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Double-take —
a new D-I-T-T e-book duo

llustration by Quentin Blake from the basic guide

Maybe a world first?

You can find thise-book duo —Dyslexia here and there,
devised by PaulineKey-Kairis, intwo versonsonthe
D:1-T-T Website, withaforeword writtenby D-I-T-T
Patron HRH PrincessMargarethaof Liechtenstein:

Dyslexia here and there: a basic guide for parents,
ane-book withillustrationsby Quentin Blake, and

Dyslexia here and there: a do-it-yourself guide kit,
atext version that can be used inaword processer for
adapting, trandating or editing alacarte.
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Dydlexia here and there: abasic

guidefor parentsisespecialy helpful for Aword about D-I-T-T's E-books...

parentswho haverecently had their child If you haven't already discovered the delights of e-
assessed and who may befeeling books in PDF form, here are some of the features it
bewildered and in need of information T

and guidance.

) ] — enlarge the page as much as you like
It suggestswaysof copingwiththe

necessary adjustments, and givesan
authentic definition of dydexiaand
Important suggestionssuch asthe need

— find the beginning of a particular section with the
bookmarks

— find a page you remember the look of with the

for health checkupsfor sight, hearing and thumbnails

muscle-control. Therearea sotipsthat — search for a particular word or phrase
arerelevanttoall concerned: the — print out selected pages — especially useful for the
importanceof avoiding coladrinks, being Checklist!

aware of thetirednessfactor, and the
usefulnessof colour-coding school
books.

and, of course, don't forget that in any program you
can adjust your monitor to the brightness level you like
to work with.

Parentsliving abroad will want to take
specia noteof the sectionsdealing with
culture shock or having tolearnanew

language.

A key featureof thebasicguideistheD-I-T-T Checklist —aninvaluabletool whenit comesto selecting
the best school for your child. Parents can print out asmany copiesasthey need, andfill oneinfor each
school they phoneor visit. Questionsinclude:

— Arethestaff qualified toteach dydexic children?

— How often arethe children assessed?

— How isprogressmonitored?

The Checklist enables parentsto keep apreciserecord of what resources and education each school can
offer. Put together, they can then be used for comparison and abasisfor choicewhen it comesto selecting
the best-fit school.

Dyslexiahereandthere: abasic guidefor parentsisin PDF format which meansyou can saveit onto
your hard disk by clicking thelink on the Web siteto view whenever youlike.

But that's not all!

The Dyslexia here and there: a do-it-yourself guide kit complementsthe basic guide asatool
designed for use by local dydexiaself-help support groups, wherever they are, wanting to maketheir own
guidethat will includelocd information specificto their needs.

Thedo-it-yourself guidekit isthetext of the basic guidefor parentsasaword-processingfile. It makes
suggestionson what information it might be useful to add such aslocal I T resources, diagnostic centres,
teacher trainings, and local legd rightsand entitlements, such asuse of |ap-tops, spell-checkersand extra
timeinexams.

Savethefileto your hard disk and then you can useit to adapt and/or trand ateinto your very own guide.
Sadly wecan't offer you Quentin Blake slovely illustrations asthey are copyright, but everything elseis
therefor youtotakeor leave.
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Theorigina printed version of the Guide (Childrenwith
Soecific Learning Difficulties) was apost-conference
document, written by Judith Sansonin 1994, based onthe
research of parents, teachersand psychologistsin Brussdls. It
was devised as a prototype—to be adapted for any language-
group inany country, sincethe questionsare universal. Thanksto
technology, and theingeniousdesign, itisnow availablein these
twinned versions.

Dyslexia here and there: a basic guide for parents

Page-sizeA4; 34 pageswith full-colour illustrationsby Quentin
Blake; AdobeAcrobat PDF format —filesize222 KB

Dyslexia here and there: a do-it-yourself guide kit

Page-sizeA4; RTFformat (suitablefor Microsoft Word) —file
size88KB

Both availableon: www.ditt-online.org Another of Quentin Blake’s lovely
illustrations from the basic guide

Roadmap to success — New BBC production team

D:I-T-Tisindebted to Gail Block for her outstanding design for Roadmap to Successin Phase One.
On 27 February membersof theD-I-T-T team wel comed Carlton Reeve, lead BBC producer, and
Michael Brodbinwhowill now take the project forward through Phase Two.

Warmest thanks go to Peter Horemans and hisstaff at Moulinsart for their generous co-operation.

D:1-T-T was pleased to wel come Joe Franses of our sponsors Cable and Wirelesswho attended ameeting
on 24 January in Brusselsonthelaunch and distribution

Michael Brodbin (on the left)
and Carlton Reeve
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Language shock —dyslexia across cultures multimedia pack

Theltalian e-book version of the Guideisnow up on our Web site.

Celebrationsfollow! Thefull Pack of BBC video and printed guidein Italian, with achapter by leading
Italian experts, isplanned.

Lobbying 2003 — the European Year of People with Disabilities

MrsReding, Member of the European
Commission, invited the public to respond
toaquestionnaire, saying ‘ Pleasetake
advantage of thisopportunity to contribute
toour thinking.” Shespokeof ‘including
the definition of common objectivesfor
European education and training up to the
year 2010." Shewent on to say ‘Wewant
toknow theviews, wishesand ambitions
of dl our stakeholders, programme
participantsand potentia participants—
beforethe Commission putsforwardits
forma proposal for the new phase of
programmeactionto start in 2007.’

D-I-T-T submitted areply suggestinga

Viviane Reding, European Commission Education and ) ) >
Culture department (EAC) radical re-think of current practicein

programme management and of course
emphasisoninclusion, stressing theimportance of delivery on policiesand improving the chancesof equa
opportunity for theinternationa childwithlearning disabilities.

Handin hand with inclusion goes essentia teacher training to ensure theteacher hasevery chance of
— recognisngany learning difficulties, and
— having the technique and methodol giesto copeso that al children succeed in whatever they can.

Press

Thanksgo to the EuReporter, which carried threeillustrated articleshera ding professor John Stein’svisit
to Brusselsto speak at the Parliament.

Ability Magazine UK

D-I-T-T provided afull feature and front cover articlewith contributionsby *e
Andy (seethefirst D-I-T-T e-Newdetter for hisstory) and Robin, D-I-T-T ty
volunteer currently reviewing softwarefor the Roadmap to Success

project.
L ook out for the Marchissue—seetheAbility Magazine Web site! (www.abilitymagazine.co.uk)

D:I-T-T Newsletter - No.11 - Spring 2003 page 4


www.abilitymagazine.co.uk
Kairis
Ability Magazine Web site!


DITT Board Member writes from Sweden:

Itisoften apersonal experiencethat causes peopletowork with
dydexia, and soitisfor me. | grew up withtwo dydexic siblings, an
older sister and ayounger brother. Thefedling of guilt for being
‘normal’ probably never disappears, just asthesiblings' envy will
never disappear. Even though my mother searched and found help for
my siblings, thisnever breached the gap between us. Asateenager |
stopped studying and barely madeit through school. Today |
understand thereason, but at thetime my Situation wasnot
understood.

My parentswerevery happy and hardly ever quarrelled until my
brother began to show signsof ADHD and dydexiaand could not
follow regular classesat school. It isnow common knowledge that
childrenwith these problems cause enormoustension withinthe
family. Inmy casethiswasmost certainly true. | am so sorry that my
parents had to endurethe hardship and feel such anguish over my brother and sister. They felt that it was
their fault somehow, and there were countless conflicts between my lenient mother and my lesslenient
father. Learning disabilitiesquiteclearly cause much morewidespread damage than just difficultieswith
reading.

Fortunately, circumstances brought meto Berkeley, Californiain 1970. There | went back to school to
undo the harm that my neglected studiesin Sweden had caused. | went onto receiveaB.A. asan honours
student from UC Berkeley. Thisinitsalf helped to give methe self-confidenceto apply for Graduate
School, though | had difficulty choosing aprogram of study.

Oneday, which | never will forget, | waswalking across campusand my eyesfell on an announcement for
acourseon ‘Learning Disabilitiesand Reading Difficulties . Thefirst lecturewasacompletereveation, and
| realised that the professor knew how peoplewith dysexiacan betaught to read and write. Thiswas
newsto me, but because my dydexic sister’soldest son had begun to havedifficultiesin school, | wasvery
motivated to find out how thiswasdone. | walked straight up the professor and asked if | could sitinon
hiscourse.

Therestishistory. Sincethat day, | have been fascinated by learning disabilitiesand especialy dydexiaand
reading. After Graduate School and subsequent training, | maintained aprivate practicein New York City
for many years.

After thirty yearsinthe USA my husband’ swork brought me back to Europe and Brussals. Therel met
Judith Sanson who hasworked tirelesdy to organi sethe dyd exiaframework for othersto work within; first
ECICandthenD-I-T-T. Shepulled meinto theworkforce when thefirst guide was being written and
enrolled measaboard member inD-I-T-T. Itistruly an honour to be part of thisdyslexiagroup.

Sincemy return to Sweden six yearsago, | spent threeyearsasafull timePh.D. candidate at the
Karolinskalnstitute' sdepartment of neurophysiology. My focus has been on adiagnostic battery, capable
of revedling dydexiabefore children start school. Simultaneoudly, | modified thistest-battery to suit school
agechildrenand adults.

At present, | sharemy time between teaching English and Reading at aschool for dydexic studentsand as
dydexiaspecidist at theKarolinskalnstitute Medical University in Stockholm. Thework goeson and let
metell youthat ‘ there has never been adull moment’.
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Mind Maps for Kids

New! Mind Mapsfor Kids, acolourful book by Tony Buzan, with modelsfor usein different subjectsfor
note-taking and exam preparation. Very thorough and accessible, thispublicationisrecommended onthe
Senco Forum (seeDI-T-T Newdletter No.2, Winter 2000, page 7)

Sight-sound technology

Robin Truyen, aspecia educationteacher withinsdeknowledge, D-1-T-T member and volunteer, explains
the advantage of two modelsof sight-sound technology:

Text Help’sWordsmith v2

The English language has 44 different phonemes, but only 20 graphemesto represent them. No wonder so
many peoplestrugglewith spellingit!

Yet the burden of spelling and writing can belightened by using appropriate software. A programmethat
might well hel pthedydexicwriter isapiece of computer software called Text Help’'sWordsmith v2.

Wordsmith functions by means of atool bar that isadded to theword processor, enabling the user to
accessasmany aseight different featuresto help thewriter in distress. The* speech feature’ might be
considered to bethemost useful of themall, asit readswhileyou type, making it possiblefor thewriter to
actually hear hisor her mistakes, and have the computer read and re-read words, sentencesand

paragraphs.
Also, thosewho are dways struggling with homophones may find thissoftware hel pful since, amongst other

possihilities, it allowsthe user to conduct asearch for homonymsand to hear aspoken definition with
samplesentences.

Peoplewho have problemswith finding theright word, or arein doubt about the correct meaning of a
word can rely ontheinbuilt dictionary. Thiscontainsthe description of 180.000 words, illustrated with
sample sentences. The programmeisal so capable of predicting words. But it should be mentioned here
that thisfunction for themost part suggests prepositions, conjunctions, and such.

For thosewho are still at alossfor words, Word Wizard might beagood aly asit iscapable of finding the
word thewriter wantsto use.

Another very important feature, the Spell Checker, isamarvelloustool that showsup errorsin colour. All
suggestions can be spoken. Although the Spell Checker doesrecognisealot of spelling errors, thedydexic
user must not seeit asan ultimate check for finding every right spelling for each word he haswritten down.

For some peopl e, especidly those whose mother-tongueisnot English, theremay beadditiona problems
asquiteoftenthe systemwill not recogniseall the phonetic spelling mistakes.

But avery positivefeature of the programmeisthat it enables parents and teachersto monitor the spelling
programmesastheerrorsareregistered by the system, and individual settings can be saved. Furthermore,
Wordsmith v2 iscapable of scanning documents. It containsapronunciation tutor and iscapable of reading
Internet pages.

System requirements: Pentium 350 or above; Microsoft Word 97, 2000 or XP; 128 MB of RAM; 400
MB disk space; Sound card; Speakers.
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TheKurzweil 3000v6

Kurzweil 3000 v6isthelatest PC-based reading system of sight and sound technology. Asthisprogramme
hasawiderangeof possibilities, only the most important oneswill be mentioned here. Oneof itsbiggest
advantagesisthat itismulti-lingua, carrying asit doessix languages: Dutch, English, French, German,
Italianand Spanish.

Apart from hel ping dyd exicswho arewriting in their mother-tongue, thissoftwareisa so very useful for
thosewho are studying foreign languages. All definitions, examples, voicesand so on areavailableinthesix
languages mentioned above.

At aspeed that can be adapted, the programme reads words, sentences or paragraphs, so enabling the
user to correct hisor her mistakeswhenever he or she hearsthem. Theword prediction facility, together
with themultilingual definitionsand synonymsthat can berequested directly from thevery clear toolbar, are
user-friendly and access ble—hel ping the student with someflexibility asit can be modified to suit different
tasks. It canfor example hel p thewriter with proofreading, content reading and fluency training.

The spellchecker isexcellent and recognisesawide range of mistakes even those made by non-native
gpeskersof English using theEnglish mode.

Kurzwell 3000v6 aso offersother featuresto help with reading and writing. First of al thereisthe
possibility to change background colour, and secondly the programmeis capabl e of reading scanned or
downl oaded texts. Apart from hel ping the user with spelling and reading, the programme can a so beused
to structure documentsby using 4 different colours.

TheKurzewell 3000v6 hasalot moredifferent featuresand really isavery helpful tool for dydexics.

Theonly redlly negative pointisitspricetag as, at thetime of writing, thefull-colour version of Scanand
Read for PC costs£851.88, VAT included.

Anny Cooremans, headmistress, teacher trainer, author, D-I-T-T member and consultant to the BBC
CD-rom, speaks about her own experience of teaching dyslexic Dutch pupils foreign languages at
secondary school age.

Her school of 70 pupils between 8 and 14, approved by the Dutch-speaking government, is situated
outside Leuven in Belgium. Here pupils are offered a provenly effective, intensive one- or two-year
remedial programme.

They may have dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia, ADD en ADHD, Asperger syndrome, a non-verbal
learning disability, or they may be underachieving bright children or subject to other problems such
asdifficultieswith integrating. But all children will have an average or above WISQ-1Q: (T-1Q and
V-1Q above 100).

Mutual support - children workingin groups

Children aretaught ingroupsrather thanindividualy. Dydexic children with severedday inreading as
compared to thegroup are seenindividually, onceaday for aperiod of ten minutes. During class, pupils
learn to tutor other pupilsand to useremedial programson the compuiter.
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After theinitial training, pupilsinvariably doredly well in heping to tutor each other. They gaininsdlf-
confidence and become more aware of their specia needsand those of othersin avery natural and
motivated way.

Homewor k

Homework isbased onindividua remedia exercisesinreading, writing, arithmetic skillsand training of
vocabulary of thecompulsory foreign languages (French and English) with exercisesonthe computer.
Parentsaretrained to do reading exercisesand give support by sticking to aregular timetableand
motivating thechild. Thisextrahomework givesresults.

Compensatory techniques

Part of the programme and, integrated inall subjects, isintensive support inlearning to use compensatory
techniques. Wefocuson techniquesuseful for higher education: word processing and computer aided
techniques, reading skillsdepending onwhat purposeyou arereading - for fun, research or deeper
understanding; time management, using rulebooks and mnemonicsto aid spelling and arithmetic; whereto
gofor appropriate help and support; understanding your own special needsand learning style; learning to
copewithfalureandyour disabilities.

Dutch and foreign langauges

Dutch, the school language, isquite phonetic. Neverthel ess, dydexic children will have severedifficulties,
being, on average, two or three years behind their peer group. For French and English, competent writing
skillsare compulsory to makethegrade at O- and A-levels. But no specia adjustmentsor provisionsare
madefor pupilswith dydexiainthenormal schools, beyond what the classroom teacher understands about
thelearning difficultiesand hisor her willingnessto adapt. Dydexic pupilsneed alot of support to achieve
even minimum goasintheselanguages.

Speaking and understanding Englishiseaser than French, asmost tel evis on programmes and computer
programsarein English. But French, in Dutch-speaking Belgium, presentsareal problem. Pupilsare
continually de-motivated asthey face onefailureafter another in reading and writing. Even understanding
may bedifficult too. However, it wasthese motivationa problemswith Frenchthat provided the starting
point for anew experiment:

Secondary school: integrated teaching of for eign langauges

Two yearsago, we started teaching the threelanguages: Dutch, French and English al together, instead of
teaching them separately.

First, we devel oped new school materia appropriatefor thisage-group (12-13 year) capable of sustaining
motivation and attention. Did ogues and magazine materia swould not sustain the attention long enough. We
had to find subjectsintegrating activity, storiesand rel evant knowledge or information.

TheRadio Lessonisone example: We present thetext in the three languages well-spaced with big | etter-
typeand pictures. Dutchisthebasiclanguage of reference so, to help pupilsto understand every word
they aretrying tolearn, weuse Dutch text for strategiesfor reading techniques (quick survey reading,
gyllablereading and others) and for proper writing (preparing dictation and using spelling control
techniques). Thetextsare straightforward —without any particular difficulties.

Wedtart by learning thetext by heart after an extensive discussion on strategies. We motivate the students
to usetheir memory, and give psychological information about memory processesand different kinds of
memories. We useauditory and visual techniquesaswell asmotor skills. We emphasisedifferent rhythms
of learning, over-learning, practice and the normal loss of information without practice. The problemsof
learning by heart and poor memory are discussed inthegroup aswell asindividually.
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Pupilslearnto control their knowledgefor themsel vesand to manage severa waysof learning atext: ora
presentation, written presentation, with or without hel p of the Dutch text of the picturesor key-words.

All pupilsmake progress, but they don’'t make the same progress on each aspect. We discussthese
differencesinthegroup and encourage pupilsto think about their own learning skills.

Now pupilsare encouraged to tutor another pupil or to ask for tutoring and discussthe processamongst
themselves. Thed ower pupilsare encouraged to help the quicker pupilsand viceversa.

Thisstage of learning by heart in group and discussing one'sown capacitiesand difficultiesisachalenging
period for children whose past experiencesin alanguage subject may have been disastrousfor their

confidenceand left themisolated. Now they will monitor themsel vesand each other, discussing problems
and progresswith peers, and acquiring anew languagein aless stressful environment.

Vocabulary

Moving onfrom thisstage, weteach strategiesfor learning vocabulary listsand discussthedifferent types
of learning difficultiesand the problemsthey will encounter inthisarea.

Thebasic texts contain basi ¢ sentences and vocabul ary chosen soit may to be used in other contextstoo.

Oncechildren know thetext by heart they can changewordsand make anew meaningful textintheforeign
language: weadlow themto usedectronic dictionariesand additiona help for spelling. Persona examples
may begiven.

The pupil gainsin academic salf-confidence. Moreover, the goalscan be different for each pupil: oneis
asked only to know the oral presentation, the other one hasto know the written too and even be prepared
toteach agroup.

Pupilsareinvited to compare vocabulary and spdllinginal threelanguages. They areencouragedtofind
waysto show the differencesin overviews. We do not emphasi se thisaspect, but just invite pupilsto
observe, discover and compare. Later on, they will comparein amore structured way and learnto use
their memory morefor structurethan for details.

Grammar skills

Grammar isvery important in learning French for academic purposes. Accurate French spellingisbased on
afundamental knowledge of grammar. Dutch spelling too canimproveby using spelling rulesascan
English, despiteitsmany anomalies. So, integrating spelling rulesand grammar basicsareimportant at this
stage.

The pupilslearn the basic rule and are made aware of nouns, verbsand other partsof speech. Rulesare
discussed and comparisons made.

Insummary, thetechniquesinvolved inthisprovenly successful we useat our school are:

— livelyinteraction

— overleaning

— usingal kindsof sensory input

— datingfromthefamiliar

— comparing

— traningmemory

— traininginrelevant knowledge/content

— traninglearning Srategies.
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2003 Annual General Meeting & Open Forum Lecture
Thisyear’'sAGM will takeplaceat rue Defacqz at 12.30 on 7 May.
Membersof D-I-T-T will receive an agenda, annual report and accounts.

TojoinD-I-T-T and support theal-volunteer team in devel oping itsprojects, please print out, fill inand
send usthe Membership form that ison theWeb site.

Onthe same afternoon of 7 May, Oxford Professor John Steinwill speak at the European Parliament (see
page 11). Please note and post details of thisimportant annual open forumwherever youcan. D-I-T-Tis
grateful to John Corrie, MEP, himsdlf dydexic, for hissupport in putting onthisevent.

Lee Pascal

OnWednesday 19 March LeePascal, expert in study skillsand exam
techniques, spoke on * Overcoming theHorrorsof Homework,” following
Susan van Alsenoy’ s presentation of her excellent world-wideresearchon
top teaching techniquesfor classroom teachers. Copiesof Susan’s
presentation notesareavailablethroughthe D+l -T-T office.

For laughter, encouragement, and cutting through to the perspective of the
learner with difficulties, Leeistheright person.

Heput acrossthemisery of thedydexic child with difficultiestrappedin
failure by being assigned too much to learn, teased when asking for help or
toldtolearn without any indication on how to carry out thetasksassigned.

Leeillustrated theimportance of multi-sensory teaching, making useof al pathstothebrain. He
demonstrated thefolly of putting the struggling learner inthe position of failure, and sabotaging family
relations. Infact, if Leehad hisway, homework would be banned. Study clubsand homework get-
togethersin neighbouring homes could, he says, providethelively discussion and interactivity so often
frowned on, but which isoften thevery way thedydexiclearner enricheshislearning capacity.

New special needs education database

TheEuropean Agency for Development and Special Needs Education ismaking progresswith
setting up anew databasethat providesinformation on policies, practices, national overviews, research
information, publications, contact detailsand much more.

Over the past two yearsthe European Agency hasbeen working onthetopic of transition from school to
employment and the problems, and possibilitiesfaced by young peoplewith specia educationa needs:

WWW.european-agency.org
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A lecture by Professor John Stein, FRCP
Professor of Physiology at the University of Oxford

‘Genes, wobbly eyes, coloured
filters and fish — the brain
basis of reading difficulties’

Wednesday 7 May 2003, European Parliament, Brussels
Sponsored by John Alexander Corrie, MEP

Inthelate afternoon of 7 May 2003, at theinvitation of D-I-T-T, John Stein, Professor
of Physiology at the University of Oxford, will visit Brusselsto givealectureaspart of
D-I-T-T’scontinuing seriesof Symposiaon Brain Function.

10% of children have unexpected difficulty learning to read and spell properly despite
having normd intelligence; thisisoften known asdevelopmental dydexiabecauseitis
now knownto have aneurodevel opmental basis. In dydexicsgenetic, immunol ogica

and nutritional factorsseemto interact toimpair the devel opment of the specialised brain
systemsthat mediatethevisua/orthographic and auditory/phonol ogical transformations
that arerequired to read successfully. However thisis often associated with superior
talentsin other spheres. Dydexiaisnot adisease but abrain difference. Our newer
understanding has hel ped usto generate new, highly effective, meansof hel ping dydexics
toachievenormd literacy.

Professor Stein studied Physiology at New College, Oxford, then Clinica Medicineat
. Thomas sHospita, London. He continued histrainingin Neurology in London,

L eicester and Oxford. But he decided that neurol ogical research might be moreuseful,
and hewas appointed tutor in medicineat Magdaen Collegein 1970. Sincethen, in
additionto teaching, he hasbeen studying normal and abnormal eye and limb movement
control inanimals, neurological patientsand dydexics. He beganto study therole of eye
control indydexicsin 1978, and hasbeen pursuing the hypothesisthat dysexics
problemsmay result fromimpaired low-level perceptual visuomotor and auditory
processing that iscaused by abnormal development of magnocel lular neuronesinthe
brain. Hisbrother, Rick Stein, the TV chef, doesnot do neuroscience. John Stein does
not cook!

D-I-T-T'smissionisto bring full awareness of the problemsassociated with dydexiainto
the educational systemsof the EU member statesand beyond, and toimproveremedial
help by making effectiveassessment and training availabletoal.

For moreinformation about thelecture, please contact the DI -T-T office.

Susan Calamassi, DI -T-T Board Member



Money matters

Great news for donors to D:I-T-T’s current project Roadmap to Success

Thisprojectisnow officially recognised by the Roi Baudouin Foundation. Giftsof €30 or moremade
through the Foundation account No.000-0000004-04 mentioning L 79549, Dydexialnternational —Tools
and Technologies(D-l-T-) aretax deductible.

Pleaselet al potential donorsand sponsorsknow!

Information for potential sponsors

D:1-T-T isnow looking for funding to progressits projects— sponsorswho want to be be associated with a
world-class production—and Tintin and Snowy on the Roadmap to Success. Two documentsoutline our
position and areavailableto potentia sponsors:

D-I-T-T—Mission-Organisation-Projects, which givesan overview and budgetsfor al four main strands
of activity: informing, promoting, creating and administering

Roadmap to Success—\Web site devel opment, which looksat planning for the next fiveyears
D-I-T-T awaitsnewsof amajor prize through organised by amajor foundation in France. Fingers crossed!

Reflections

On dyslexia ...

‘Some peoplearewidely read. I’ mthinly read becausel’ m partialy dydexic. | wasfully dydexicuntil | met
someone who was more dyslexic than mewho said You' reonly partially dyslexic. Thereisalot of rivalry
inthedydexiacamp. Rivary withthreev’s!’

Eddielzzard

On ICT...

Ringing true —the advantages of ICT highlighted recently by Compag:

— withthegrowth of ICT and education, thevery nature of teaching and learningischanging;
— theuse of computers does so much to raise self-esteem and motivation - to raise standards;

— thespeed with which pupilshave taken to technology and used it to best advantageis staggering. There
arenotwowaysabout it —they loveit;

— agood ICT infrastructure freesteachersto concentrate on the business of teaching, rather than spending
vauabletimeresearching ICT solutions.
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Where dyslexic learners often shine

— Laterd thinking

— Credivity

— Imaginativewaysof working

— Quickthinking

— Knowledgeand skillsthat are not compartmentalised
— Having many strandsof thought simultaneoudly
— Keen sensory awareness

— Spatid relationships

— Visudisng

— Using shapesand patterns

— Mathematical computation

— Colour sengtivity

— Sngingandmusic

— All formsof artisticexpression

— Expressngfeding andemotions

— Condtructional andtechnical activities.

Extract from ‘ Teaching today,’ staff development primary education BBC bookl et

On success ...

‘ Success seemsto belargely the matter of hanging on after the othershavelet go.’

William Feather

‘Fallureissuccessif welearnfromit.’
Malcolm S. Forbes
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