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Look out! Magicisintheair! No, it'snot Harry Potter’s! Itis

all about that MultimediaPack ‘ magicbox’ again: now WhatWorks 6

regularly used by learners, parents, teachersand remedial — Quicktionary Reading Pen 6
teachers. Language Shock — Dyslexia across culturesis — DIY Readers' Support Peck for

known totransform lives. Thefront cover illustrationisby parents 7
Quentin Blaketoo. - Read_PIeese 7

. — SeekingaFrench-language
If youwant to understand dydl exiabetter or know how to publisher... 7

copeand link up aslearner, teacher or parent, order acopy

now for yourself or to giveto aschool, teacher or parent, from

www.ditt-online.org. Thanksto Femmesd’ Europe, and the Announcements 8
excellent co-operation of theMinistry of Educationin Lisbon,
the Portuguese version of the pack will bedistributed
throughout Portugad’ steacher-training programmes, schools
and remedial resource centres. Theltaliantrandationwill soon
bejoining the other language-versionsintheD:|-T-T e-library. Reflections 10

Money matters 10

D-I-T-T volunteers work with leading experts, creating and promoting tools that enable dyslexic learners to
succeed in a competitive world



Kairis
www.ditt-online.org.

http://www.ditt-online.org/Pack/Home.htm

Brilliant!

Already out there on the Roadmap to Success:

Just some of this autumn’s BBC prime-user group of experts who are coming up with breakthrough ideas:
Nikki, Pierre, Sam, Kevin, and Elliot with BBC Producer Gail Block; Jeff Savage and Caryl Hooper, designers
for BBC Interactive Media Group, and Robin Truyens, D:-I-T-T member working on Web resource development.
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Brilliant!

say Gail Block, BBC Producer, and Jeff Savage, BBC Designer, following two Roadmap to Success CD-
Rom consultancy sessionsheld last month at rue Defacqz.

Itisrarebut it doeshappen...

...that everyone agreeswhol eheartedly on aproject outline. But thiswasthe case when Producer Gail’s
careful fact-finding and sengitivelistening exerciseswereadl rolled up inthe excellent Phase Onefor the
CD-Rom and signed off by the D-I-T-T Board thisautumn.

Working with Moulinsart and consulting theyoung dyd exiaexperts, designer Jeff enjoyed first-class
hospitality courtesy of the Roya Windsor Hotel, Brussels, on hislatest visit on 23 October.

Meetingswere held with Alexa Joyce at European School net on plansfor aninter-schoolsforumon
dydexiaandvirtua learning, andwith D-I-T-T designer PaulineKey-Kairisand D1 - T-T Web-master Dave
Rowan on the Roadmap to Success datainterface. Violetta, Petra, Robin and other volunteersare
working on assembling thissection of the project. Theamount of useful material to sft throughishuge. The
aimisto makeaseected sampleclear and easily accessible.

Looking ahead

Whilst the BBC production team isworking with consultants on the production of the Roadmap to
uccessCD-Rom, D-I-T-T will be setting up aseries of meetingson distribution, starting at theend of
January with Joe Franses of Cable & Wirelessand Peter Horemansof Moulinsart.

Schedulefor the package:

March: Delivery of design buildinterfacefor acceptanceby D-I-T-T and completion of thefirst
section of the CD dealing specifically withraised morae.

May: Delivery of section on sdlf-profiling.

dly: Delivery of section on overcoming weaknesses, and presentation of the pre-final version of
theexploratory and orientation sectionfor D-I-T-T acceptance.

September:  Delivery of master CD-Romincluding cover.
October:  LaunchinBdgium.

November: Launchesin many other countriesleading into the phase of on-going updates on the Web,
with user consultation viaforumsand demonstration of good practicethrough virtual learning.

D:I-T-T Newsletter - No.10 - Winter 2002 page 3



Raising awareness

Throughout November 2002, thanksto David Zimmer’sintroduction to Jan Taljaard, the EU Reporter
carriedthreeconsecutivearticleson DI -T-T illustrated with Tintin: the highly successful Quiz originally
designed by PetraZollner for the recent Brussel sWelcome Fair, aninterview with M EP John Alexander
Corrie, himsdf dydexic, and athird on Professor Stein—Oxford University’sleading researcher on
dydexiaandthebrain.

© HERGE/MOULINSART 2001

Dyslexia — Difference or Disability?

Next year, the European Year for Peoplewith Disabilities, Professor John Steinwill addresstheD:I-T-T
annual Open Forum. D-I-T-T hopesthat the venuewill bethe European Parliament, asfor Susan
Greenfidld’'saddresslast year. Inthiscase, interpretation in French and German could be avail able but
therewould be no morethan 350 placesavailable. Please book early.

Questionson genetic, immunol ogical and nutritional factorsthat affect how the brain functionsshould be
sentinadvance. D+I-T-T hasinvited the European Dyd exiaAssociation and the DY SPEL support groupin
Luxembourgto collaboratein thisevent.

Marcelle Napier Research Award

D:I-T-T Board Members, withthe gpprova of the Scientific Advisory Committee, voted unanimoudly that
the prize-money for 2003 should be awarded to one or more researchers contributing to the Roadmap to
Success project.
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Profile: Jay Johnston

Mover and Shaker at the BBC Behind the scenes of every great productionis

; - afixer —someonewho recognisesthe potential
of aconcept and workstirelessy to bring
together theright peopleto makeit happen.
Over the past years, that’s exactly what Jay
Johnson has been doing.

A ‘mover and shaker’ with BBC Education for
much of thisperiod, Jay got involved with
Brussels-based DI - T-T after workingona
dydexiatraining pack for teachers.

Recdling her firse meetingwithD--T-T's
executivedirector Judith Sanson, Jay said:
‘ Somehow, Judith got to know about my
involvement with the BDA training pack.
Anyway, | wasout in Brusselsfor another
project and it happened that | wassittinginan
Driving force: Ex-BBC education development executive, open air restaurant when Judith arrived, sat
Jay Johnson down and shewas off! | knew alot about
dydexiaat that stageand | knew where she
was coming fromwhen she started tel ling me about thesefamiliesin the European situation and the
difficultiesthey werefacing. It wasaniceproject and | decided to get involved.’

Theformer BBC Education Development Executive, whowas* Auntie’'s deputy head of educationinthe
1990saswell asexecutive producer of anumber of ‘ controversial’ teenage and adult education series,
played acrucid rolein developing proposds, finding funding and getting aBBC productionteamin place
for thehighly successful video that formspart of the Language Shock multimediapack.

Morerecently, Jay’sinput has played aninva uable part in pulling together the essentia cornerstonesfor
D-I-T-T’spioneering Roadmap to Success multimediaproject —whichiscurrently in production with the
BBC.

Aswel| ashelping formulate abrief and securing funding with telecommuni cation company Cableand
Wirdessfor the Roadmap to Success project, Jay hel ped negotiate the constantly-changing structural
environment at the BBC. Onekey achievement wasintroducing D-I-T-T toAndrew Law, who had worked
onsimilar projectswith the Open University and has since becomethe project’s executive producer.

Shesaid: ‘ It wasalong gestation period.... The BBC was committed to doing this project, but we hadn’t
got the peoplein place. The BBC isagargantuan organisation and if you don’t know peopleinit thenyou
get nothing done. | knew that if | just passed the project on to someone, but it didn’t belong to them, thenit
wouldjust fester away.’ But sheadded: ‘ Andrew really likesthe project and | think conceptually things
have moved on greetly. It needed freshideasand it isnow moving forward. I'mreally pleased.’

During her timeas devel opment executivefor BBC Education, she represented the Corporation at many
international conferencesabout young people and the mediain Europe, North and South America, Africa
andAsa. Shebelievestheinternationa aspect of her work has given her auseful understanding of the
issuesinvolvedinD-1-T-T’smulti-lingual projects. Shesaid: ‘| can seethat what D-I-T-T isdoing could be
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tweaked for other cultures outside of Europe, althoughit isimportant for thingsto belocalised for a
particular ared sown needs.’

After opting to take early retirement from the BBC, Jay isnow working asafreelance devel opment
executivefor arangeof charitiesand trusts, including Adopt aMinefidd (UK), Savethe Children,
Education Broadcasting Trust, Comic Relief and Story Circus, hel ping them devel op partnershipsand
education resourcesfor broadcast and digital media.

Theformer principd teacher of geography listspolicy, development and public relationsasher key skills,
but recogni sesthat her dogged determination also playsan essentia rolein her work.

‘I’'mawayspositive, | tend to keep looking forward and be upbeat. People can get very depressed and
fedupif it doesn’'t goto plan. But | canturnthingson their head and go off on adifferent tangent. | don’t
mind starting again on adifferent tack. | supposeyou could say | amtenacious! There'sasoalot of good
humour involved ... and not giving up!’

And sheadmitsthat working withthe BBC, with itslong-held reputation for excellence, meansthereisthe
added incentive to make surethat each of her projectsachievesthevery best standards possible. * You
haveto live up to the name and brand. Everyone expectsthingsto be of ahigh quality and professional. |
wasadwaysrepresenting the BBC and what it standsfor.’

With all her projects, Jay generally takesaback seat during the production stagesitself. But shetakesgreat
pridein seeing thefruitsof her labour finally cometogether in the end —andiskeenly awaiting thelaunch of
Roadmayp to Success package next autumn.

Sheconcluded: ‘ It'sone of themain things| enjoyed about my job at the BBC and am still doingona
freelance basis. It sgetting theideas, and seeing the potentia partnersand pushing thingsforward. It's
lovely when you get peopl etogether and they arefeeding off each other’ senthusiasm, especidly inan
educationd context. It'svery fulfilling for themand very fulfillingfor ustoo.’

Quicktionary Reading Pen

Melanie Chong writes: My niece—aged nine, isdysexic. Shereceived ahand-held scanner for her
birthday present and sincethen it has become her best pal when it comesto reading her favourite
storybooks.

Thegadget issmdll, portableand convenient and shesmply putsitin
her pocket wherever she goes. When she comes acrossdifficult
words, al sheneedsto do isto scan theword and the scanner will
read out theword to her. The meaning of theword will also be shown
onasmall screen.

Her language ability, intermsof pronunciation and vocabulary, has
improved by leapsand bounds.

Shortcomings?Itisunableto pick up wordsin certainfontsand
colours, anditisnot very reliableif scanned over handwritten words,
especidly if thelettersarecursive

For moreinformation see: hitp://www.dyd exic.com/rp.htm
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DIY Readers’ Support Pack for parents

TheDIY Readers Support Pack for parents,
developed asaresult of the SPELLIT
research, isthefirst resource devel oped by the
Dydexialnstituteto target directly parentsand
carers.

Thepack isaimed at parents of young children
just starting to read, or of older childrenwho
need additional help, and should also provea
useful resourcefor teachersand teaching
assistants. It consistsof abooklet, video, cards
and stopwatch.

Thereisaquick and smplediagnostic test so
that potential userscan easily check whether
the pack would help.

For moreinformation contact Geoffrey Grant: e-mail: ggrant@dyd exia-inst.org.uk
For moreinformation onthe Dyd exialngtitute see: www.dyd exia-ing.org.uk

ReadPlease
Theaward winning text-to-speech softwarethat |ets your computer talk.

ReadPlease 2003 and ReadPlease PLUS 2003 are now availablefor download from:
http://www.readplease.com

Seeking a French-language publisher...

Overcoming Dysdlexia, abook by Dr Bevé Hornshy, ishighly recommended. It isone of themost widely-
acclaimed popular textsand has hel ped thousands of teachers and parentsworld-wide. Contact
www.hornsby.co.uk where news of the new teacher-training distance-learning pack ondydexiacanaso
befound.

Organised by D-I-T-T, Overcoming Dyslexia has now been trand ated into French and isbeing proof-read
by French trand ation expertsbeforeapublisher isfound. Belgian French-speaking authority ondydexia
and DI-T-T consultant, Marianne Kl ees, haswritten the Foreword. MarianneKleesremarked onthe
usefulness of the content of Dr Hornsby’ steacher-training material s—to dateonly availablein English.
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D:I-T-Tin Paris

On 23 November D-I-T-T membersattended an
é.‘ excellent day of lecturesand discussion at the University
of Paris. ‘ Dydexie, Etat desLieux et Controverses with
Anne Deaveau, Professeur de Linguistique, Catherine
Billard, Dr en Neuropédiatrie, and José Morais,
Professeur, Université Libre de Bruxelles, Directeur de
I’ Unité derecherche en Neurosciences Cognitivesde
ULB, Membredel’ Observatoire National delalecture,
France, who spokeon‘ Apprentissage delalecture et
dydexie’
Other distinguished contributors spokeon ‘ Relations
entretroublesde perception dulangageora et dydexie
and ‘ QU' est-ce queles données de neuro-imagerie nous
apprennent sur ladydexie?

D:-T-T in Colorado, Berlin and London

D-1-T-T membershavetaken publicity to different venuesand represented DITT at conferencesacrossthe
summer and autumn. Reportsareavailableat theD-|-T-T offices.

Coming soon —a New Year bonus for all D-I-T-T members and visitors to our site

Look out for thereissueof thispopular prototype do-it-yourself Guide, fully illustrated in colour by
Quentin Blakethat you can makeyour own by fillingininthelanguage of your choiceand loca information
wherever you are.

Dydexiaat Home and Abroad —ado-it-yourself self-help guide, designed by PaulineKey-Kairis, is
being reviewed by parent and teacher groups.

Tintin goes to Hollywood

Thiswill begreat newsfor public understanding of dydexiaif Steven Spielberg’sfilmon Tintin goesahead.
D-I-T-T wishesour trusty reporter on the Roadmap to Success abon voyage on thisexciting venture!

The leading light for teaching and learning: BETT 2003

8-11 January, Olympia, London
Wednesday 8 January — Friday 10 January, 10.00am —6.00pm
Saturday 11 January, 10.00am —4.30pm

Entry tothe BETT show isfreeof chargefor visitors.
To pre-register for your freeticket and moreinformation, go to http://www.bettshow.co.uk/
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Thanks and congratulations to
Daniel

The Portuguese version of the Language
Shock multimediapack wasmanaged by
D-I-T-T volunteer Project Manager, Danidl
Ofori. Thanksto Dr Ofori’ stop-level
management, care and attention to detail,
many Portuguese-speaking children and
teacherswill benefit from accesstothe
information and understanding of dydexia
the pack provides. A brief report will be
giventothe Femmesd’ Europe President,
MrsRomano Prodi, in January.

Congratulationsto Daniel and hiswife
Goldaonthebirth of baby Zara!

New chairman for D-I-T-T Scientific Advisory Committee

Professor Dirk Bakker will take over from Professor Costas Porpodas as Chair of the Scientific Advisory
Committeein order to share out duties. Our warmest thanks go to Professor Porpodasfor hisenthusiastic
responsein backingup D-1-T-T by agreeing to become ChairmanwhenD-|-T-T wasfirst set up, and for all
hiskind co-operation— including being filmed by theBBCin 1998.

A copy of extractsfromthisinterview: ‘ Dydexiaand Diagnosis (in Greek and English) isavailableon
request fromtheD-I-T-T officeand will soonfeatureontheD-I-T-T Web site.

Volunteers in oriental splendour

Thanksto June Davey’ssuperb hospitality,
D-I-T-T volunteers annual party took place
inabeautiful homeinthewarmglow of
oriental splendour with Portugueselyrics
and guitar by LuisReis, inthe presence of
D-I-T-T Patron HRH PrincessMargaretha.

Susan Calamass paid tributeto Junefor her
hard work, commitment, unflagging good
humour and generosity. Thanking al the
volunteers, Judith Sanson, Executive
Director, said that inanal-volunteer
organisationsuchasD:I-T-T, itisimportant
for usto realisethat each volunteer’s
contributionisvital to thewider picture—
like each gtitchin atapestry, every
contribution, great or small, countsand
makesareal differencetothewhole.
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Money matters

D:I-T-T countsontheloyal support of itsMembersthrough subscriptionswhich keep the office up and
running and alowsusto respond toinquiriesfor hel p bes des devel oping projectsin accordance with our
statutes.With theloya and persistent effortsof thefund-raising sub committee (new membersaways
welcome!) D-I-T-T hopesto have further good newsinthe New Year.

Supporter Minosvan Joolingen, new to D-I-T-T, deservesaspecia word of thanksfor hisimagination and
determination in securing asigned tee-shirt by aworld-famousfootbal ler, whichwill beauctionedin
Londonthanksto D-l-T-T Board Member, Geoff Cummins.

D-1-T-T onceagainthanks’ TieRack’ for itsgenerosity. Anauction of al the splendid contributionsto
D:I-T-Tisdueto beheldintheNew Year.

Reflections

2003 will seethelaunch of the Roadmap to Success multi-mediapackage. D-1-T-T invitesyoutosendin
your own favouritereflectionsonthethemeof ‘ success by e-mail to our office admin@ditt-online.org

American philosopher Ral ph Wal do Emerson, who famously wrote of education that it should be‘ brave
and preventative—not merely apoor patching,” said onthistopic:

Successis

Tolaugh oftenand much.
Towintherespect of intelligent people
andtheaffection of children.
Toearntheappreciation

of honest critics

and endurethe betrayal

of fasefriends.

To appreciate beauty,

tofind thebest in others.
Toleavetheworld abit better,
whether by ahedlthy child,

agarden patch,

or aredeemed social condition.

To know even onelife hasbreathed easier
becauseyou havelived.

Thisisto have succeeded.

Christmas tree illustration by Linda Liu
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