit. Theaudio and thevideo
werethe biggest headaches—especially partswhich had to be dubbed over in different languages. Another
problemwasthat Germantext is25% |longer than English, so wewould haveto leaveroomfor the

trand ation even with smplethingslikedoor signs.’

A Web and multi-mediagraduate fromthe University of Central Lancashireand Preston, Jeff hasworked
for the BBC for two-and-a-half years. Previous projects have included e-learning CD-romsfor teenagers
and teacher training packagesfor the Open University.

A recent Tintin convert, hereveal ed that hisfavourite adventureis Explorersonthe Moon, explaining: ‘It
was alwayson thetop of the pile of bookson my desk, soit wastheonel would pick up and flick through
foringpiration—it’'sagreat story!’

Reflections

Fantastic artistic dyslexic Stephan Goldrach

Robin Truyenwrites:

Stephan Goldrach, one of the most
brilliant studentsat theAcademie Royae
desBeaux Arts, Brussels, won thetop
award from hiscollegefor hisdesign of
their Academy’snew logo. Hisprize-
winning design was picked from numerous
other proposals.

For Stephandydexiaisandlyinhis
creative process. Hecanimaginewhat his
work will look like before hedrawsit.

\ Most of hiscreativethinkingisformed and
\ crested by sensationsand stimuli hegets
I fromthethingshappening around him. He

saysthat sometimescertain eventsor
Stuationsgivehimanimage, anideawhich hecanthentransformclearly into art.

Likemost students Stephan has suffered the usua problems dyd exics studentsface at school. But for him
thingsaredifferent when it comesto art. For himtheartisticworldisa’ dydexiafree’ zone. Herehecan
expresshimself freely, nolonger ensnared by the conventions of language. Not that wordsdo not
sometimesplay arolein hiswork —several of hisdrawingscontainthewrittenword. But whereartis
concerned, spelling isnot an obstacl e because even orthographica mistakes can beturned into art!
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Stephan recallshow hard it hasbeen for himto learn other languages. He hasaways had to work harder
than the other studentsfor marksthat do not reflect the extraeffort he putsin. A word processor and spell-
checker areagrest help, but still thewritten word remainsan obstacle.

L ookingtothefuture, Stephan would liketo becomeafull-timeartist, although heisawarethiswill not be
an easy life. Heisconsidering other options. Histwin brother hasjust started alaw degree, but hewould
now liketo take moreartistic approach. Together they might oneday set up anart gallery.

The 8-point guide to success

From Shane Murphy (forwarded by Gudrun Dzidlas)
= focus

m concentrate

= enagise

m beconsistent

m Staycdm

n think likeawinner

m keepemotionsin check

m think creatively

...and a final reflection

‘The Chinese have aninteresting symbol for theword crisis: it indicatesboth danger and opportunity. They
realised that when the stakes are high and the outcome in doubt, purpose can emergefrompain, “like
beauty from ashes.” New dreams, new rel ationships, new attitudes about life can open up to you asaresult
of your experience.” (forwarded by Paulinavan Rijn)

In the next newsletter —
m Thelaunchreport —photos of aglittering occasion!

m Thewww.tosuccess.org CD-linked Web site goeslive—who are Markku, Ben and Tony behind the
scenes?

m D:I-T-T reved sexciting new plansahead...

Editor: Virginia Haydon, freelance consultant, D-I-T-T press contact
virginia.haydon@btinternet.com
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Pre-book copiesof the CD-rom produced by theBBC for D-I-T-T, shortlisted for the Altran Foundation

Innovation Prizeat Unesco, Paris, in 2003;

The Mystery of the Lost Letters —
an adventure with Tintin and Snowy on the road to success

= Mmotivateslearners
providespositiverolemodels
explansdydexia

m enableseach oneto succeed

signpostslearnersto thelatest technologies, tricksand treats

—all inthecompany of theworld-famousBelgian reporter Tintin and thetrusty Snowy. First editionin
English, French and German to beavailablein January 2004. Reserveyour copies now!

Toreceivean order form for thisfirst edition, please send thefollowinginformationtoD-I-T-T:
(Completion of thisinformation does not commit you to purchase the product.)

Full name

Company
Addressincluding

postal code

in association with:

Levi StraussAdvised Fund at CharitiesAid
Foundation

TheHergéFoundation
Moulinsart

Cable& Wireless

Microsoft Education Europe

D:I-T-T thanks CAOBISCO (A ssociation of
Chocolate, Biscuit and Confectionery Industriesof
the EU) for their on-going supportandaso TIE
RACK for their generosity.

Thisproject isrecognised by the Fondation Roi
Baudouin. Giftsof €30 or more madethrough the
Foundation account number 000-0000004-04 and
mentioning L 79549 —Dydexialnternationa —Tools
and Technologies(D-1-T-T) aretax deductible.
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